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A BP.IEF SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF 
GOLDSMITH 

Oliver Golpshith, the author of the Essays fiom 
which the piesenfc vdume is but a selection, was 
born in 1728. at Pallas, a small paiish in the county 
of Longford, in Ireland, of which ins father, a 
youngei son of a gentlem m of good fnraily, was 
curate In Ins olnliihood be was neai ly cut off by a 
severe attack of smallpos, which nob only peima- 
nently disfigured bis fcatuies, bub lebb behind it a 
geneial weakness wbicb lasted foi many ) cai s , and 
so gieatly checked liis mental, as well as his bodih 
piogies'5, that his schoolma'itei gentially legaided 
him as a backward, it not a stupid boy, tJioiigh at 
times he showed a readiness, and even hughtuess, 
Uiat led some of Ins fiieudsio foim a highci opinion 
of him, a judgment which his subsequent cnrei-i 
amply acquitted of andisceining paibal'fcy Aftei 
passing some yeais at school, fixst at Atblone, and 
atleiuaids at Edgewoilhstonn, he ^\as leiiioved to 
Tiinily College, Dublin, but, though lie had by that 
time outgioun his eaily weakness, lie achiercd no 
distinction, and was contented with an ordinary 
degree, v-hicb he obtained in 1719 



V iNTRODircriON 

Being the child of a Idigp fumly, he Lkid no 
intrimoDy to look to j and theiofoie, quitting the ‘ 
Univeibity ifwas necessaiy foi liim to clQOO' 5 es a pio 
fesMon IIi'i fatTiGL liad originally destined liira fox 
a. coimriGiflial hfo. foi wliieli he xv is disinclmeclj nud 
fov wliicli he xvafa manifestly unsuitsd by In'? x*eiy 
iinbiibinc'slike di^^posilion. But now, by the mgent 
lecommendation of one of Lis uncles bymaiimge, 
JIi Contai me, x Jcar of Ivilsuoie, he 'vas peisu.ided 

to offei hnncelf as a oindulate f<n Holy Oideism iho 
diocosc of Elphin In his geueial lespect for ichgiou 
•xtid 'vutuc., aed lus kind, chaiitable disposition, ho 
xxould hare <h‘’pl'xy®d no httlo resomblance to the ex- 
quisite pictnio of the "villige pieaclicr” lu the 
•Ds'iPited Village,’ which ho is believed to have 
(li.wn from lus own father . hut he had not followed 
Ml Coutaiuio’s adiire veiy willingly, and wns pioh- 
ablv xeiy little discoDoeitcd, when Dr Synge, the 
Bishop, 1 ejected him according to his sistei’e iiccount, 
hecause he had not yet leached the piopei age, 
nccoidiHg to anothei icpoil, wliic^h In'! fondness foi 
gi) dicss leodcis by no means impiohable, hecause 
be picscnlGcl hmibelf in the UTicleiical attiic of a pan 
of sc.nlet Ineeches^ 

^yllalc\el 10 v> liaxe been tlie can^o of his failuie, 
lb did not iiidisipose Mi Contanne to raike furth&i 
cFfoiLs to n<isisl him , ,uid he piocuied him apiixaie 
tnloifchip ui the tomily of aMi Viinu, of Boscommon, 
hut foi souic icnson oi othei he soon leaned of the 
Hill I (ion , it sooms piobabie that ho found he waa ex- 
varied to mute the dnlic'? of humhlo coiupauion of 
Llio fiillicr (0 llioMi of insliuctor of the sou in a way 
^ Swc Ka XVII of this 5ilei-lian 
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bbat -was iiksome to his independent spirit What- 
ever may have been the cau«!e, at the end of a few 
months be lelinquisLed hi«5 post, and prepared to 
emigrate to one of our North Aineiican colonies, but 
the ship in which he had taken his par 'sage sailed sooner 
than he had expected, leaving him behind , and, as 
hi«!faiG, which had been piepaid, bad taken nearly all 
his money, he was reduced to great dilTicnltie's It is 
chaiacteiL^tic of the impulsive good-nature \vhicb, to 
the end of his life, was a maiked feature of his dis- 
position, that, though be had only five shillings left 
to cairy him back to Ins home, moie than 100 miles 
distant, he gave half of H to a poor woman whom he 
met on the load, and who moved his compassion by a 
piteous tale of disttess He calculated, indeed, on 
obtaining a fiutlier supply fiom a fnend whom he 
himself had often obliged in a similar way, but who, 
on being applied to, xingi atef ally turned his benevo- 
lence and subsequent disbies*5 into iidicule, and 
gave him no aid beyond the piesent of an oak stick, 
which, following (tmconsciously as we may buppo'!e) 
the advice of Bishop Jewell to Hooker, be facetiously 
called a safe nag to cany mm forwaid on his ^ourney,^ 
Gold'-mith, as lie told the stoty to lus mother, " was 
m some doubt whetlici he should not, in tJie first in- 
stance, apply it to his pale ” But liis unwoithy 
fiiond’s head was saved by the ainval of anothei 
^ He has miiodiicod this incident; into the adventures of 
George Primro'e, many of nhicli were taken fiom his own 
txpenence “You arc going, my hoy,” cried I, “to London on 
toot, in the inannu Hooker, ytmr great anec-jtor, travelled 
there hefoic a on Take fmm me the same iioise that, n as 
gwen him by the good. Bishop Jeiiel, this staff’’ — Vuai of 
IVaJifcW, c 3 
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M^itorj and GoklbQwUi coatented himself with 
Indding him put the iteed hack into his own stable 
lleuoo deteijmacd t® stndy medicine , a science 
Jot ivhkhhe seems at vVl tijnO'= U h&ve cnloitameda. 
pi cdiloction, ami ciossed ovet to Edmbuigli to study 
the profecbion Hut he was uot veiy well satisfied 
\Mtli tliG Scotch pliysicians, and at tlio end of tho 
>eai ho decided on icmovmg to Leyden And a 
couiical diRtre^-s, wincli delayed his voyage, saved his 
life j he qiuttod Leitli lo a soiall smaclcfor Newcastle, 
e'pc'Cting tlieie to find a I'cssel bound foi Holland, 
but soitLQ of the pnssengeis, tliongU natives of Scot- 
land, held coinimssious Jn tho Ei eneb sei ncs and, ott 
his ann'al at Kcwcastle, they weic taken up on the 
chAigcof cnhsting soldiers to\ 1.11© Bietandsr, and he 
Mas for s momont involved in the same accusation, 
and aricsted aUo Dat he was soon eonsolcd foi tint 
onfoiced dplai , Pincc the «bip in uhirh he liad in- 
tended to till was wjcchcd on her passage, and evoiy 
soul on hoaid was drowued Homoagi, bo mus 
f.preiljlv get at lihpity to piosetatc bis \oyage inth 
bcltci fotliiaCj iiKi in hlay IthS ho lencbed Leyden 
Thil jfh-i a tune the Butch physicmus satisfied him 
uo hcU< 1 lb 111 the Svotdi bad done nud ho aban 
dent’d Ills 5 n''didal sludin^;, andiesolred to spend eoqio 
tiruc in traitUiiJg, not hems daunted byhiK w»mt of 
flIT'd^,^cc^nsellPh id heard of aBitii'sh scholai^ “ ilio 
fa’noti=i Ikion Holbci"," who had icceutly liavoipcd 
the gicntm part of Lmoive “on foot, mthout money, 
recoini'u iid'dions, oi Limds, n good %oicc and a 

\i.flinp sT.itl m musHi lieing the fiiily finances he liacl 
1<< all iindf italvim; «;o extcii-ive, po )io 

lra\ tiled by daj , and right s,«vg at the doors of 
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was a prejiiJico agamsfr Scotch oi Iiisli practitioners, 
which effectuaJiy cut him off from <a 31 hope of luw'jv- 
tive practice j and tlio failure of bis 'ittompt involved 
liLin in gieifcei diatiess than over ThclC is atia- 
ditioii that lie joined a uompany of strolling playei'., 
n hirli dpi ivf 5 coiinteciince froiu liis desci iption of the 
cidventuies of Gcoigo Pjiinioio, and many yea\s 
aftei wa^d^, vhen fortune wa* smiling on Inin, bo 
‘^poke of linuself as having at one time “ lived among 
the heggais m Arc Lane," a 1 emimscencc whitli, if 
It had aii> foundation, must have leCcnod to tins 
pel lod 

13 ut, *is has bapjiencd jn other instaucos, tin*: ex- 
tieraity of di'^bress drove him into the path of fame 
Tuat 


“ Mogisltr aitiH, iniioiit'ju* lirgitor 
Vinter ”i 


pxptted the faaiu© luflucDC© ovox him ni J^ondon that 
it Lad exuiied ovoi Peipiii* sex-nteen hiindxed 70,11= 
hefors at Rome, and drove him .is, a last xosoiucc to 
a livahhood bv his pon Twenty yeais before 
Johnson, who was now onjoviug fcho liighett lepula- 
tion among the hteiary luen of the period, Lad begun 
as aiMilei in raaqazmes, and publicakouR of that 
kind lud recently multiplied Bft'.ides the ‘ Gentle- 


* Ti uislaleil by 3 )j 

“ yVlio taught tiiD purmt huraau uatOi ro trv 
O' >ijth lojreerdfcflj the ekatteirng pje J 
Tv\a'? witty uaut, Guao ]iu]ig<>r to vippcu-,", 

‘ff'int taught then TD'u.tcia, and their mi'tera Ihpao " 

A„.l. , '•J’nWSW.,,, 

AM M, m The Vin, rf -WaMda,' 

B^niM v> LelhiiK Ins fethci low, omon,; ollioi cAoedieotE for 
obtouma a ho tood ■' h, wnS f„i ij" 
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man's Magaxme,’ there were the ‘ Monthly Tvoviow,’ 
the ‘Critical reviQ'w,’ the ‘Biitish Magazine/ the 
‘ Public Ledgei/ and to all these he began to send in 
contributions, the meiit of which was soon pciceived 
by the reading pubbe, and, consequently, by the 
publishers By the beginning of 1759 he had be- 
come so wcli knon*n that Dodsley, the loading 
publibher of the day, bstened f.ivoiiiably to Ins 
proposals of a sopaiate woik, ‘An Enquiiy into 
tho Piesent State of Pohto Learning in Europe,’ 
which was veiy geneially praised, though in it he 
bad the boldness to ass>.ul the whole body of pio- 
fessed cutics as a class of wiiteis whose mciease 
was both a proof and a cause of the declino of 
learning “Learning/' he contended, “may be dis- 
tinguished into three peiiods* its commencement, oi 
the age of poets , its matuiity, or the age of plnloso- 
pheis , and its decline, or the ago of ciitics ’’ But, 
though this seemed like a delibeiate challenge 
to that brotherhood, tho challenge lemained un- 
answeied The little volume was too highly praised 
for them to ventuie to attack it, and he soon had 
the pioofs lie most desned of tho esteem m which it 
uas held He had no longei to seek admission on 
the btaif of publishers and editors , they began to 
seek him In the autumn of 1751 a publisher 
named "Wilkie pi ejected a periodical called ‘ The Bee,' 
to consist entiioly of essays, and of those all that 
have suiwived weie the woik of Goldsmith And 
befoio the end of the year, Smollett, tlien in. the 
height of his reputation as a novelist and histoiian, 
sought his co-opeiation m a magazine which, on the 
hrsb day of 1760, he began to publish under such 
patronage as no othei woik before oi since has ever 
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received Cxeoige II . not generallya veiy enthusiastic 
patron of litpratiiro, having gianled lus fotmal por- 
niiB<5ion that ‘The Bntioh Mag,v7ino, or Blontbiy 
Ecpositoiy for Gentlemen and Ladies,’ should be 
annotmced ns pohliblicd “hy the \nng’s authority " 
To tins magazmo Goldsmith, while it lasted, was a. 
frequent contnbutoi , hut Avith the publisher of 
anothei, which I’-as firat ibsned m the same month, 
under the title of tho ‘Public Lcdgei,’ he made a 
moieioimal and peTmanent atrangement Tor £100 
1 ye'll he undertook to furnish papers of an amusing 
ohdidctei twice a -week . and it is to tin? ongagement 
18 oumg that senes of papers on which Ins reputation 
as an es^ajist of thaveryiiat class is chiefly founded 
Store than, one wiiUi had put forth comments on 
passing events m the clniactcr of a foieign tiaveller. 
^ Genoese, named. Maiana, hid lod tho nay with a 
1 olumc wlucli hid rcceotly heen iTanslntcd into 
English, undci the title of ‘The Tinhibh Spy' 
The cslebinted Monte^imeu had imitated him in the 
‘Lotties Pei sannes’ And now Goldsmith, adopting 
the same idea, auipassed hobU the Italian and the 
Eienchmau AV*o\c a ytsav bofoie, in a sportive 
lettei to one of his lii-di fuonds^ ho had imagined 
a CLmosa phdo<;ophGr m » fnfcuie age commenting to 
bi5 pupila nn fchc €vcelli>ace of aome works which, 
though anonymous, wci« m fact the production of 
oup Oliver Goldsmith, who flouushed in the ISih 
and 19bh contuses, and lived to he 103 years old 
And ho now icvived the 3de.i, %ath the modificution 
of ma img lus CWse philosopher a coniempoiary 
laTelhug in linglaud, and toimuunicifcing his re- 

°f Balljin.dMm Tho letter is dated Aiw U 
and 18 given at length hy Pnor m lus Ij{v l ^ ’ 
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marks on what lie Raw to Ins Triends at homo. In 
the fourth number of the * Public Ledger ' he inseilod 
a humoious pief.ico on the phaiacter of Chinese 
authoig and wnting.s, appaiently intended to show 
that their style closely lesembled what that of a 
Biitish Essayist was, or ought to be — ‘‘ The Chinese 
aro always concise ; they aie simple , they are grave 
and sententious ” And the Pieface was accompanied 
by the first of tlio traveller’s letters Two nioie 
appeal ed in the course of the next week ; and they 
instantly beiame so popular as to form the chief 
attraction of the ' Ledger ’ Such they continued to 
ba through more than a hundred numbers j and 
though more than a centiuy has elapsed since their 
apptaiance, the applause which then greeted 
them has lost little of its warmth or vigour When 
afterwaids collected and repimted in a separate 
volume they weie entitled ‘The Citizen of the 
Woild,’ and tins, though a far less deiCripUve or 
accurate title, is that by which they liave smeo been 
genoially known A connected senes of papers 
naturally takes higher rank than a single detached 
essay, however hvely or sensible , and the plan of 
these letters admitted aninfiunfce diversity of subjects 
and treatment Juvenal had proposed to himself to 
embrace in his satires all that men do, or wish, or 
iear, oi dehght in, or aie offended at,^ and Goldsmith 
^ " Quicq^uid agunt lionunes, votum, timer, ira, voluptas, 
Goudia, discursiis, nostii est Ihirago hbelU " — i 80 
Tran'l.ited by Diyden. — 

” Whatever sincn that golden age vas done, 

What luimaii kind desires, and wlint thej’ shun, 

Itaqe, pasuoiis, pleasuie^ impotence of iidl, 

''hall tins Clinical collectioii Cil ” 
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raado the JucnbraUon*? of lMSpliito‘!opUicil tiavcllci 
equally compioliensive Tlic wi Win v»U\o. 

UxQ wenLtiessiCR, tlio follies of iliO'^o lUiong Aslioin for 
the momcnli liis lot js cast equally altisct Ins iiotieo, 
and m all Ins sonlimeiits and language aio such 
as become a plulosophoi' , Ins consul c, when lie is 
compellei tio blairo, gxase without bitLci'iicis , bis 
laughter, irhen he cAnnot but laugh, lieaity wifcliout 
j.’.penty or ludencss 

The letters at once esUblifcheil bis Janie as an 
essayist of the vciy lust class, and caused lus ac- 
c[imn1:ancQ to bo sought by all ulio felt or piofosseil 
1 lose for litontine — a body u-bich at that time 
mclvuled no meonsidoi iblc number of persons ol 
taebion o£ both soi.es PvwxlvO was so connected 
with Do'lsley, as the editoi of Ibo ^Aiiuuil Ttegislor,’ 
that it IS proba-blo that be bnd ah early bccotuo 
acquainted with bis coimtiyiuan , and Dr Deioy, 
aftei wards {amouR as the Disbop of Dromorc, and 
the editor of the well-hnonn ‘llohqucs of ihighsh 
Poetry,’ had sought him out a ycni oi tuo befoic, 
ana now miroclucod J«m to Johnson, who by ibis 
Urae had come to be lecogoisad as a fcupiemQ 
authoiity on all hteiajy questioiis, and who uas 
anxious for bis acquuntance, legaiding him as, “omi 
of ttiB very hist men we now bad as an aatboi , and a 
very worthy man too " ^Boiixell's ‘ Life of Jobnsou,' 

1 3S8) The acquaiul’nieB spepdiLy ripened into 
intimftcy, and we ire indebted to it foi mueb of oui 
■knowledge of Goldsmith's bahits and way of b\ing, 
since he was too impoifc'mt % membeL of Jobn^^on’s 
boeiefcy to be passed over by his biographer Boswell, 
tboagb 'Boswell does not always place bun m the 
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nio'?t favourahle light The IwosrrapliPr wn*; far fiom 
Ucmg tl\(’ slMpul jvPV'^on that M''.T.i\Ky 
him, but it i=; Aeiy piolnhlo that JIi. Prioi }<^ Hglit 
in thnikini,' him jraloii'? of Gohhimth’s laig^' sh.iip of 
John'von’'; fi'miulslop ■which ho <h Micii tr> monopnh'T' 
And I\lt Piioi has cutainlj’ piovcd that s.oine of tiio 
sloiic« of foolish savings and actions which Coswell 
attributes to him aie enlnoly void of foundation 
Johnson mtioducGd him to Iteynolds ; and -when, a 
year or two afterwnids, these celebrated fiieuds 
founded "The Club,” which «t)U flourishe'i as “The 
Literaiy Club,” GohhmitU mvjtcd to become 
one of the original membeis^ And he had hai’Jly 
joined it when he established beyond all dispute Ins 
Tight to a high place in such a society, by the pub- 
lication of ‘Xhe Tiavcller,’ a poem winch, if its 
compaiativc brevity compels us to lanlc it as but a 
cabinet picture when eompaied with othei* worlcs of 
gieater magmtudo, yet for truth and punfcy of 
feeling, for correctness of imageiy and delicacy of 
execution, need fear a compaiison with few of its 
bulkiei and more pretent’cn® iiaoils It was at once 
pTonounced the finest poem that had boun written 
since the death of Pope^ and Jlr Pnoi points out 
that its plan is eminently entitled to the prai-e of 
oiigmality, since it was a new feature in 'Travels’ 
to dwell more upon the moral cliuiacteiistics of the 
people of the difierent conntiies described than upon 
the local features and sccneiy And he claims for 
its author the merit of being, in tins lesjiect, the 
precursor and model of Lord Byron, whose ‘ Childe 

' ScBau account of “TheClnh” mLord Stmhope’s ‘Hi'Jtoi'j 
of England,' vi 4?? 
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Il'iifilfl ‘ “ wt \U Its k'liliii}' iHniil . m \j bi5 ( fui'ink'rril 
a kn»»l of * on o iiuiif* c'lniik'il 'I'llo” 

(‘ LifiJ of Oylilsuntb,’ « 27^) 

Tlio fiuno lio Imil ncqniifil ‘Inl )>nl nvik<‘ lain rdlo 
KnAc'CtV I'fo kji M»h J 

Ins liiljoiiis ns 'in an Pilitoi, nttcl oi*c isiniml!) 

ns n. bmiriaiilim, vom iinuaniHiiv' Tlu’W 

llioso wlifi uoulil fnn lirt .^0 iinlu«iil liisn in i'ii))inU 
111 an nOilitiOli'il laOil of voile, ttlinh Untloitbioilh 
llic} vonl<\ linvc fmiml iiiPluis lo ninkn pjoiif^Mo (<• 
him AC nun tiino, v r ilo iioi 1 now tlin jti rrisf 
dcc'is;dti, J^j I'kniAnin W 'S/ni\ ^insHu'k, nnti 

known liunbclt ju* a ibhypnt I'Mtj jni)t|»lili'(cci , xiis 
sent lo Inm by Ibo Cioxoiimnuit of tlm ilu, 
ofioi linn caru bUmcIn' if ho votiUl Hiiie m mjijxjjt 
of tlio aamnnstialioji ” To 3)i S-otC’s istoinsh 
ment, and, iiulced, imlipniilmn, !ip jojOfloil Ibo pro 
poaal, tbongli acdoinpnnied viUi .an oficr of llie 
TSKjo.t libctal payn'cnt. As Dr ScoU ilc-UikiV Ins 
aubver, “ Tfs x.ua so abswd as to fay, J” ran o'lin as 
much as viU supply my vanta withonl Mrilmi- foi 
any party, the assi^txucc tliorefoio you ofTc-i is 
unnccessuy to mo,”' 'Wo may difi.oi fiam Di 
Scott, and think that a man -uho, though h\m^ 
“m a miBcrnhlo set of charabois in the Tmaplo/’ 
could thus dcclmo oitcr=? xsliich must bind bun lo 
defend meisuieg which in bis heaii, poilmps, he du! 
not approve, but hit tuppoit of vbieU was io be 

munificently lowOTded, difsplayed not “absiuditv 

but an mdependencQ of spmt which can li.vrclly be 
too mneb admiiad. And, at aU events, it wiU hai.Uy 
be denied that, if a bargain bod been btiucl: winch 
* Pnor’g ' Life of GoldsnuUi ’ ii 27S 
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had given ns, instead of 'Tlio Deserted Tillage,’ 
‘The Vicar of Wakefield,’ and ‘She Stoops to 
Conquer,’ political pamphlets such as the ‘False 
Alarm,’ and ‘ Taxation no ll^raniiy,’ the gam to the 
existing adininistrateon would have been more than 
counterbalanced by an inealoiilahle loss to the litiiri- 
tnr© ot the country and of the world 

His boast that he could earn by his pen enough 
to supply his wants was not lU-founded The 
admiration excited by bis poem, coupled with the 
.success of his ‘Chinese Letters.’ had given the 
London publishers so high an idea not only of bis 
genius, but also of its versatility, that proposals for 
works of a wholly different kmd crowded upon bun, 
for all of which the publishers agreed to pay large 
sums lUr Prior has piinted agreements between 
him and the projectors of different histoncai works, 
by wbicb he was to receive a hundred guineas for 
each voUime. His first wurk of the laud was a 
■Histoiyof Home,' m two volumes, wbifb Johnson 
eirtolled as a plain norrativo, “telling tbo reader 
‘■bortlf all he could want to know , and written in a 
style that would bear frequent re-peni's’il " And he 
maintained that, as such, it was far supeuor to 
‘ Bobertson’s cumbrous detail.” It was followed by 
a ‘ History of England,’ on a siiailar scale , and that 
by A ■ History of Greece ’ And the pubhsberi ex- 
pected even mote fiom. a ‘ Hatuial History of 
Animals/ which be undertook, and of which tlie 
first volumes weie only published a few months 
before his death. It xras not, perhaps, a subject 
i.itb vhieh he was ospeafiily qualified to deal, as 
his acquaiutanco with it was undoubtedly supei- 
Ccial ; but Jolin«>n, while allowing bun no ginat 
6 
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knowloJ^e of it, piopliosied that “ho would oiako it 
tis eutei’taining as &. Por^mn tnlo , he had tlio m b of 
compiling, aud of sayjng eiciylliui!; ho had lo <:ft> 
in ft ploatiing mannei ” And lliw, pci hips 
utmost piftisB that can fairly he gnen lo \m liK 
torical works Thoj’ noio wtitieii m a Incl}', 
animated, and eminently pme ‘•tyl'', and piocmcd 
him tho letnaikablo compliment of being appointed 
Profcssoi of Histoiyto the B-ojftl Acaclcm}*, on tho 
original establishment of that famou!» inslitntinti , 
but, though abridgments of them, which mcto iiKo 
o’^ecuted by hioiself> long kept then place as schnnb 
books, they Imeheon Mipev'-cdtd by olhcr woik'^ of 
higher pietentions and gicatei lescarch "Whoiohe 
waft vmsvapaftsed wat \n \\oykft of a rooro oiiginal 
chainctor, in winch Ins fancy could oxpitiato iMthoiit 
the restramb impo'ied by facts upon a lustaiian 
The 6,uoco'<s of ‘The Traveller’ natinally tempted 
him to seek fresh gloiy in tlie field of poetiy , .ind 
it was soon known that ho wos omplo} ing himself 
on a poem founded m a great measuio on. bis own 
early lecollections On none ot Ins works, did bo 


ever bestow an equal amontit oi caro and laboui 
We are asftuied that he employed two yoarft m 
giving it the highest degree of polish, but, bifoie 
be ?ent it foilh to the woi.td, % furlber proof of his 
versatility hftd been afforded hy lus appearance as 
the author of a novel, ‘The Yicar of Wakefield ’ 
Its publication forms quite an. era in the bifttoiy of 
fiotion In tbe plot, and in the management of the 
details of tbe story, there aro not a fen mcon&i&t- 
eneiQS , to which, indeed, he may be legaided as 
pleading guilty m the shoit preface or idvertipe- 
inent which he prenxad to it, and which begins 
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witlx tlxe admission that " Tliere are a hundred 
faults in this thing, anti a handled things might h© 
said to prove them beanties. Bub it is needless A 
book may be amusing ivith numeious erroi’s, or it 
may be very dull without a single absurdity.” The 
verdict instantly given by the whole body of readers 
was, that it was “amusing,’* and something more 
That it was, to borrow by anticipation the character 
given of it by one of the veiy few novelists who 
have surpassed it, Sir "Walter Scott, *• one of the most 
delicious morsels of fictitious composition on 'which 
the hitman mind was ever employed ” In bis ad- 
vertisement he bad disclaimed for it pretensions to 
wit or humour , hut the correctness of the disclaimer 
was not acknowledged by its readeis On the 
contrary, many of the opening chapters are instmct 
with the very richest humour, many, too, with a 
touching pathos What is even more admirable, by 
reason of the qualities of an opposite chaiacter 
which disfigure the majority, and especially the 
most brilliant novels of that and the preceding 
generation, is the undeviating paiity of the work in 
every part , in the conception of the whole, and in 
the execution of the details. And the combination 
of these qualities was at once recognised by the 
unprecedented demand which arose for it It was 
nob published till the end of hlarch 1766 Before 
the end of the year it had run through three 
editions , nor was its popularity confined to this 
country It was tianslated into JVench, Italian and 
German, and to tins day ifc is frequently used in 
more than one foieign school as the book from which 
youthful pupils may be most piofitably taught the 
English language 

b 2 
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TKo (Ichghb (‘rui-'t'il hy'TIu'Vicfti ' 

had not fiMb'^ulod ttliMi thomnliot ciMtio for^nnl m 
a ncv' clinrnotci-, Uiat of n di’uinali'it Ayniii, in xlni 
piiiiby of his iiconos ovlnhiliti" n. cu’ditalilp difToi- 
cnco fvom the coinie Wnloift of tin j)i« i f'f'iio- 

I alien, ^^hDso aim npjw'.Mt'il In haMs I'PCU io lUlov'. 
over the ino'=;l wliaiiH'fpHS piolljp.iPV llu- jiioticlioi) <'f 
blie lao^t. sj^uTikling %i5U Gold^iTuiUi's rouii'iln’s aio 
but tuo ‘Tlio Good'iiatuied Mali* ninl ‘ feln' Ston]'-' 
to Oonqnor’ And it m jc*niml.ftWc. lhat ncothir ol 
tlio tlieati loiil managerR of the tlnj, Gaiiiclc nor 
Coleman, wati pangnmo of tlioit siicf-C'-^ Tliat of 
tbo foimoi of llsetno^vos indeed hut moiloi.ife , it 
eontnins moio Uicm ono scono of great Iminour, l>iH 
they aiQ connteibftfancrd t>y oiheis -v-hicU cm 
hardly be denied to bo lalboi tcdiou'- U\il tlio 
second, ‘She Stoops toConqiim/ js jmt bovond the 
leaob of ciiticvfciu or dwpaingcmont b} llin minplc 
fact, that above a ccnlnry uflor its first leprcscnta* 
tion, it IB still ft favouTilc, (ind in Dm inctio^iolitaii 
and country bheatics is still constantly acted, and 
never without applause, and, rrhat tbo author 
biHiBelf considered the Ruiosl tost of tho merit oF a 
comedy, langhtoi Indeed, next to Um mast crpioces 
of Shoiidan, it vrill probably be very gencndlj nd- 
imttcd bo have been tbe best comady piodnced m 
the last hnndiecl yeaib 

All these successes^ only heightened the eagorness 
with -winch the loug-prommod poom was looked for 
and at last, m May 3770, it came out uud« the title 
of The Deserted Tillage^ and it smpassed in 
popularity even the most adimred of las pievioiis 


‘She Stoops to Con(jTier* 
The Deserteil Village ' 


»*3, however, a lat^c 


\'ock than 
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works Bofoie the end of June tliieo more editions 
^7ere publislied and sold, and the favour vrhich 
greeted its first appearance, being founded on real 
and solid boautieSj can hardly be said to bo dimin- 
ished at the present daj Tlieii brevity, as has 
been pronously confes'ied, imy cause it and ‘ The 
Tinvellei ’ to bo legaided but as cabinet pictuics, 
when compaied with longer poems m many books , 
but length is a veiy unsafe and delusive ciitenon 
of c:icellence, and, hoviev’er they may suipass it in 
length, few poems in the language equal the real 
poetic feeling which pervaded the new poem, its 
ease and giace, or its biuth to nature, equally con- 
spicuous in the pictures drawn of scenery and of 
pBTBons j of 

“The norer-f uliiig brook, the busy null, 

The decent cliurch that tops the iieighhouriiij; hill , 

The havthorn hush with scats beneath the ^hade. 

For talking age and whispenng lovers made ” 

or of “ the village pieacher,” 

“ Passing rich -with forty pounds a j'car " 

The '‘village schoolmaster," of Koverei temper , “the 
long-iemembered beggai” .and “the bioken soldier,” 
who, cheeied by the vicar's sympathy, 

“ Wept o’er lus wounds or tales of sorrow done, 

Shoulder'd his crutch, andshow’dhon fields were won 

No doubt the poem owed much of its beauty and 
power to the fact that it was founded almost wholly 
on his personal esp°cieiice The village of Lissoy, 
near Ballymahon, wbeie much of his youth was 
passed, and of wHeh his brother Heniy was the 
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gemuR It was such as could only have been called 
forth by the still more valuable qualities of the 
heart Buike burst into tears on hearing of his 
death , and the gieafc painter Keynolds was so 
affected that he laid down his brush, and was too 
much overcome to losume it for the rest of the day 
He was buried in the giaveyard of the Temple 
Church, and a monumenb erected to hib memoi y 
m Westminster Abbey — a medallion, giving a 
fiiihful lepiesentation of his features, accompanied 
by an epitaph from the peu of Johnson, which, how- 
ever eulogistic, did not go beyond the writei’s honest 
conviction. It declared that thoie was scarcely any 
kind of composition that Goldsmith bad not at- 
tempted, tvnd not one which he bud attempted in 
which he had not excelled It was a grand pane- 
gyiic to have been earned by a man who was only 
forty-five yenia old at his death Noi was it a 
fleeting sentiment that thus honoured hie memory 
with tokens of sorrow and admnation A. hundred 
years after be had passed away, Tiiaity College, 
wheie he had completed his education, lesolved to 
honoui itself by commemorating the geniii'a of the 
most biilliant oinainents of hteiatuie that it had 
eicr sent foifh , and the gieafc contempoi.iiies, Gold- 
■^inith and Buike, iveio nghtly chosen as the two 
men whose works had leQecled the gieatest honour 
on the Univeisit) and the country, and when two 
bionze statues faithfully lepresentmg tlnir features 
weie placed m fiont of the college gales, the 
gcneial loico, not only of then native Ii eland, but 
of every nation by winch the JSnghsIi language is 
spoken, pionounced that few eomplnuents bad over 
been paid ivlncb icflecled greatei honour, not only 
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on ilioso wlio were iKe objecl'? of tlipm, but on ibo^'O 
who paid tlioni 

It woTild occupy too iniicli of our ^picp to eiiiei 
liGLC into an c\Mnfnattnn of GoUKraith’*' iiirilU as 
poet, no-vclisl, ami di.nnutisl It only or an 
that uc liaac to ticil villj Jiini an tins 
^o]ul^G, and it lu.vy not Imj out of pd ico to preface 
oiu roinarl^s on him jn lhi<! <hHniclc'i with -i fow 
general oVorvai ions on the liislor> and chaiaclerof 
English Essay writing, C‘>pcci'illy since that class of 
composition is raoro cullivalcd nt the jne'-ent d.vj 
tlinn at any preceding period 

ilohnson, in Ins Dictiouaiy, defines an ns 

" a loose sally of the mmd , an megtilm, undigested 
piece of composition , ” nnd suhcciincnlly, as “ a f nal ” 
(^’which, indeed, setm^v to lie tlio etymological 

meaning of tbo word), quoting Glaiuille, who, U\ the 
preface to one of his own composition'*, sajs— “this 
treatise piidcs ilscU on no liighor title thnn an 
essay, oi imperfect allompt at a subject “ John- 
son’s definition of “a tiealiso” being “a discouisoj 
a written tractate ” It I'lll Iiaidly be baid that this 
ciiplanation is clearer than tho word it piofessos to 
explain. But, from a gcneial point of vioiv, it may 
perhaps be laid down, though it is diflicult to di'aw 
a precise bna of distraction heWoen. the two, that u 
tiealiae diGeis fiom an essay an being more elabo- 
late and copious, to OBO a modern phrase, moie 
exhaustive ‘With tf.i? undeistamiing, wo may gay 
that of the Opuecula of Cicero tbo JOe jSeJzactnk 
and De Aimcilid aie tamtises, the Paradova aie essay s 
Among modern nations the English and the French 
are those by which essay writing has been most 
studied, though the earliest modern essayist wae the 
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great Italian MacWavelM ; a man, like our Gold- 
smith, of singular vOTsatility, dramatist, poet and 
historian. His short compositions on Florentine 
Sieiorms , on the nature of l^encbmen , on the aSairs 
of Germany, are clearly essays, not tieatises, and 
some might be inclmod to add to these hib slu’cwd 
commentaries on Hivy A Fietichman too, Mon- 
taigne, preceded the earliest oFoiir English essajnsts, 
but no two writers could he more unlike than the 
Florentine and the Frenchman Machiavelli being 
always as clear as he was profound m his views, 
close in his argument, and accurate m his language , 
while it cannot be denied that Montaigne is open to 
the charge that Gold&iiiit)i brings against of 

liaving been. during his whole life incapable of 
thin'kmg connectedly ” And it may be that he owes 
no small poition of the populniity which he enjoys 
among his countrynaen to the continst which Ins 
1 ambling style of thinking and writing, “without 
any decided plan, or distinct object, often ignorant 
whither he iS going, but nover in doubt whither he 
designs to go” (to quote the words of one who is 
not less a waim admirei than a 'shiewd critic), aftords 
to the logic.al precision of thought and language, 
w]iich are the more usual chaiacteiistics of Lis 
fellon^coiinti) men 

It -nas cqnallv difieient from the btylo of the 
Faglish wntei, who in bomo di^ree may bo called 
his conterapoi.aiy. Francis Bacon, Loid St Albans 
Moiit.aigne died ju 1592, and Bacon publivlind Lis 
fiisT series of o=says lu 1597," They wcie e='ajs in 

^ of C'li’cio'e ‘TupCulaii Di'pntations ’ Miscollnnoous 

vol ir,p 413 

* ‘ IJi 'sr-sphic Hnni-'Tstlk,’ sec Montamne 
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the stiictest sense of Jolm‘^n'b defitulion , nttoinpl'^ 
atnsubjGtU, pbghfc RlvCtcho*; of it., hints 
fmthei reilcotioDb to tho rc.iderj brief bnt most 
piegnant texts to he onlnigcrl upon 

by others We lunj be at «i loss vrhctiiei to 
Milton's ‘ Aicopngilie^’ an e'<yij or .i treatise ^ 
sTe hlioiild uiidoublcJIj gi\e the ii.initJ of trcili®^oto 
Dr}den’s composition on 'Sitne,' anrl ' Pi.iiii''t'c: 
Poesy,’ had not he himself entitled them 
They .ue rnaslcipieces of crilicn.1 comment and 
g\positLon, evidently intended to exhan^t LliQ 
ject^ with which they deni And one of them* the 
* Essay on Biamatic Poesy,’ may be thought more 
especially designed to show this intention, <iincc m it 
he has, to some ostent, inutalcd Plato, lepicseiitmg 
Ins work ns a d:scus«5ion between fecicml interlocutor? 

The next, the eighteenth centnry, howcaer, is that 
which, m the histoiy of our national hlerature, 
may be specially denominated tbo ago of the 
essayists Steele led the way Peiiodicnl papers 
bad, indeed, been pieviously pabliRhed at inlc.i>‘nls, 
most commonly on questions of policy (we do not, 
however, mclndo political pamphlets in om ideas of 
essays), but in some instances on matters of taste, or 
morality but even tbc names of them and of their 
authors have for the most part pciishcd, and indeed 
they probably did not deserve to live But in the 
middle of the reign of Queen Anno, Steele projected 
a teriGs on a new plan He called it the'Tatler,’ 
and the name T\ as indicative of the class of matter 
that was designed to be found in it As he hoped 
to obtain for it a circulation in the provinces as 
well as m toada!i,it was to appeal tbiee days in 
’ &ca Micanls^’a article on Adduon 
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every week, those on which the post left London , 
and it was to diffuse the gossip of the great city, 
on points of fashion, on dress, on the charms of 
reigning beauties, in shoit, on every topic which 
engaged the attention of the idle or cuiious He 
liira&elf had already achieved a fair popularity as a 
dramatist, and in his new undertaking be sought 
the assistance of Addison, who as a literal y man 
was as yet chiefly known as the author of a poem 
of very moderate merit, composed to celebrate the 
battle of Blenheim, bnt who could bung political 
influence to aid in promoting the ciiculation of any 
woik m winch he engaged, inasmuch as he wa^i 
Chief Seoietary in Iieland, and a member of the 
Xiish Parliament, Addison embraced the proposal 
with eagerness , and the alliance so formed was 
very fortunate for the senes, but less so for the 
original projector, since, as Steele himself confessed, 
the popularity of his own aiticles was greatly over- 
sliadowed by those furnished by his friend The 
‘ Tatler,' aftei lasting nearly two years, was discon- 
tinued to give place to the ‘ Spectator,’ by the same 
authors, with the aid of other writers of inferior 
mark, who had also been occasional contiabutors to 
its predecessor That also was continued for about 
the same length of time, jtrlien. it gave way to the 
‘Guardian,’ which, howevei, had no veiy long life, 
and aftei an inteival of some yeais, and in a new 
leign, was succeeded by the ‘Freeholder’ They 
had all a laige, foi the time an extraordinary eiicn- 
lation 5 but that which, in the eyes ai tbe later 
gODorations, is the ropio'^entative of all is unques- 
tionably the ‘ Spectator ’ , and, according to the same 
judgmont, the ‘Spectator* is little more than 
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Adrb'ion Aa tho pereonificniaon of the * Spectator, 
tlie monts of Addison hnvo Ijccn extolled by livo 
etttbusiaqtic ndraiiore, Jolinwin closes tlio bio 
giivplucal sketch of him \\'biih j<5 coniiviricd in the 
‘Lwob of UiQ Potts,’ wiWi iiiftiio o£ UiO " gonuiuf' 
Anglicifcm " of lns> stylo. *‘Whttt he .lUc’inptiHl he 
pel formed j he is novor feeble, imd ho did not amsIi 
to bs energetic , iio is never inpid, and ho noye: 
stagnates His sentences have neithoi stndiod 
amplitude, 7101 allectod bievily, his periods, ibougb 
not diligently rounded, aie voluble .ind cosy "Who 
over wisliea to obtain, an English stjle, fuJmhar but 
not coarse, elegant but not ostentatious, must give 
his days and nights to the study of Addison ” 
TbiB last acnlence is a manifest imitfition of Qiimti 
liAn’s eulogy o? Oiccro,* but "wo may gusiiecb that 
our DocIol was led thus to borrow the oology of tlio 
gieat Homan critic for his own count. yman, by a 
consciousness how widely the stjlo ot Addison 
diffeied fioni ins oivn For Lo was too acute and 
too candid not to be awaro of the defects of his 
own, which on ono occasion lio dcBcinhocl as having 
“too big words, and too many of them” Ot-hei- 
wise it might have occurrtd to him that one pnrfc of 
his piinegyne, to a certain extent, diBpioves the 
other, foi that a style, winch nevei aims at being 
'‘energetic,’' must ineiitably at times be “feeble” 
And we think it is geneially felt that not unfre- 
quently, esp'ecially m his monil essays, Addisou is 
feeble, and, to UbC a modera oapression, piosy 
His ciitiual aiticlps, especially those on ‘ P.iiadise 
Ijosi,’ arc almost umversally admitted to be un- 
worthy both of the subject and of the author 
^ “ Ilia fic profecisw sraat cm Cioaro raldo pla,f'6Uit " 
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More recently, one of the most distinguished 
writers of the last generation, whose disposition, 
however, always led him to run into extremes 
whether of piaise or blame, while ha fully endorses 
all Johnson’s ptaise of his style, adds to it an 
enumeration of almost eveiy conceivable excellence. 
According to Lord Macaulay, in humour he sur- 
passes Swift, and even "Voltaire j in wit he excels 
Congreve ; in ingenuity and liveliness of allegory he 
outdoes Lucian , m teen observation of, and sly 
satire on, tbe follies of the age, he equals Horace , 
in rich colouring he outvies the * Arabian Nights’ , in 
scenes from common life he rivals Goldsmith ; and, 
to crown all, his “religious meditations will bear a 
comparison with the finest passages of Massillon” 
We will not quote an old verse wliich afiirma that 
some praise is “satire in disguise,” nor would we for 
a moment withhold our cordial assent to the assertion 
that the lessons of morality which Addison incul- 
cates are always pure, that he observed varieties of 
character with penetrating shrewdness, and painted 
them with a delicate humour always under the con- 
tiol of good-nature and good-breeding We will at 
piesent content ourselves with pointing out that 
these admissions, which are made with cordial 
willingness, do not involve the assertion that even 
in these qualities ho had no equal 

Something less than forty years after the pubhca- 
tionof thelast ‘ITieobolder/ Johnson himself entered 
the ^anie arena, with the ‘ Rambler ' and ‘ Idler,’ to 
wards both of whicli he received so few contribu- 
tions from other miters, and those so unimportant, 
tint tlicj may both be legarded as the worlc of him 
alone But. though lus icputatiou as a gioat thinhei 
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and tii-lker ciea-ted a fair demand for tbem at the 
tinie, they have long ceased to attract noticCf and 
are known only to the cniious In truth his mag- 
niloquent and cnmbions fashion of speaking and 
writing, on no subject very well adapted to attract 
the generality ol readeis, was especially unsuitable 
for that lighter class of hteratme, which if it cannot 
he read with ease is not likely to ho read at all 
Still, as they sold for a time, they stimulated imita- 
tion, and m the ‘ LiSe o£ Johnson ' wo see occasional 
ruMition of the ‘Adventurer,* the ‘ Connois‘jeur,' and 
the ‘ Woildj' none oi which however tnaintaiued an 
esvfetence ior more than a few months, and all of 
which have Long been forgotten 

But between the publication of the ‘ Rambler ’ and 
the ' Idler,’ Goidsioitb, as wo have seen, settled m 
London to earn a livelihood by his pen , and, as has 
been alieady mentionod, began with contributions 
of eci&ay^ to di&erent magozmes , and the appearance 
of the ediUei ‘Chinese Letters’ was nearly comcidont 
with the issue of the last numbers of the * Idler ' As 
W6 have already seen, their exceHenoe was at once 
acknowledged Johnfaon franldy owned the authoi’g 
fcupononty to himself m that class of composition 
And we may fairly -mfor from the tones in which he 
from, time to time spoke of both, that he would hate 
hesitated to assert his mtorionty Bven to Addison 
We have seen the meiit«i which Lord Macaulay 
attributes to tlie latter, and, without attempting to 
mstituto any formal oompaineon between the two, 
we may fairly contend that many of the eseellences 
which Lord Macaulay attributes to the oue are found 
in high perfection in the other also. If ^ve seek for 
ingDurnty and hvehnesa of allegory the tale of 
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‘Azem tbe JIanhatei,’ or tte desciipfciou of ‘The 
Gai'Jens of Yu'tue and Tice,’ furnishes ample 
pioof that in fictions of this kind Goldsmith need 
have feaied no iivahy If we desne some Horntxan 
pleasantry on fashionable follies, the desciiption of 
the reception of the Chinese philosopher by the fine 
Hdy, or of the way in which he found himself at the 
mercy of the puffing shopkeeper, will suffiLiently 
gratify the most exacting taste for such delicate 
satire It may be admitted that in none of lus 
es';ays has Goldsmith drawn a character with the 
delicate discernment and hiunoui and the elaboiate 
finiSih which charm us in tbe poitiait of Sir Eogei 
de Covciley , bub bis pictiues of the whole IPnmroso 
Family, of the amiable and venerable father, of the 
simple eon with his gross of green speotaeles, and of 
the outdoing of the monotonous gallery of the Miss 
FLimboroughs, •\i’ith an oiange apiece m then bands, 
by the grand histoiical gioup which pioved too large 
to pass through any dooi in the house, show that it 
was only because the plan of tbe * Cbmese Letters ’ 
did not admit of so detailed a delineation of a single 
cbaiactei that they contain no counfcerpait to Su 
Roger 

Rut besides these lighter graces, the essays of 
Goldsmith are iicli in more solid excellences; they 
jxiamtain throughout as high a standard of vntuous 
feeling and moial purity as is to be found in John 
son himself, nho aimed especially at the fame of a 
rigid moralist , they aie peivaded tliioughout with 
an instinctive honesty that never palters with tiufcli 
They display, moi cover, a laigeness of view, and 
especially an flcciuacy of political judgment, which 
few wj iters, if any, of the century, except, perhaps, 
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Switfc, had liiUieito displayed U hiuv been often 
dwelt upon as a proof of Loid Ohesfcex field’ f? political 
foresight that be discerned signs of tbe revolutionary 
spirit which was beginning to animate the ITronch 
many yeais befoio it was devoloped in notion. Lord 
0iie‘5terfiold was a professed politician, hut in this 
instance of sagacity lift was not snpeiior to tho 
scholai m his gniiob, who, in ono of tho ‘ Cbineso 
Letters,’ is nt least equally distinct in his utteianco 
of the Tftiy same prediction, and who, mhis advocaoy 
of a relaxation of tho penal law^-, shows himself in 
advance of every statesman of Ins ago , suggesting 
the very reforms which, above half a century after- 
waide, Eomilly and Mochintosh made it their glory 
to promote Johnson admitted that jn style Addison 
did not wish to be oneigetic , but Gold‘>mith, not less 
easy and elegant, when oabe and elegance are all that 
ins subject demands, exhibits, when doaling 
graver subjects, a terseness and vigoiii which, perhaps 
no other writer of the century, except Swift, has 
equalled 

It may he added that, though we nro hero speaking 
of him only as an esbayist, in other blanches of litera- 
ture DoithcT Addison nor Johnson can ha compared 
to him for a moment Flattery itself could never 
place the ‘ Campaign,' nor even *Tho Vanity of Human 
"Wishes/ on a level with *The Deserted Village ’ , nor 
‘Cato’ or 'Irene' sutli * She Stoops to Conquer’, 
nor compare ‘ Hasselab’ to ^The Vicar of Wakefield ' 
If or should it be forgotten m oui estimate of Gold 
smith s geniut that all these great works were 
duced m fifteen yeais, and that the author had 
scarcely reached imddlo age when he was prema* 
turely cut ofi Literature has rarely sustained a 



fXTRODTJCTIOX. WMii 

greitei prolnWv no one ^^llO reflect *=; on Ivir 

genius nnd }n\ iinlustiy 'rill <jue-«bi*on the jURtjco of 
■Toimsou's conclusion, that the longer he Iind lucd 
the better he -woiUd have doserred lu« place among 
the gi'cat ;'niters of the nation in tho gieat Nnlioual 
Abbey. 

GoW^nufch hiiuself, m one of hi‘;iox*3ews, compl'iiiis 
of the gieat dilfioulty of mnkiog a selcctiou fiom 
■works when all arc cquallj' good ETis own great 
%aijeiy renders such a task ono of especial dilliculty 
in his case. In snch a puUication as tho pi o?£?xit it 
li impossible to a'void the oaiissioa of muoh tlmt one 
would hare desiied to insert But the aim of the 
Editor has been to give the reader an idea of the 
versatility of Gold«.inith’s genius, by showing the 
&kill with which be deals with every variety of 
subject 
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The F«.ie Machi??e a Reverie Fbo-m ‘The Bee,’ 

No. 5 

SoAEOEirY ft day passes in wbicb we do not; bear 
ccjnip\iTneTit'5^ai6-loT>rji\eii, Yope, and crt-herwrAsia 
of the last agc^ wbile not a. month comes forward 
that 39 not loaded with invectives against the writers 
of this Strange, that our critics sbould bo fond of 
giving their fovours to those who are insensible of 
the obligation, and their dislike to those who, of all 
mankind, are most apt to retaliate the injui'y. 

Even though our present writers had not equal 
meiit with their predecessors, it would be politic to 
use them with ceremony Every compliment paid 
them would be more ngiceable, in proportion as they 
least deserved it Tell a lady with a handsome face 
that she is pretty, she only thinks it her due , m is 
what she has heaid » thousand times before from 
otbei 3, and disregards the compliment but assuxe a 
lady the cut of whose visage is something more plain, 
that she looks killing tonloy, she instantly bridles 
up, and feels the force of the u ell-timed flattery the 
whole day after Complioients which we think aie 
deserved, we accept only as debts, with indiffeience ; 
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but tKose whicb conscience inform&i us ive do not 
meiit, we receive witli the same gratitude that vre do 
favour given away 

Our gentlemen, however, tvlio preside at the 
distribution of literary fame, seem lesolved to part 
with praise neither from motives of justice nor 
generosity one would think, when they take pen 
m hand, that it was only to blot reputations, and to 
put their &eals to the packet which consigns e\ery 
new-born effort to oblivion 

Yet, notwithstanduig the republic of letters hangs 
at present so feehly together — though those friend- 
ships which once promoted liteiary fame seem now 
to be discontinued — though every writer who now 
diaws the quill seenib to aim at profit, os well as 
applause, — many among them are probably laying 
in stores for immortality, and are provided with a 
sufficient stock of reputation to last the whole 
journey 

As I was indulging these reflections, in order to 
eko out the present page, I could not avoid pursuing 
the metaphor of going a journey in my imagination, 
and foimed the following Reverie, too wild for 
oHegoiy, and too regular foi a dream 

I fancied myself placed in a yard of a laige inn, m 
■which there was an infinite number of -waggons and 
stage-coaches, attended by fellows who either invited 
the company to take their places, or were busied in 
packing their baggage Each vehicle had its in- 
Rcrjpfcion, sho'wing the place of its destination On 
one 1 could read, The Pleasure Stage Coach , on 
another, The Waggen oF Indusfciy , on a third, The 
"Vanity Whim, and on a fourth, The landau of 
Riches I had some inclination to step into each of 
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these, on© after another } but, I know not by what 
means, I passed them by, and at last fixed my eye 
wpon a small carriage, berlin fashion, which seemed 
the most convenient vehicle at a distance in the 
woild j and upon my neaier approach found it to be 
The Fame Machine 

I instantly made up to the coachman, whom I 
found to bo an affable and seemingly good-natured 
fellow He intornied me, that he had but a few 
days ago leturned fiom the Temple of Fame, to which 
he had been, cairying Addison, Swift, Popp, Steele, 
Congreve, and Oolley Oibber , that they made but 
indifferent company by the way , and that he once 
or twice was going to empty his berlin of the whole 
cargo: ^‘However,” says he, “I got thorn all safe 
home, with no other damage than a black eye, which 
Colley gave Mr Pope, and am now returned for 
anothei coachful” — “If that be all, friend,” said I, 
“ and i£ you are in want of company, I’ll make on© 
with all my heart Open the door • I hope the 
machine rides easy ” — “ Oh, for that, sn, extremely 
easy.” But still keeping the door snut, and measur- 
ing me with his eye, “Pray, sir, havo you no 
luggage 1 you seem to be a good-natured soib of 
gentleman , but I don’t find you )iave got any 
luggage, and I never permit any to travel with me 
but such as have something valuable to pay for 
coach-hue ” Examining my pockets, I own I was 
not a little disconceited at this unexpected rebuff, 
but considering that I carried a number of tlie Bee 
under my arm, I was resolved to open it in his eyes, 
and dazzle him with the splendour of the page. He 
read the title and coiLtcn.<£; however, without any 
emotion, and assured me lie had never heard of it 
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bffoie Iij fcljoJ If •"'inJ lit", now Io‘inp 

lii^ foinior icHjcct, “jou must not como in I c'^pccf 
better invvpn^crs , Imt ns ^on 'Ofin tv hririnlc‘-s 
cir.ituic, iieihop^, if tliwfi lio loom left, I nuj'lct. 
\tm i!iU‘ a ubilp fo» <li »iit> " 

I now took iiij vt^ind liy llm cmoliman nt 
(Irnr , nml '•inrp T coold not (otiiiiinlid o Kit, '''■ns 

lOSoKinllo be n*- n*-priil iis jip'-Mltli*, nlti b)- m' 

UNSidnitv wint I <oubl not bv ui) nii'iit 

The iit\L tljiU jiiO'Ontt’il foi !i ivl'ito nns n most 
Nvlnrasinl tijimo jndrccl He u as bun;,' lound 'vitli 
r'vr®*'’^ composing, not nnlilvo tbo'-c 

Biug ballads in the nml come* dnncing up to 

tbo docn xMtbnll tboLOufidonLeof instant ndmitt’inro 
TKesobibihty of bi<5 motion mid nddreos picxt'ntcd 
•tii^ \jinTip n^)ic to TcaA inoic rntgu Wim* Uift 

MOid Insjit;clcir, wbicb x\ns uiitlon m peat Icttei** 
lit tSio top of some of tho pnxis Ho oponod tlm 
eoTclidoPi Ivinisclf -ttilhout anj cnomom, and xias 
jvist sbpinng in, wben tbc co^clninn, willi little 
ccicmonj, pulled luni Incb Onr iignio ercmcd 
porfocUj angij at tbis lepulso, and demanded 
gcntlctiian's satisfntiioo- “ Ijord, hirl” U'plied. tlie 
coacbin.iTi, ‘*m5>tovd of piopct Iu«g^ge, bv jova bulk 
you bccm loaded foi a Wc^t India xo^yage Vou nro 
big enough, XX itb nil your p.vpeis, to u-atk tx'opt} 
stago-conches U\c«se luo, ludood, Kir, fot you mubt 
not enlot ” Oui iiguio now began to expostulate , 
he assured fcUc coachman, that though his biggage 
teemed so bulTsy, it wns poifeotly light, and that ho 
would he contented xvith the sm lUest coiuei of loom 
But Jehu vns inflexible, nnd tlio cnjiicr of tbo 
luspcctois was Beat to dnneo back again, with nil hib 
papeis fluttoimg in the unnd "Wo ospectod to have 
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no more trouble from, this quarter, when, in a few 
minutes, the same figure changed his appearance, 
like hailequm upon the stage, and with the same 
confidence again made his approaches, diessed in 
lace, and cariymg noblung but a nosegay. Upon 
commg neaier, he thrust tho nosegay to the 
coachman’t, nose, grasped the brass, and seemed now 
resolved bo entei hy violence I found the struggle 
boon begin to grow hot, and the coachman, who was 
a little old, unable to continue the contest , so, in 
Older to ingratiate myself, I stepped in to ins assist- 
ance, and our united efforts sent our literal y Proteus, 
though v'oisted, uneonqueied still, clear off, dancing 
a rigadoon, and smelling to his own nosegay 
The person who after him appealed as candidate 
for a place in the stage came up with an aii* not 
quite BO confident, but somewhat, however, theatrical , 
and, instead of entering, made the coachman a very 
low how, which tho othci returned, and desiied to 
see his baggage 3 upon which he instantly produced 
some farces, a tiagedy, and other miscellany pro- 
ductions Tho coachman, casting his eye upon die 
caigo, assuied him, atpieseut he could not po^bibly 
have a place, but hoped in time he might aspii’e to 
one, as ho seemed to have lead in the book of nature, 
without a careful pei usal of which none evei found 
entiancG at the Temple of Fame. ‘'Wliat’” replied 
the disappointed poet, “sliail my tragedy, in which 
I have vindicated the cause of liberty and virtue 

" — “ Follow nature,” returned the other, " and 

QGvor expect to find lastang fame by topics which 
only please iiom their popularity. Had you been 
fiist m the cause of fieedom, or piaised in viitue 
more than an empty name, it is possible you might 
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Lave gained admittance, but at present I beg, Bir, 
yon will stand aside Jor anotlieY gentleman wKom 1 
see approacbing " 

This ivas a very grave peisonage, whom at eomo 
distance I took foi one of tho most icscivcdj and 
even disngieeable, figmes I had seen, bub as bo 
appioacbcd bis appearance improved, and when I 
could disbmguiah him Iboioughly, 1 peicoived that, 
m ^pite of the seventy of his brow, he lind one of 
the most good-natuicd countenances that could be 
imagined Upon coming to open the stage door, be 
lifted a parcel of folios into the seat befois bim, but 
our inquisitoiial coachman at onco shoved them oiifc 
again “ Wliat I not take lo my Dicfciouaiy ? ” ev 
elaimed tho other in a rag© “Be patient, sii,” 
i&phed the coachman* “ I have diovo a conch, man 
and boy, these two thousand years , but 1 do not 
remember to have cained above one dictionary 
during the whole time That little book which I 
perceive peeping from one of your pocjcets, may I 
prebume to ask what it contains 1 ” — “ A mere ti ifle," 
replied the author , “ it is culled tho Bnmbler 
The Hambler I ” says the coachman “I beg, bir, 
you'll take yom place , I have heard oua ladies in 
the Court of Apollo fiequenlly mention it with 
i.apture , and Oho, who happens to bo a little grave, 
has been hoard to prefer it to the Spectator , though 
others have obseived, that the lofloctions, by being 
ledned, Bometimes become minute " 

This grave gentleman was scaicely seated, when 
another, whoso appeaiance was ■?oiQ6thing more 
modern, seemed wilhng to entei, yet afraid to ask 
He cd,rned m his hand a bundle of essays, of ■which 
the coachman was ennous enough to inquire the 
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contents “These,” replied the gentleman, “are 
rhapsodies against the religion of toy country.” 
— “And how can you expect to come into my coach, 
after thus choosing the wrong side of the question?” 
— “ Ay, but I am right,” replied the other , “ and if 
you give me leave, I shall, in a few minutes, state 
the argument ” — “ Right oi wioug,” said the coach 
man, “he who distmhs leligionisa blockhead, and 
he shall never travel in a coach of mine” — “If, 
then,” said the gentleman, mustermg up all his 
courage, “if I am not to have admittance as an 
essayist, I hope I shall not he repulsed as an 
historian; the last volume of my history met with 
applause Yes,” leplied the coachman, “but I 
have henid only the appiored at the Temple of 
Eame, and as I see you have it about you, enter, 
mthout farther ceremony.” My attention was now 
diverted to a crowd who were pushing forward a 
person that seemed moie locLned to the Stage-coach 
of Riches , but by their means he was driven 
forward to the same machine, winch he, however, 
*;eeiQed heaitily to despise Impelled, however, by 
then solicitations, ho steps up, flourishing a volu- 
minous history, and demanding admittance “Six', I 
have foimeily heard yoiir name mentioned,” says 
the coachman, “but nerei as an historian. Is there 
no other work upon which you may claim a place ? ” 
— “None,” replied the other, "except a romance, 
but this is a work of too tnflmg a nature to claim 
future attention ” — “You mistake,” says the inqm- 
sitor , “ a wfll-written romance is no such easy task 
as 15 generally imagined. I remetabev formerly to 
have earned Ceivantes and Segrais; and if you 
think fit, you may enter ” 
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Upon owr tluee htoiaiy tinvellcis coanog Juto 
fearne coach, I listened attentively to hear ivhat 
might be the conveisation that passed, upon th^ 
e\'tiaordmaiy oecasion, when loifcoid of agiceahle 
or entGitaxning dialogue, I found them grumbling 
at each other, and eaoh seemed discontented with his 
companions Stiangol thought I to myself, that 
they who are thus bom to enlighten the world, 
should still pieseive the nauow prejudices of child- 
hood, and, by disagieeing, nialco even the highest 
meiit iidiculouB Were the loainod and the wise to 
unite against the dimccs of society, iD'>tcad of EOine- 
tmies f-iding mto opposite paibics with them, they 
might throw a lustre upon each other’s rcjiut ition, 
and teach evory lank of suboidinnto merit, if not to 
admue, at least not to avow dislike 

In the midst of ihese reflections I poiceived the 
coachman, unmindful ol me, bad now mounted the 
box Seveial were appioachmg to bo taken lU 
whose pretension's I was fcouMble were very just, I 
tboiefoie do;>iicd him to stop, and take in mcie 
pastsengGis bub be replied, as he had now mounted 
the bos, lb would be impiopcr to tome down, hut 
that he I'hould take them all, one after the other, 
when he should letum So he diove away , and foi 
myself, as I could not get m, I mounted behind, in 
order to hear the conversation on the way, 
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Oi7 THE Instability- of Worldly Grandedb Ebom 
‘Tni: Bee,’ No 6 

Aji alehouse koepei near Islington, who bad long 
lived at the sign of the French King, upon the com- 
mencement of the last var -with France, pulled do^\n 
his old sign and put up the Queen of Hungary. 
Under the influence of her rod face and golden 
sceptre, he continued to soil alo till she -was no 
longer the favourite of his customers , he changed 
hoi therefore, some tune ago. for the King of Prussia, 
■who may probably be changed m turn for the next 
great man that shall be set up for vulgar admira* 
tion 

Our publican in this imitates the gieat exactly, 
who deal out their figuies, one after the othei, to 
the gazing ciowd bene.ath them When wo haii’e 
sufficiently wondered at one, that is t.sktn in. and 
.mother exhibited id its jtoom, which eeidoni holds 
its station long, for the mob a\e evor pleased with 
vaiiety 

I must own I have such an mdifferenb opinion of 
the vulgar, that I am ever led to suspect that ment 
which raises then shout ; at least I am cei tam to 
hnd those great and sometunes good men, u ho find 
satisfaction in such actlamafeions, made worse by it , 
and history has too fiequently taught me, that the 
head winch has giowu thu> day giddy with the loar 
of the miliion ha* the very next been fixed upon a 
pole 

As AJewnder VI was enteiing a little town in 
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the ncighbouiliood of which hnd just been 

evacuated by the enemy, lie perceived the townsmen 
bui,y in the marketi-plnco lu pulling down from a 
gibbet a figuio which had been designed to 
lepiesent himself Tlieie weie also some knocking 
d.o'\M 2 a neighbouring statue of one of the Oismi 
family, vith whom he was at ^ai, in onlei to put 
Aipiandei’s effigy, when taken down, in its jilnte 
It IS possible a man who knew less of the woild 
would have condemned the adulation of those bnie- 
faced Batterers , but Alexander seemed pleased at 
then zeiil, and, turning to Boigia liis son, said witli a 
smile, Tides inter 

et elaiuam — *' You see, my sod, the small difference 
between, a gibbet and a statue ” If the gieat could 
bo taught any lesson, this miglit soive to teach 
them upon how wcik a foundation then glory 
stand*!, which is built upon popular applause , for 
as such piciso what seems like merit, they ns 
quickly condemn what has only the appeaiance of 
guilt 

Popul.ir gloiy as a peifect coquette her loveis 
must toil, fetl ereij ini|uietude, indulge ever> 
c.ipiice, and perhaps at last bo jilted into Iho 
baigain Tiuo glory, on the other hnml, lesemblos 
a woman of «ense* liti adraireia must piny iw 
tijclis; they feel no gieat anaiety, foi tliey are 
Slue in Ibo end of being roavaided in pioportion to 
fchcir merit When Swift u'od to nppoir in publse, 
ho generally had the mob shouting m Ins tram 
“Plague toko lbe«o foojsj” ho uouJd *:)}' “how 
nuirh jrt\ might ill this biwlmg gi'.e luy Ix)id 
^favoi ' ” 

\Vc lia\o fccen tho«e airtucs uhich UavOx white 
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living, retired from the public eye^ generally 
transmitted to posterity as the truest objects 
of admiration and piaise Perhaps the character 
of the late Duke of Marlborough may one day 
be set" up, even above that of his more talked- 
of predecessor; since an assemblage of aU the 
mild and amiable virtues is far superior to those 
vulgarly called the groat ones I must be pardoned 
for this short tribute to the memory of a man who, 
while living, would as much detest to receive 
anything that wore the appeai'ance of flattery, as 
I should to offei it 

I know not how to twm so tiite a subject out 
of the beaten road of commonplace, except by 
illustrating it xatber by the assistance of my 
memory then my judgment, and, instead of making 
reflections, by telling a story. 

A Ohmese who had long studied the works of 
Confucius, who knew the characters of fourteen 
thousand words, and could read a great part of 
every book that came m bis way, once took it into 
his head to travel into Europe, and observe the 
customs of a people whom he thought not very 
much inferior to his own countryman in the arts of 
refimng upon every pleasme Upon his arrival at 
Amsteidam, his passion for letters naturally led him 
to a bookseller’s shop , and, as he could speak a 
little Dululi, he civilly a'^ted the bookseller for the 
woiks of the immortal Uixofou The book'ieller 
u‘:^ured him he had never beard the book mentioned 
before “Wliatl have you never heard of that 
immortal poetl” returned tbo olhoi. much sur- 
prised, “that light of tho eyes, that favourite of 
Inng's, that io«o of peifection! I suppo-?? you know 
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nothing of tho immortal Fipsihihi, pecond cousin to 
tke inoon^ ” — Notliing afc nil, lOtloBd, Bii," returned 
the other — ■“ Ala^ * ” crie^ onr traveller, “ to what 
puiposB, then, lins one of tliesa fnsted to death, and 
the other offered himself up as a sacrifice to the 
Tartarean enemy, to gam a renown which has 
never travelled beyond the piccusots of China ! " 
There is scarcely a village m Europe, and not one 
university, that IS not thus fiiinishcd With its little 
great men The head oi a petty corporatiCiTi, who 
opposes the deatgns of a prince who would 
tyrnncically force hie subjects to save thojr best 
clothes for Sundays — the puny pedant who finds 
one undiscovered propoity in the polype, defcOJibcs 
an uuhoeded piocebs m the skeleton of a mole, 
and whose mmd, hke hie microscope, peioawob 
nature only in detail — the rhymer who makes 
smooth varies, ard paxutB to our iiaagmatioa when 
he should ^pe ik to oiir beai'H — all equally fancy 
themselves walking forward to immortality, and 
desire the crowd behind them to look on The 
crowd takes them at fclieir word Patriot, 
philosophei, and poet are shouted in tlieir train 
Where \sas theie ever so much merit seeix^ no times 
BO import int 111. our own’ ages yet unboin ■^bjll 
gazo with wonder and applause ' To such, music 
the irapoitant pigmy moves foiward, biistling 
and swelling, and aptly oompaTed to a puddle in 
a storm 

I have hvod to see genorala who ones bad crowds 
hallooing after them, wherever they went, who were 
bepiiiised by newspapers and magazmos, thoae echoes 
of the voice of the vulgar, and y et they have loug 
sunk into mejited obscmity, with scarcely even an 
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epitaph left to flatter. A few years ago the herring 
fishery employed all Grub Street, it was the topic 
in every coffee-house, and the burden of every 
ballad We were to drag up oceans of gold from 
the bottom of the sea, we were to supply all 
Europe with herrings upon our own terms At 
present we hear no more of all this We have 
fished up very little gold that I can learn j nor 
do we furnish the world with herrings as was 
expected Let us wart but a few years longer, and 
■we shall find all our expectations an hemng fishery 


III. 

Custom AND Laws OoiiPritED Fuom ^ The 13ee/ 
No. 7. 

\That, say some, can give us a more contemptible 
idea of a large state, than to find it mostly governed 
by custom , to have few written laws, and no boun- 
daries to mark the jurisdiction between the senate 
and the peopled Among the number who speak in 
this manner is the gre.’it Moutesqnieu, who asserts 
that eveiy nation is free in proportion to the number 
of it<5 wiitten laws, and seems io hint at a despotic 
and arbitiaiy conduct in the piesent King of Piussia, 
who has abridged the laws of Ins country into a 
short compass 

As Tacitus and Montesquieu happen to diffei in 
sentiment upon a subject of so much impoi 
(fot the Homan expies>sly asserts that the state is 
geneiall^ \ icious in proportion io the numbei of its 
laws), It will not be nmiss to examine it a little more 
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minutely, and see ■whether a state wliiclij like Eng- 
land, IS bmdened with a miiltiplicity of written iawSj 
or winch, like SwitzeiJand, Geneva, aud somo other 
republics, is governed by custom and the determina- 
tion of the judge, is best. 

And to prove the superiotity of custom to wiittcn 
law we shall at least find history conspiring Ous 
tom, or the traditional observance of the piactice 
of their foiefathexa, was what directed the Eomans 
as Well in their puhhc aa piivate determinations 
Custom wa^ appealed to m pionouncmg sentence 
against n criminal, where part of the foimulaiy was 
wore majorum So Sallust, speaking of the ospulsion 
of Tarquin, say& mvtato wore, and not Isqe muiatd, 
and Viigil, pcMiflgue tTnponcro moiem So that, on 
those tunes ot the empire m whicli the people le* 
tamed their kboity, they weie governed by custom , 
when they eanlc into oppxession and tyranny, they 
were restrained by new laws, and the laws of tradi- 
tion viore abolished 

As getting the ancients on our side is half a 
victory, it will not be amiss to fortify the argument 
■with an obseivation of Chrysostom'^ "That the 
enfclaved are the fittest "to be governed by laws, and 
free men by oustam ” Custom. partaJies of the nature 
of parental injunction , it is kept by the people them- 
selves and observed with a willing obedience The 
observance of it must, theiefoie, be a maik of free 
dom, and coming ongmally to a state from the 
reverenced founders, of its liberty, will be an en- 
courageraeiit and assistance to it in tbs defence of 
that blessing but a conquered people, a nation ot 
slaves, must pietend. to none of this freedom, or 
these happy distinctions, having, by degeneracy. 
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lost all right to their brave forefathers' free institu- 
tions, their masters ■mil in policy take the forfeiture , 
and the fixing a conquest must be done by giving 
laws, which may every moment serve to remind the 
people enslaved by their comjaerors, nothing being 
more dangeioiis than to trust a late subdued people 
With old customs, that presently upbraid their 
degeneracy, and provoke them to revolt 

The wisdom of the Roman republic in tbeir vene- 
ration foi custom, and backwardness to intioduce a 
nerv law, ■was peihaps the cause of their long con- 
tinuance, and of the viitues of which they have set 
the woild so many examples But to show )n whiit 
that ■wisdom consists, it may be proper to observe 
that the benefit of new wiitten laws is meiely con- 
fined to the consequences of their obseivanoe, but 
customaiy laws, keeping up e voneiation for the 
founders, engage men in the imitation of their ■virtues 
as well as policy To this may be asciihed the le- 
hgious regftid tho Romans paid to their foiefathois’ 
meinoiy, and their idbeiiug for so toany ages to the 
piactice of the same viitues, which nothing con- 
fciibuted moie to efface Iha-n the intioduction of a 
voluminous body of new laws over tho neclc of 
^ eneiable custom 

The simphcity, conciseness, and antiquity of 
custom give an an of majesty and immutability' 
tliat iii'-pnes awe and veneration , but new laws aie 
too opt to be \olnmmoiMv peiplexed, and mdetei- 
luinate, viienco must neces^aiily iuij,e neglect, con- 
tvinpt, and iguoiance 

As cvciy human institution is subject to gioss 
nnpeifcctionc, --o lius must noce'-'i.iiily be liable to 
the p mic jncourenauices «iid then defects •^onu 
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lepoits, which, may he teimed the acts of judges, 
are every day becoming more voluminous, and load- 
ing the subject with new penalties 

Laws ever increase m number and seventy, until 
they at length, are strained so tight as to break 
themselves Such was the case of the latter empire, 
whose laws were at length become so stiict, that 
harhaious invaders did not bnng servitude but 
hbeity 


Ayr Account op toe Augustan Age of England 
From 'The Bee,’ No S 

Tub history of the rise of language and learning 
IS calculated to gratify curiosity lather than to 
satisfy the understanding An account of that 
peiiod only nhen language and learning nirlved 
at its highest peifection is the mo»t conducive to 
real impi ovfimpnt, since it at once raises emulation 
and diiects to the propei objects The age of Leo X 
in Italy is confessed to bo the Augustan, ago with 
tbom the Fiench writcis «:eein agieed to give the 
came appellation to that of Louis XIY but the 
Eughsh aie yet undetermined iMth le'^pect to 
themselves 

Some have looked upon the writeis in the tunes 
of Qaecn EliTaheth as the tine stancJaiJ for future 
imitation , others have cle’^cended to tho leign of 
James I , and others still lower, to that of CIi.uIgs II 
Weie I to ho peimitted to offer an opinion upon 
this ‘subject, I should leadily give my \ote foi the 
leigu of Queen Anne, or some joais bofoio that 
I'eriod It vas tlien tint taste was united to geimie , 
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and as befote oiu? -wttfcers charmed with their 
stTongth of tbinkihg, So then they pleased with 
strength and grace united In. that period of 
British glory, though no writer attracts our 
attention singly, yet, like stars lost in each othei’s 
brightness, they have cast such e. lustre upon the 
age in which tliey Jired that their mimitest traos 
actions will be attended to by posterity with a 
greater eagerness thin the most important occur- 
rences of even empires which have been, tiansacted 
in greater obscurity. 

At that period tbci e seemed to bo a just balance 
between patronage and the press Before it, men 
were little e'lteemed whose only merit was genius, 
and since, men ^pho can prudently be content to 
catch the public, are ceitam of hving without 
dependence But the writers of the period of which 
I am. speaking, weie sodicioDily esteemed by the 
great, and not rewarded enough by booksellers to 
set them above dependcuce Patoe, consequently, 
then was the truest load to happiness , a sedulous 
attention to the mecliamcal business of the day makes 
the present nevei -failing resource 

The sige of Oliailes II , whicli our countrymen 
term the oge of wit and immorality, produced some 
writers tint at once seived to impiove our language 
and coirupt our hearts The king biiii‘5elf hud 'i 
Urge shaiQ of knowledge and some ivit , and his 
coujfcicis wore generally men who had been biought 
up in the school of affliction and expeiience H'ur 
this reason, when tho snnshme of their fortune 
xetuined, they gave too great a loo'se to pleasure, and 
language was by them cultirated only ns a mode of 
elegance, Hence it became more enervated, and wes 
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dashed -with quaiatnesses, which gave the public 
writings of those times a very illiberal au. 

L’Estiange, who was by no means so bad a ivriter 
as some have represented him, was sunk m party 
faction . and having generally the worst sido of the 
argument, often had recourse to scolding, peitness, 
and, consequently, a vulgarity that discovers itself 
even in hismoie liberal compositions He was the 
first writer who regularly enlisted himself undei the 
banners of a paity for pay, and fought for it, through 
right and wrong, for upwards of forty litoraiy 
campaigns This intiepidity gained Imn the esteem 
of Cromwell himself , and tho papers he wrote e^en 
just before the Revolution, almost with the ropo 
abouthisneok, have his usual characters of impudence 
and peisevorance That he was a standard writer 
cannot be disowned, because a great many very 
eminent authois formed their style by his. Bub his 
standard was far fiom being a just one, though, 
when party considerations ore set atide, he certainly 
was possessed of elegance, ease, and peispieuity 
Uryden, though a gieat and undisputed genius, 
had the same cast as L’Estiange Even his nlaya 
discover him to be a party man, and the same 
pimciple infects his style m subjects of the lightest 
nature , but the English tongue, as it stands at 
piosent, is gieatly bis debtor He first gave it 
legular haimony, and discovered its latent powers 
It was his pen that foimed the Cougieves, the 
Rnois, and the Addisons, who succeeded him, and 
had lb not been £oi Dryden, we never should have 
known a Pope, at least in the meriiiian lu&tie he now 
displays Bub Drydea’s excellences as a wntei weie 
not conBned to poetry alone Therd is m his prose 
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flow bpontaneously from inward conviPtioB BArrow, 
iiongK greatly his snpenor iij. learning, falls shoib 
of him in other xe^ipects 

The time seems to be at band when justice will 
be done to Mr Cowley's piose as well as poetical 
writings, and tliongli his friend Dr Sprat. Bishop 
of Eoohebter, m his diction falls far shoit of tlie 
abilities for which he has been celebrated, yet there 
IS sometimes a linppy flow in his peiiods, somctliing 
that loohs like eloquence The style of hiS snccesboi. 
A.tierbmy, baa been much commended by bis friends, 
which alwajs happens when a man distinguishes 
himssclf m party , but theie is in it nothing estra^ 
ordinary Etbh tlio speech which ho made for 
Inmseli at the bar of the House of Loids, before h** 
Was sent into exile, is void of eloquence, though it 
liA6 been cned up by bis fi lends to aiidi a degree 
that his enemies have suftered it to pass uncensured 
The philosophic manner of Lord Sbaftcsbiiiy s 
writing ife neaiev to that of Ciceio than any English 
author has jet arrived at, but perhaps Lad Oicero 
Written in English, Ins composibion would have 
, greatly exceeded that of our countryman The 
diction of the latter is beautiful, but sneh beauty as 
upon nearer inspectum carries with it evident 
symptoms of affectation Tins has been attended 
with very disogreeablo cons-equence': Nothing is bo 
easy to copy as affect rtion. and lii«? Lordship’s ranh 
and fante have procured lum. more imitators m 
Britain than any other writer I know , all f xithfoHy 
preserving bis blemiehes, hut unhappily not one of 
his heanties 

Mr Trenchard and Dr Davenant were political 
writers of great abilities m diction, and then 
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pamphlets are now Btandaids in that way of wntmg 
They weie followed by Dean Swift, who, though 
in other respects far then* supeiior, never could 
arise to that manliness and clearness of diction 
m political writing for wbidi they were so justly 
famous 

They wci e all of them exceeded by the late Lord 
Bohngbioke, vhose strength lay in that province, 
for as a philosopher and a critic he was ill qualified, 
being destitute of viitne for the one, and of learning 
foi the other. His writings against Sii Robert 
Walpole are incomparahly the be$t part of his woiks 
The personal and perpetual antipathy he had for 
that family, to whose places he thought his own 
abilities had a right, gave a glow to his style, and 
an edge to his manner, that never yet have been 
equalled m political writing His roisfortuneB and 
disappointraents gave his mind a turn which Ins 
fiiends mistook for philosophy, and at one time of 
his life he had the art to impose the same belief 
upon some of his enemies His idea of a patriot 
king, which I reckon (as indeed it was) amongst 
Ins writings against Sir Robeit Walpole, is a 
masterpiece of diction Even in his other woiks 
hjs style is excellent, hut where a man either does 
not or will not undeistand the subject he wiitos on, 
there must always be a deficiency In politics, he 
Avas genei.illy master of ivhat he undertook j in 
inoials. never 

Jlr Addigoii, for a happy and natural style, will 
be always an honour to Jtiilish litciatuio His 
ciiction, intfcecf, wants stiengt.fi, hut it is equal to 
all the subicets he undertakes to handle, as he 
nevei (at least in iis finished works) attempts any- 
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thing either m the argnmentw-ive oi dcmonsfcrativi, 
way 

Though Sji Bichaid Steele's lepTitation as a public 
uTiter was owing to his conDecoious with Mr Addi- 
son, jcb, aftei their intimacy was formed, Steele 
sank, in hia meiit as au autluu This was Bo 6 oning 
so much to the evident supenonty on the part of 
Addison, ns> to tlie UDDatmal efforts which Steeb 
made to eciiial w edipse lum Tlii'i emulatioa 
destloyed that ge.iB»j» flow of diction which 
discoi.-erabb m .ill iis foiDier coinpositions 

Whilst then' witings engaged attention and tbo 
favour of the publii^ rcitei^ed but unsHcccssful 
endeavours ueie mndo tow,vids fommg a grarnroai 
of tbo English language The auliiois of thora 
efforts wont upon wrong pijac'ple'- Insteid of 
eadoaroBung to icfcrcnch the obiurditios of 
language, and bunging it to » eeriaia cntoiiwv 
then gramniJis weio no othti tliun a collechou 
rubs attemptii^ to satmali-'o those ahauiditieN ^^tiil 
bung thorn under a regular eysieui 

Somewiiat eSmmU howticr. might hove been 
ilouo towAids fixing the btaiid.ird of the Engh^l’ 
language, had jfe not been for tlio spirit of pariy 
For both TYIugs jsd Xcaies Uini' ambitinusto ■stand 
at the Jkoi) of h* greet a dcagn. tho Queen’s dentli 
liappeppd hcfwe any p>an of an icadeniy could ho 
lesolrcd on, 

Jlcaan'iiiic, the necessity of such an inst’talion 
beenmo erciy day more sppatcQt The peiiodu-i' 
fiiul polilia'il a.iitcis, nlw tlreo SKaiinO'!, ailopt'’il 
the vciy nowl mnniier of L’Estiungc, tiil not ovl) 
n!I dcti'nc}', but all propriety, of latipiiasre wun Ic-t 
111 Ihf imtioii Labile, a pttit wiitei, iMtli soivu’ nit 
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and learning, insulted tlie government every week 
with the grossest abuse His style and manner, 
both of ■which were illibei'al, were imitated by 
Hidpatb, Defoo, Dunton, and others of the opposite 
party, and Toland pleaded the cause of atheism 
and immorality in much the same strain ; hif, subject 
seemed to debase his dioiaon, and he ever failed most 
in one. when he giew most licentious in the othei 
Towards the end of Queen Anne’s reign some of 
the greatest men in England devoted then time to 
party, and then a much better mannei obtained m 
political writing 3tfr "Walpole, hir. Addi'^on, hir 
Mainwanng, Mr Stcelo, and many members of both 
houses of Parliament, drew then pens for the Whigs , 
but they seem to have been overmatched, though 
not lu aigument, yet m writing, by Bolmgbioke, 
Prior, Swift, Aibubhnot, and the other fiiends of the 
opposite party. They who oppose a ministry have 
al'ways a better field for ndicule and reproof than 
they who defend it. 

Since that period our writers have either been 
encouraged above their roeiits or below them,. Some 
Avho were possea^ed of the meanest abilities acgmied 
the highest preferments, while otheis who seemed 
born to reflect a lustre upon their age perished by 
want or neglect More, Savage, and Amherst weie 
possessed of great abilities, yet they wore suffeied 
to feel all the nneeiies that usually attend the 
ingemons a.ntl thn itnpiiider.'fc — that attend, mon of 
strong passions, and no phlegmatic reserve in their 
command 

At piesent, •were a man to attempt to improve his 
foitune 01 inciease his fiiendship by poetiy, he 
would soon Icel the anxiety of disappointment. The 
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pi ess lies open, and is a benefactor to every sort of 
literatuie but that alone 

I am at a loss ivhetber to a^cnbo ttis fallirig o2 
of the public to a, nc’ocs ta&to m the poet oi in 
them Pethapg both are to bo lepiehended The 
poet, eithei duly didactic, gives us rules 'which 
niiglit appear abstruse even in a system of ethics, or 
tiillmgly volatile, wiitos upon the mo'^fc unworthy 
subjects, content, if he can give music instead of 
SQiLSQ , Gonteut, if he can paint to the lino gmafcion 
without any desires or endcavouis to affect the 
pubhc, tlierefore, ‘with justice, discard such empty 
sound, winch has nobbing but a ]nigle, or, irhat is 
worse, the unmusical flow of blank ver^e, to reoom* 
mend it The late method, also, into which oui 
n6^TOp^pors bare falleo, of on ©pitoiae of 

eveiy new publication, mu-st greatly damp the 
wiiter'b geniub He finds himself, in this case, at 
the mercy of men who have neithoi abilities nor 
leainmg to distinguish liis merit He finds his own 
composiUon mixed with the soidid trash of eveiy 
daily ecribblei There is n suflicient Bpectcaen giveu 
o£ his woik to abate cmiosity, and jet bo mutilated 
as to Tender him cxinbemptible His first, and 
peihaps hiB Becond, work by these means Smk, 
among the crudities of the age, into oblivion Fame, 
be finds, begins to turn bet back ho thoiefore flie*? 
to 2»rofit, -which invites him, and ho oniols liiinsalE m 
the lists of dulness and of avaiice for life 

Yet there .ire still among us men of the greatest 
abilities, and who, in some pats of learning, have 
Biirpassed then picdcccs«;ors Justice and friendship 
might here impel me to speak of names which will 
ehine out to all posterity, hut prudence leattams me 
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froni what T should otheiwise eageily embrace Envy 
might rise against eveiy honoured name I should 
mention, since scarcely one of them has not those 
•who are his enemies, or those who despise him, &c. 


V. 

Carolan • The Irish Bard. Miscellaneous Essays 

There can he perhaps no gieater entertainment 
than to compare the rude Celtic simplicity -with 
modern lefinement Books, however, seem incapable 
of fumibhiDg the paiallel , and to be acquainted 
with the ancient manncis of our own ancestors, we 
should endeavour to look for then remains in those 
countries which, beiug m some measure letired from 
an inteicouise ■with other nations, are still nn- 
tmetured with foreign refioement, language, or 
breeding 

The Iri&h will sati«?fy curiosity in -this lespect 
prefeiably to all other nations I have seen- They, 
in several paits of the countiy, sLiU adhere to theii 
ancient language, diess, furniture, and supeistilions, 
seveial customs exist among them that still speak 
tlieir oiiginal , and, m some icspocts, Goitiai’s 
de'5cription of the ancient Biitons is apphcablo to 
tbe^e 

Their haiils, iu pailiculnr, are still lielcl in gioat 
veuei-ation among ibem, thoce tiadifion.il heiulds 
aie invited to eveiy funeial, lu oidei to fill up the 
intoivak of tho hoxrl with then songs andhaip^ 
Iu tlie^e they rehearse ilie actions of the nneestovi of 
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the deceased bewa.il the bondage of theiT couQtrv 
under the English goveiniaetifc, and genei.tUy con 
elude with advising ihe young men and maidens tn 
make the bc'^t use of theu time, foi they nill soon, 
for all their present hloom, be stretched under the 
table, like the dead body before them 

Of all tho bards this iiountry e'^er prodneedj tlic 
lafct and the greatest was Cabolait ruj; Blind Ho 
was at once a poet, a musician, a composei ami sung 
hi& own verses to his haip The ongmai native': 
never mention his name without laptuie, both his 
poetry and music they have by heart , and even 
some of the English bhenisolves, who have been 
transplanted there, find bis mu^ic oxti cnioly plea'siPg 
A. tong begionmg, 

" O’Ronrke’s noble fare will no’er be forgot,” 

tran=.Kt6d by Dean Swift, is of Ins composition j 
which, though perhaps by this means the "best 
known of lus pieces, is yob by no means the ni05t 
deserving His songs in guneral may be compared 
to those of Pindir, as they have fiequeutly the same 
flights of imagmataon , and are composed (I do not 
say written, for lie could not wiits) merely to flatten 
some man of foitune upon some excellence of tlie 
same kind In these ono man is praised for the 
excellence of his stable, as mPindai, nnotlicr farin'^ 
hospitality, a third foi the beauty of Jus wife and 
children, and a fourth foi the antiijuiby of bis 
family. "Wheaeiet any of the original natives of 
distinction weie assembled at feasting or aevelhOc* 
Carolan was gonoially thme, where he was always 
ready with his iiaip to celebrate their praise® 
seemed by natme formed for his profe'-sionj for as 
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he was born blind, so also lie was possessed of a 
mosb astonishing memory, and a facetious turn of 
tlnnl-ing, which gave his entertainers infinite 
satisfaction Beiu^ once at the house of an lush 
nobleman, wheie there was a musician piesent who 
was eminent m tho piofession, Carolan immediately 
challenged him to a tiial of skill To cany the jest 
foiwaid, his lordship persuaded the musician to 
accept tho ehallerge, and he accoiilingly played ovei 
on his fiddle the fifth concerto of VivalJi Carolan, 
immediately taking up his harp, played over the 
whole pieco aftei him, without missing a note, 
though ho had never heaid it hefoie. which pro- 
duced eome surprise , but tbeir astonishment in- 
creased, when he assured them he could make a 
concerto in the same taste himself, which he instantly 
composed , and that wnth such spirit and elegance, 
that lb may compaie (for we have it still) with the 

iiue&t compositions of Italy 

Ills death was not less remarkable than his life 
Ilomei was never more fond of a glass than he , he 
would dunk whole pints of usquebaugh, and, as he 
ii&ecl to think, without any ill consequence His 
luteiiipeiance, howevei, in this lespect, at length 
hi ought on an incurable disorder , and when just at 
the point of death, he called for a cup of lus beloved 
liquoi Those who were standing lonnd him, 
sinpn=ecl at the demand, endeavouied to poisuade 
him to the contiuiy; but he poisisted, and nhen 
the bowl was biought to lum attempted to dunk, 
but could not, wlieicfoie, giving awa) tho bowl, he 
observed, with a simle, that it would bo hnid if two 
such fiiomis as he and the cup should part at least 
without kissing, and then espiicd, 
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tlie deceased, bewail tbe bondage of their conntry 
'indc’c tUft Etighsh go'TCinmglxt, and generally cw- 
clude With advising the young men and maideES 
luake the best use of their tiiuo, for they sontii 
for all their present bloom, be stretched under th^ 
table, like llie dead body befoie them 

Of all tlie birds tlu<s couutiy ever produced, tlif 
lact and the greatest was C^bolak 'rqE BrJUn He 
was at once a poet, a mosiciaij, a coTDpobtn and sung 
his own veise^ to his bajp The original nfttiv© 
never mention his name wlthonfc rapture; both his 
poetry and m'lsic they have by heart , and 
Some of the English themsdlves, who have hceii 
^ansplonted ther^ gnd bis wu^io esticraely pleasing 
A song begianing, 
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he was born blind, so also he was possessed of a 
most astonishing memoiy, and a facetious turn of 
thinking, which gave hi8 entertainers infinite 
satisfaction "Being once al tbo house of an Irish 
nobleman, where there was a musician piesent who 
wa,s m thn ^ofe^'oon, Carolau inmiediately 

challenged him to a tiial of skill To cany the jest 
forward, Ins lordship persuaded the ■musician to 
iccept the challenge, and he accoidingly played over 
on lus fiddle the fifth concerto of "Vivaldi Carolan, 
immediately taking up hib harp, played over the 
whole piece after hnn, without missing a note, 
though ho had nevoi heaid it before, which pro 
duced eome eui'pnse, but then astonishment in" 
creased, when he ossuied them he could make a 
conceito m the same taste himself, which he instantly 
composed , and that with such spirit and elegance, 
that it may compare (foi we have it still) with the 
linosL compositions of Italy. 

Ills death was not le«s remarkable than his life 
Ilomei u as never more fond of a glass than he, he 
would diiiili: whole pints of usquebaugh, and, as he 
used to think, without any ill consequence His 
mteraperance, howevei, in this lespcrt, at length 
brought on an inanable disorder ; and when jiist .-it 
the point of death, he called for a cup of lijs beloved 
liquor Those who upie standing louml him, 
sinpri'^cd at the demand, endeavoniod to peisuade 
him to the conliuiy, but he peisisted, and when 
the bowl was brought to him attempted to dunk, 
but couM not, ulieicfuip, gimng away the bowl, he 
obseived, with a. smile, that it would he haid if tv,o 
‘'Ucli fiicnds ns lie -ind tlic cup should paifc at least 
■without ki«snig, and then ei.piied. 
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Natiokal Concoud Mkwuamous E<;sa\s, No 1» 

I TAKr tliclil^eity to communicate to tlio pnbhc i 
few loose tlionglits npon ft. subject winch, tbougu 
often bandied, lias not ict m my opsmon been fnhv 
fliscos'ied, — me.vu national t-oncosd, m nnaiiimUv, 
which m tins Inni'dom hns been gcmiT.illy tonsideicu 
ns a bare possibility ibftt oMsted nowhcro but jn 
speeulatioTi Such «in union i9 iKnlnpis umthox to be 
ovpeotod nor ivished for lu aeountrj wliosQ Iihflil'y 
depends latlier upon Ibc gcuius of the people thsin 
upon uny piecautions wliith they have t.ihen m ft 
constitution'll nay foi tUo gnaid nnd pic'cimtion 
tins inestimable blessing 

Tbeie is a Tcry honest gentloniiMi uilh nlionti 
iiave been acquftintcd theso thirty jeavs dniing' 
ivlncb thoio bas not been one ipoecb uttered agAin'»b 
fcbo ministiy m paidiamcut, not struggle at an elec- 
tion foi a buigess toseivo in tho House of Conunons, 
Qor a pampblofc published m o|ipo&ition to any 
measure of the adniinisli rtion, nor even a piivato 
censnie passed m hib heaimg upon the nusoonduct 
of any pel sou contomed in public aftaiis, but bo 
immediately niatmod, and loudly Oiclaiins against 
''uch fnctioub doings, m oidoi to set tho people by 
the caib togebhoi a.b Euch a delicate juiictuie “At 
luy cthor time," saya bo, “ such opposition might 

not be impiopei, and I don’t question the factss that 

ire alleged , but at this uisis, sir, to inflame tiio 
nation — the man deserves to be piunsbcd fts a timtoi 
to his comitiy •” In a woid, accoidmg to this gentle 
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man s opinion, tho nation has been m a violent cnsm 
at any tune these thirty years , and vero it possible 
For Mm to live another century, lie would never find 
any peiiod at which a man might with safety 
impugn the infallibility of a minister 

The case is no moie than this : my honest 
fiiend has invested his whole fortune in the 
stocks, on Government security, and tiembles at 
every whifE of popular discontent Were every 
British subject of the same tamo and timid disposi- 
tion, hlagna Charta would be wholly disregarded 
hy an ambitious prmcc, and the Uboitios of England 
expne Tvithoiit a groan Opposition, when restrained 
withyi due bounds, is tho salubrious gale that venti- 
lates tho opinions of the people, wiueb might otiioi- 
wiso stagnate into the most abject submission. It 
may be smd to piuify the atmosphere of politics, 
to dispel the gioss vapours laised by the mfluenoe 
of ministerial arti6ce and corruption, until the con- 
stitution, like a mighty lock, stands full disclosed to 
the view of every indmdnal who dwells within th© 
shade of its protection Even when this gale blows 
with augmented violence, it generally tends to tho 
advantage of the comraonuealth * it wakes tho 
apprehension, and consequently arouses all tho 
faculties of tho pilot at the helm, who redoubles 
Ms vigilance and caution, exerts hig utmost skill, 
and, becoming acquainted with the nature of the 
navigation, m a httle tune learns to suit his 
canvas to the inughness of the sea and the turn 
of the \os«eI. "Without these infoivcning stojins 
of nppo'ition to exeiciso his faculties, ho would 
bceonio enorvatoil, nogliscnt, and presumptuous, and 
ui tho wanionnc'*^ of his power, tiusfmg io some 
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deceitful calnif perhrvp^ liaizjiid a slop that would 
wreck the constitution Yet tlieie js a measure m 
all thmga A moderoto frost will fertilise the gloho 
with nitrous particles, and destroy the eggs of 
peinicioas insects that prey upon the fancy of 
the year • but if this fiost Increases m seventy 
and doiation, it will chill the seeds, and even freeze 
up the loots of vegetables * it wiU check the bloom, 
iiip the bud's, and bla'd> all the piomise of the spring 
The vernal bree/6 that dm PR the fog before it, that 
hmshea the cobwebs from the boughs, that fans 
the air, and fosters vpgetation, if augmented to a 
tampost will stidp the leaves, overthrow the fcieo, 
and desolate the garden The auspicious gal* before 
■which the trim vessel ploughs the bosom of the sea, 
while the manners are kept alert in duty Qud in 
spirits, if convcited into n hurricane, ovei whelms 
the crew with toiror and contusion The sails rue 
lent, tho coidage clocked, the masts give way J the 
master eyes the havoc 'with uvute despair, and the 
vessel founders in the storm Opposition, when 
confined within its pioper ehaunel«. sweeps away 
tho'se beds of soil and banks of sand which corrup- 
tive power had gathered , bub when ifc overflows its 
banks, md deluges the plain, its course is marked 
by rain and dovast^bion 

The oppo'sition Deces>-ny m a free state, like that 
of Great Britain, la nob at all incompatiblo with that 
■national concord which ought to unite tho people on 
emergencies in which the general safety is at stake 
It is the 30 ilouay of patnofcism, not the rancour of 
party —the waimth of candour, not the virulence of 
hate — a tran'^'ieat dispo'ta among friende, not an 
implacable feud that admits of no reconciliation. 
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The history of all ages teems with the fatal effects 
of internal discord j and weie history and tradition 
annihilated, common sense would plainly point out 
the mischiefs that must arise from want of harmony 
and national union fiveary schoolboy can have 
recourse to the fable of the rods, which, when united 
in a bundle, no strength could bend, but when 
separated into single twigs, a child could break 
with ease. 


VII 

Aseji thd Man-hater, or, A Vinuioation op the 
Wisdom of God in thr Moral Government of the 
World, AN Eastern Talc MiscELLANrous Essays^ 
No 32 

WnruE Tauns lifts its head above the sfcoim, and 
pieseuts nothing to the sight of the distant traveller 
but a prospect of nodding rocks, falling torrents, and 
all the vaiiety of tiemendous n.ature, on tho bleak 
bo'-om of this fiightful moimtaui, secluded from 
society, and detesting the ways of men, lived A ge m 
the man-hater 

Asem had spent liis youth with men, had shared 
m them amiiveinents, and liad been taught to love 
his fcllow-creatuie*' with the most ardent aifection , 
but, fioiti the tenderness of lus disposition, he ex- 
hausted all Ins fortune in lelieving the wants of tlie 
distiossod Tho petitionci never sued m v.am ; (ho 
weary inveller never passed liisdoor, he only de- 
sisted fiom doing good when he had no longei tlie 
I'ovor of relieving 

Tor a fortune thus <;pent in benevnlener ho o\- 
i-t-ctcd u pnloful rttuTO from those he had formerly 
1) 2 
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lelievGd. and made Ins application with confidonco 
of lediess, the acgrateful aoon grew weary of 

Ins impoitumfcy , for pitj is but a. sliortlivcd pas'iion 
He ROOD, Iheiefoic, began to view mankind m a veiy 
difleienfc light horn that m which he Lad before 
hehelJ fcbeni , ho perceived a thousand vices he liad 
never before suspected to eiistj wheievor he tinned, 
ingratitude, diRsimiikition, and treachery contLibntod 
to ineicase his detestation of them Re&olved, tbeie- 
foie, to contiiuie no longei in a woild which he 
hated, and which repaid his detestation with <on- 
terapt, he xetued to this legion of Ssteiility, m older 
to brood over hib resentment m solitude, and con* 
vcise with the only honest heart lie knew— namely, 
with his own 

A cave was his only shelter from, the luclomency 
of tho weathei , fiurts, gatheicd with difficulty fiom 
the mountain’s side, his only food , and his diinliwas 
fetched, with danger and toil, fjom the headlong 
tonent In this mnuDor ho lived, sequestered fimn 
society, passing the horns in meditation, and bomo- 
fcimes csulting that he %ras able to live independent 
of hib fellow-creatures 

At the foot of the mountain an extensive lake 
displayed its glassy bosom, reflecting on ils> bioad 
surface the impending honors of tho mountain To 
this capacious mirror he would sometimes descend, 
and, leclming on its steep hanks, cast an eager lock 
on the Bmojth expanse that lay before him " How 
beautiful,^* be often cned, “is, HatMie’ How lovely 
even m her wildest scenes 1 How finely contrristed 
is the level pi nnthathos beneath me with yon awful 
pile that hides its tiemendons Lead in clouds I But 
the beauty of these scenes is no way compaiahle 
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with fcheir ulilitj, Ijodco an JiundioJ nvcis are sup- 
plied, which djsLnhutc health add voiduie to the 
vaiioiis coiit)trie& through which thej ilow Ereij 
part of the umveiso i& beaatifnl, just, aud wisej hut 
roan, vilo man, is a solecism in Nature, the only 
monster in the creation Tempests and whiilwmds 
have their use ; but vicious, uii^i-ateful man is a 
blot in the fan page of universal beauty Why w.ib 
I born of that detested species, wliose vices aie al- 
most a rcpioach to the wisdom of fcho divine Oieatoi 1 
Wcio men entirely fiee from vic^ all would bo uni- 
formity, haimony, and oider A world of moial 
rectitude should bo the result of a porfeefc moial 
agent Why, why then, 0 AJla* mu-st I be thus 
confined m <laikness, doubt, and despair? ” 

Just as he uttered the word despaii, be was going 
to plunge into the lake beneath him, at once to 
satisfy his doubts, and put a period to his anvioty, 
when he peiceived a most majestic being walking 
on the suxface of the ’ivaler, and appioaching the 
bank on which he stood. So uneirpectecl an object 
at once checked his purpose j ho stopped, contem- 
plated, and fancied ho saw something awful and 
divine in his aspect. 

“ Son of Adam,” ciicd the Genius, “ stop thy rash 
purpose , the Fathci of the Faithful has seen thy 
jubtice, thy intcgiaty, thy miseries, and hath sent 
me to afford and administer relief Give me thino 
hand, and follow without tiembhug wheiever I sh-ill 
lead , in me behold the Genius of Conviction, kept 
by the gieat Piophet, to turn flora their eiiors those 
who go astiay, not from curiosity, but a rectitude of 
intention. Follow me and be wise ” 

Asem immediately descended unon the lake and 
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bis giiule conducted liijn ,vlong tho BUifacG of tlio 
water, til!, coming near the conlie of the lake, tlioy 
both began to sink, the wateis closed over their 
heads 5 they descended seveiol Imndied fathoms, till 
Asem, 3ust ready to give up his life as inevitably 
lost, found hiin5,alt, with Ins celestial guide, in an- 
other world, at the botwm of the wateis, irheio 
human foot had never trod before H15 astonishmont 
was beyond description, when be saw a sun like that 
he had left, a serene sky over his head, ami blooming 
veiduie undei his foeb 

I plainly perceive your amazoment/’ said the 
Genius , “ hut suspend it for a while This woild 
wai 9 formed by Alla, at the retjuesl, and under the 
inspection of our great Prophet, who once entertained 
the same doubts which filled your mind when I 
found you, and from the conse^^oence of %vliich you 
were so lately rescued The mttocnl inhahttants of 
this world are formed agreeable to your own ideas , 
they are absolutely without vice In other lespeots 
It resembles your earth, but diffeis from it in being 
wholly inhabited by men who never do wrong If 
you find this world more agreeable than that you bo 
lately left, you have free peimiesion to spend the 
lemamder of your days in it, but permit me for 
some time to attend you, tbat I may silence yom 
doubts, and make you better acquainted with your 
company and your now habitation.” 

A world without vice > Babional beings without 
immorality*” cned Asem, m t, lapture , “I thenk 
thee, 0 AUa* who hast at length heaid my peti- 
tions , this, this indeed will produce happiness 
ecstasy, and ease Oh, for an immortality, to spend 
it among men who are inimpable of ingratitude, m- 
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justice, fraud, violence, and a thousand other ciimes 
that render Society miserable I” 

“Cease tlune esclamations/’ replied the Genius 
“Look around theej leflect on every object and 
action before us, and communtcate to me the result 
of thine obsei rations Lead wherever you think 
proper, I shall be your attendant and mstinictor ” 
Asem and his companion travelled on m silence for 
some time, the former being entirely lost in astonish- 
ment, but at last recovering his. foimer serenity, ho 
could not help observing, that the face of the 
country boie a near resemblance to that he had left, 
except that this subterranean world still seemed to 
retain its primeval wildness 

“Here," ciied Asem, “I peiceive animals of prey 
and others that seem only designed for their subsist- 
ence , it IS the very same m the world over oui 
heads But had I been permitted to instruct our 
Prophet, I would have i amoved this defect, and 
formed no voracious or destnictive animal's, which 
only prey on. the other parts of the creation ” — 
“Toui tenderness for infenoi animals is, I find, 
remarkaWo," s.sid the Genius, smiling “But, with 
regard to meaner creatures, this world exactly re 
sembles the other, and. indeed, for obvious reasons, 
for the eaith can support a more considerable num 
ber of animals by tbeir thus becoming food for each 
other, than if they had lived entirely on her vege- 
table productions. So that animals of different 
natures thus formed, instead ot lossemog their 
multitude, subsist in the gre.atest number possible 
But let us hasten on to the inhabited country befoie 
us, and see what that offera for instruction ” 

They soon gained the utmost verge of the forest. 
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and enteied the countiy inli tinted by raou without, 
VICO , and AfaBin anticipated m idea the lation.il 
ddlighl be hoped to expenenco in such an innocent 
Society Bnt thoy bad hcaacoly left tbo confmes of 
the wood, when they beheld one of the inhahitantb 
flying with hasty steps, and teiioi in bis countc 
nance, lioin an army of squirrels, that closely pur- 
sued him “ Heavens 1 “ cried Asem, “ why does ho 
fly 1 "What can ho feai from animals so contemp- 
tililel” He had scarcely spoken, wlion he perceived 
two dogs puismug another of the human species, 
who with equal tenor and haste attempted to avoid 
them “ Thip," cued Asem to his guide, " is tiuly 
surpnsing , noi can I conceive the leason foi so 
strange an aoUon” — “Every opecies of animals,'* 
replied the Genius, “has ot late grown very power- 
ful in thib country, for the inhabitants, at first, 
thinking it unju&t to use either fraud or force in 
destroying them, they kw© insenfeibly increased, 
and now frequently lavo^ thou harmless frontiers " 
— “But tliey should have been destroyed," cried 
Asem you See fhe coosequonce of such nogleob " 

■ — “‘Where is, then, that tendeinc^s you so lately 
expressed for euborcUnate amuialbl" replied the 
Genius, smiling, “you soem to have forgot that 
branch of justice I must acknowledge my mis- 
take,*' leturned Asem, “I am now convinced that 
wo must bo guilty of tyininy and injustice to the 
laaio cicition, if we would enjoy the world our- 
selves But let us DO longer ob^eiv© the duty of 
man to these inational creatures, but survey fcbeii 
coiLQGctiotiss with one axuithffir *’ 

As they walked faithcar up the countiy, the moie 
ho was surpiiied to sec no vestiges of handsome 
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Louses, no cities, oi any maik of elegant design, His 
conductoi, peicoiving his sniiirise, observed, that the 
inhabitants of this new world weio perfectly con- 
tent with their anciont Bimphcity; each had a 
house, which, though homely, was saHicient to lodge 
his little family, they wore too good to build 
houses, which could only increase their own pride, 
and the envy of the spectators, what they built was 
for convenience, and not for show “At least, then,” 
said Asem, “they have neither architects, painters, 
nor sfcatuaiies m their society, but these are idle arts, 
and may be spared However, hofoin I spend much 
moie time here, you should have my thanks for 
mtroducmg me into the society of some of their 
wisest men , theie is scarce any pleasure to me equal 
to aiedned copveisation, there is nothing of which 
I am so much enamoured as wisdom.”—" Wisdom • ” 
lephed his instructor, “how ridiculous! We have 
no wisdom here, for we have no occasion for ib, true 
wisdom IS only a knowledge of our own duty, and 
tho duty of others to us, but of what use is such 
wisdoin herel Each mtmtively performs what is 
right in himself, and expects the same from others 
If by wisdom you should mean vain curiosity and 
empty speculation, as such pleasures have their 
origin lu vanity, luxury, or avai-ice, we are too good 
to pm sue them”- — “All this may be light,” says 
Asein , “but methmks I ohseive a solitary disposi- 
tion prevail among the people , each family keeps se- 
parately within theii own precincts, without society, 
01 without intercourse” — "That Indeed is true,” 
replied the ocher, “here is no established society 
noi bhoidd there bo any, all societies are made 
either through fear oi fiiondbhip , tho people we are 
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among nre too good to feat ench otlwr jnd there 
are M inotoB? to ptmte fijendsbip, where nil .ire 
oqiiallv mmtorions -Well, then," md the soeptio , 

■‘»a I am to spend Biy time here, if I am to hare 
neither the pohle arts, nor msaom, nor friendship, m 
bucb a w OiW, I sbowld be glad at least of am easy oom- 
pSJiion, A'lio rosy tell m© has tUoughts, and to whom 
I may <>Qtiimumc3te mine ” — And to \vhat purpose 
sliould either do this? ’’says tho Geams, ‘'flattery 
or curiosity aie vicions motives, and never allo^'ed 
of bore , "i-nd wisdom is oat of the question." 

"StiUj lowever,” said Asem, « tlie mhabitants 
must be happy, each is cottt«atea ivitli his own 
pos'sessions, nor avanaousJy ©ndeavouis to heap up 
oxot© tban ib necessary for hw own sab?iatatic9 , 
each has therefore leisure for pitying those that 
eland id need of his compassioa " He bad scuToe 
spoken, when his oars -were assaulted with tbe 
lamentations of a wietch who eat hy the way-pide, 
and in the most deplorable distress saomed gonlly 
to murmur at Ins own miKery Asem immediatBlj 
rau to hi’J lelipf, and. found him in the stage of a 
conmaiption. “Slraog©,” cned the eon of Adam, 

“ that men who axe free from >ice sliauW thus suftei 
BO much misery without iclief*" — “Be not sur- 
prised," said the wretch who was dying, “would it 
uot be the ufcnioi.t injusUce fcfr bemgs who have 
only ]ust Bufficieut to support thomselve?, and are 
content with a bare subsiateoce, to take it from their 
oivn mouths to put Jt into mino} They nevei “ire 
pof'fssed of » bingle meal nioic thin is necessary, 
and what is Vitely necessity cannot he dispensed 
with" — '“They ahoold have been supplied with 
aoic than lo nftoesstuy,** cned Asem — “and yeti 
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contradict my own opinion but a momont before 
all IS doubt, perplexity, ami confusion. Even 
the want of in^iatitude i*! no vufcue liere, since they 
never received a favour They have, however, 
another excellence yet behind , the love of their 
countiy i£, still, I hope, one of their clailing virtues ” 
“Peace, Asem,” replied the Guardian, with a 
coimtenance not less severe than beautiful, “norfoi- 
feit all thy piatensions to wisdom , the same selfish 
motives by which we piefer our own interests to 
that of otheis, induce us to regard our country pre- 
ferably to that of another Nothing less than 
umversal benevolence is free from vice, and that you 
see 18 practised heie.” — ** Strange ' ” cries the dis- 
appointed pilgiun, in an agony of distress, “what 
sort of a world am I now introduced to 1 There is 
scarce a single virtue, but that of temperance, 
^hiob they practise, and in that they.aieno way 
superior to the very brute cieation There is scarce 
an amusement which they enjoy , fortitude, liberal- 
ity, friendship, wisdom, conversation, and love of 
country, all are virtues entiiely unknown here, 
thus it seems that to be unacquainted with vice is 
not to know virtue. Take me, 0 my Genius 1 back 
to that very world which T have despised, a world 
which has Alla for its contiiver is much more wisely 
formed than that which has been projected by 
Mahomet Ingratitude, contempt, and hatred I can 
now sutler, for peihaps I have deserved them When 
f arraigned the wisdom of Piovidence, I only showed 
my own ignoiance , henceforth lot me keep fiom 
vice niyf,el£, and pity it in others ” 

He had scaice ended, when the Genius, assuta- 
mg an air of terrible complacency, called all his 



42 (30Lt)5MtTfl« ESSAYS tvm 

fchuadcTs around him, and vanislied m a whiilwmd 
Asem, astoEiilied at the teiror of the ^oene, looked 
for his imagmaiy woildj ivlien, casting hib eyos 
around, he perceived himself m the very sitnalion, 
and m the veiy place, wheie ho fiiafc began to repine 
and despair , liis right foot bad been just advanced 
to tako the fatal pi-ange, nor Imd it been yet ^with- 
drawn , so instantly did Providence stiilce the senes 
of truths just imprinbccl on his soul He now dc- 
paitod from the -water side in tranquillity , and, 
leaving hi*? bon id mfinston, travelled to bogfist in, 
his native city, wheie he diligently applied himself 
to oominercei and put in piftcttce that wisdom ho 
]ind learned in solitude Xh© fingality of a few 
years soon produced opulence , the number of hib 
dnmestics inoreasod , hiv friends came to him from 
evoiy part of the city , nor d d he receive them, with 
disdain, and a youth of miseiy wis concluded with 
an old age of elegance, affluence, and ease 

Yin 

Ok the OaiaiK of Poetby Mkoclianbous Eh’iws, 
No 19 

Tde study of polite literature la ganoially supposed 
to include all the liberal aits of poetry, painting, 
sculpture, music, eloquence, find aicKitcct-nre All 
these aic founded on jnntation, and all of them 
mutually assist and lUostiate each othei But as 
pamtiog, sculpture, mnaic, and architectuie cannot 
be peifectly attained without long piactica of 
manual operation, we shall distinguish them from 
poclryand eloquence, whush. depend entiiely on the 
faculties of the mind , and On these last, as on the 
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arts ■^rhicli immcLliatoIy consfatute tlie Belles Lefcties, 
employ oui attention in the present inquiry , or, if 
3t sliould run to a greater length tlian -we propose, 
it shall be confined to poetry alone j a subject that 
compTehends in its full extent the province of taste, 
or what is called polite literature , and differs essen- 
tially from eloquence, both m ite end and origin 
Poetry spi'ang from ease, and was consecrated to 
pleasure ; whereas eloquence arose from necessity, 
and aimsftt conviction, ‘When wo say poetry sprang 
from ease, perhaps we ought to except that species 
of it which owed its rise to inspiration and enthusi- 
asm, and propeily belonged to the culture of religion, 
In the Cist ages of mankind, and even in the origi- 
nal state of Nature, the unlettered mmd must have 
been stiuck with sublime conceptions, with admira- 
tion and awe, by those great phenomena whioli, 
though every day repeated, can never be viewed 
without internal emotion. Those would break forth 
in exclamations expressive of the passion produced, 
whethei surprise or gratitude, terror or exultation. 
The rising, the apparent course, the setting, and 
seeming renovation of tlio suu , the revolution of 
light and darkness, the splendour, change, and 
Circuit of the moon, and the canopy of heaven be- 
spangled with stars, must have produced expressions 
of wonder and adoration ** O glorious luminary I 
gvcut eye of the world I source of that light which 
guides my steps ' of that heat which warms mo 
when chilled with cold! of that influence which 
cheers the face of Nature I whither dost thou retire 
every evening with the shade? Whence dost thou 
spring eveiy morning with renovated lustio and 
nevei -fading glory? Art not thou the ruler, the 
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cioatoi, ilio gncl of nil Dint I bcholtll I itdnro tl*LV‘, 
ns Diy cVnld, iby slavo, thy 1 T ciavo tUj 

protfe.’Uon, and tlio conlimmtico of tli} gootlno^''^ I 
Lc.^^e mo not to peusli mill ctilil, or to wniiilcr 
6oUln\y m utter daiknrw* Hcluiiij letuin, after 
thy nnntod nliscneo; dmo bofoio tlieo the gloomj 
clmitis llial, would obse»ro Die fnco of NaliiTO 'flip 


buds begin to u ublci nuil exory nntnnl is filled V lili 
gladness at tliy nppionoli , e\on tlio tioos, ilm lioib'-. 
jvTvd tl\G flowova •teem to \e)<nec ^^UU ftc‘'U<M liei.utiC“-i 
nod fiend forth a grAtofnl imonse (o thy poaor, 
uliencc thou ongin is deiiredl” >1 nmiihnr of 
indiMdiials, luspnod with Dig Mwnc idea*, Mould 
join m theso oiisnne, wlurb -woiilil bo nccoinjuniccl 
wrth emio-spondmg gcsliculntions of tho body. 
They would bo in.piovetl by piivcticc, and gvow 
legulnr fiom repetition The nomids fititl gostutes 
would natiually fall mto iiieasmod endr-nto. Thus 
the soiig iiud dance would be pioducedj and, a 
system of worship hoing fonneib the muse would 


be consecrated to tho pinposes of religion 

Hence tboso forms of tbnnlvsgivmgs and lilrunes 
of supplication with winch tlic joligious nteaof all 
nntiOTia, even the most baVbnirous, aio at tins day 

celebrated m every quarter of the Imo-wn wDiU In- 
deed, this iB a circumstance m winch all nations sui - 
p-nsingly agree how muchBoevei thoy way difior in 
every otbei article of laws, customs, maimcis, and ro 
hgion The anciput Egyptmns celebrated the festi, 
Vais of then god A.pis with hymns and dances The 
superstition of. the Greeta, partly derived fiom 
hgy|d,iau3, abotiuaed with poetical CGiemonie?, such 
as choruses and hymne, snng and dnoced at their 
apotheoses, sacnBces, gomes, and divinations Th© 
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HomaBB bad their Carmen Secnlare and Sahan pnests, 
who on coitain festivals sung and danced through the 
fctreeis of Rocne The Isra«lites were famous for this 
kind of exultation. “And Miriam, the prophetess, 
the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in hei hand, and 
all the women wont out after hei, with timbrels and 
with dances, and Miriam answeied them. Sing ye 
to the Lord,” &c — “And David danced before the 
Loid with all ]us might*' The psalms composed 
by thismonaich, the songs of Deborah and Isaiah, 
are further confirmations of what we have advanced 
From the Phcenicians the Greeks boriowed the 
cursed Orfchyan song, when they sacrificed their 
children to Diana The poetry of the baids consti- 
tuted great part of the religious ceremonies among 
the Gauls and Britons ; and the carou&ala of the 
Goths were religious institutions, celebrated with 
songs of triumph The Mahometan Dervise dances 
to the sound of the flute, and whirls liuoseM round 
until he glows giddy, and falls into a trance 
The Marabous compose hymns m piaise of Alla 
The Chinese celebiate their giand festivals with 
processions of idols, sougs, and justi umeutal music 
The Taitars, Samoiedc'j, Laplanders, Fegroes, even 
the Caffres called Hottentots, solemnisB their worship 
(such as it if) with songs and dancing , so that we 
may venture to say poetry is the univeisal vehicle 
m which all nations have expressed their most 
sublime conceptions 

Poetry was, in all appearance, previous to any 
conceited plan of worship, and to every establiRbed 
system of legislation "When cei'tain individuals, by 
dint of superior prowess or understanding, had 
acijuned the veneiation of then fellow savages, and 
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erected tliem'^elvcs into dinmtae^ on tLc ignoTOnce 
nnd superstition of mankind , then mytliology took 
place, and such a swaim of deities arose, as produced 
a religion replete Tvitli the most shocking absuidities 
Those whom their snpeiior talents had dciiied were 
found to be still actuated by the most brutal passions 
of human nature , and, in all probability, their 
votane’! were glad to find such CKamples to counte- 
nance their own vicious inclinations TJius the most 
imrcstTained aenso ibtj and hccntionsucss wore sanc- 
tified by the amours of Jupiter, Pan, liars, Venus, and 
Apollo Theft was ■patronised hy ITercuiy, diunken- 
ness by Bacchus, and, cruelty by l^iana The same 
heroes and legislators, tbo«!e irho delivered tlioir 
countrj", founded cities, established societies, invented 
useful nits, or contributed m any eminent degree 
to the security and happiness of tlieir felloiV'Ksreaiures, 
were inspired by tl}e same lusts and appetites which 
domineered among the inferior classes of mankind , 
therefore every vice incident to human nature was 
celebrated m the ■worship of one or other of these 
divinities, and every infirmity conseeiated by public 
feast and soleirm sacrifice In tbs'se institutions the 
poet bore a principal share It was hiB genius that 
cQntTivcd the plan, that executed the form of wot* 
ship, and recorded m verse the origin and adventures 
of their gods and demi-goda Hence the mipuiities and 
horrors of eeilain writers , the groves of Baplios U'nd 
Baal-Peor , the orgies of Bacchus, the human sacrifices 
to htolocli and Diana Hhuce the theogony of Hesiod, 
the theology of Homer, and those innnmeiable maxims 
scattered through the ancient poets, inviting mankind 
to gratify thou sensual appetites, in mutation of tlio 
gods, who were certainly the best judges of happiness 
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It i.s well IcBown that Plato expelled Homer from 
his Commonwealth on account of the mfomous char- 
acters by which he has distinguished his deities, as 
well as for some depraved sentiments which he found 
diffused through the eouise of the Ihad and Odyssey 
Cicero enters into the spiiit of Pl.ito, and excLvims, 
in lus hrst booh De NcUma Dcmiini' — “Kec multo 
absurdiora sunt ea quae, poetarum rocibu« fusa, ipsa 
suavitate uocnernnt qui et ira inflammatos et 
libidme fnrenbes indu'teinnt Deos, feceruntque ut 
eornm bella, pugnas, pnelia, vulnera videremug, 
odia prmteiea, dissidia, discoidias, ortus, interitus, 
querelas, lamentationes, effu&as in omni intemper- 
antii libidine?, adnlteria, vincula, euro humano 
genere concubitus, tnortalesque ©s immoitali pro- 
creates ” — “Nor aio those things much more absurd 
which, flowing fiom the poet’s tongue, liave done 
miacMef even by the sweetness of lug evpiession 
The poets have introduced gods inflamed with anger 
and eniaged with lust, and even produced before 
our eyes their wars, their wrangling, their duels, 
and their wounds They have exposed, besides, 
their antipathies, animosities, uud dissensions, their 
origin and death , their complaints and lamenta- 
tions j their appetites indulged to all manner of 
excess, their adulteiies, their fetters, thoir amorons 
commerce with the human species, and from im- 
mortal parents derived a mortal offspnng ” 

As the festivals of the gods noceasanly produced 
good clieci, which often carried to not and debauch- 
ery, mn fell of conscqnenee prevailed , and tins was 
always attended with bu-ffoonery Taunts and jokes, 
and lailloiy and loparlee, would necessarily ensue; 
and individuals would coniood foi the vi'toiy 'q 
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wit and genius. These contests would in time he 
reduoed to some TegnlT.ti<«is £or tl\e €.nteitn\ninent 
of the people thus a'jcembled, and somepii^o wonld 
be decreed to lura who was judged to dxcdI Ins 
iivals The candidites for fame and profit being 
thus stimulated, would task ihexr talents, and 
natura.l'ly rBcommend alternate lesrlmmations 

to the audiencQ by elotbmg them with a kind of 
poetical measure, wlueh should bear a neai re'^em 
bianea to piose Thus, aa the solemn service of the 
day was composed in the most sublime species of 
poetry, such as the ode or hymn, the sub'sequeot 
alteication was oaiiied on in iambics, and gave rise 
to satire We are told by the Staginte, that the 
highest species of poetry was oiiiployed in celebrat- 
ing great actions, hnt the hutobleT sort used in this 
kind of contention , and that in the age's of antic^uity 
tbeie were some bard, that professed heroics, and 
aome that pretended to iambics only. 

'*Ot ol Si ca/jiSapi' -omi-oI " 

To these rude beginnings we not only owe the 
bnth of satiie, but likewise the origin of dramatic 
poetry Tr.igedy herself, which afteiv. aids attained 
to such dignity as to rival the epic muse, was st 
first no other than a tnai of ot iamb'cs, 

between two peasants, and a goat was the priae, as 
Horace calls it, Ttfe csT’tamen oh htTcuTrif a mean 
contest for a be-goat.” Hence the name vpayuSta, 
signifying the goat^ng, from rpayos Jmeus, and 
wSij, carmen 

" Cwmuie qui trogioo nletn cettaiit ob hirciim, 
filov etiam agresles satyioa nndant, et nsper 
Inpolnmi giuntatc jocank tentavifc co, otiod 
lllectljtw eiat «Et gKvti. ncmtule morandns 
^ipectator, fuuctosque s.ions, et potus et esles " 

Hohaok 
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" Tlie tiagic bard, a goat his ImmhJe prire, 

Bade satyrs naJtcd and tmeonth aiisu ; 

Ills muse severe, sccaic and nndismay’d, 

TJie rustic joko m solemn sham conven’d ; 

Tor novelty alone he knew could cliuim 
A lawless ciowd, with wine and feasting waim ” 
Satire, then, was originally a clownish dialogue 
in loose iambics, so called because the actois were 
disguised like satyrs, who not only recited the 
praises of Bacchus, or some other deity, but inter- 
speised their hymns with saicastic jokes anlaltei- 
cation, Of this kind is the Cyclops of Eunpnlcs, in 
which Ulysses is the principal actor The Romans 
also had their AtcUance, or interludes, of the some 
nature, so called from the city of Atella, where they 
wore first acted •, but these were highly polished in 
comparison of the oiiginal enteitainment, which, was 
altogether rude and innocent. Indeed the Gyolopa 
itself, though composed by the accomplished Euri- 
pides, abounds with such impurity as ouglit not to 
appear on the stage of any civilised nation 
It is very remarkable that the AtellanoB, which 
weie in effect tragi-eomediee, glow into such esteem 
among the Romans, that the peiforraers in thc'^e 
pieces enjoyed several pnvileges which were lefiised 
to the oidinary actors They were not obliged to 
iinma'ik, like the other playei-’, whon their action 
was disagreeable to the audience They were ad- 
mitted into the army, and enjoyed the pimleges of 
free citwens, without incuning that disgiace which 
was af6.xed to the characteis of other actors Tlie 
poet Labenu'!, who was of cguestiian oidei, being 
pressed by Julius Ctesar to act a part in Jns own 
peiformance, comphetl with gioat leluctance, and 
complained of the dishonour he had mcuried in his 
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prologue, preserved by Macrobius, wlucli is ouo of 
the most elegant morselR of antniiuty 

Tragedy and comedy ■flo\\ed from the samo foun- 
tain, though their strerm^ woio soon divided The 
same enteitainment which, under the name of 
tragedy, vas rudely oi^hibiled by clowns, for the 
pT)7.B of a gOa'tj UKVT ISCiSUfe W.\2 l\ 7d.t>VV o£ Bw:.iAi.u 6| 
as'^uuied the appellation of comedy whoa it was 
transfcired into eitios>, and repiesenicd with a Utile 
more dcromm m a cart or waggon that stiollod fiom 
stioct to fctiGot, as the name Ktafua^ia imphos, being 
deiived fioTji Kafi-rj, a street, and w8^, a poem To tin"- 
origin Hoiaee alludes in these lines 

'* Dicitiir ot plaustiu votissc pocmati Thc-spis, 

Qav puiorant igetentipie pcruiwlv f.ueilms oia.” 

**Tiitvpig, invcntorofdKnnatioait, • 

Convey'd lus vai-iint actors in n cm I 
High o’er the the mimie lirbe appew’d, 

A.ad plajod and sung, witUTces of wine hesncpt’d ” 

Thespis la called the inventor of tho dramatic art 
he laisod the subject from clown^bh alter- 
cation to tho character and osploits of some hyio ■ 
he improved the language and vei&ification, and re- 
lieved the chorus by the otalogue of two actois 
TIuswoa the first advance tovmtds that fousvimma- 
tion of genius and art winch constifcntes what la 
now c illed a porfpct ti igecly The next gieat im- 
piovpi was jSCschyluF, of -whom the. critic 'suyb 

“ Po^t Jiunc j*erao»x pollsoque wppitoi liQjiestTj 
Ijylin, f>fc iRudiciB uibtiant piilpita tigiub , 

>A (lomirt magnuui^neloiiainUiqiic] cothvmio ” 

“ Thou A!scliylns i doreitt vu’ard ii'3Ci.'l, 

Bnilt I loiv stage, the tloviug loha. 

111 Ungiingp more siibliiAo tho aotor^ lo^o 
Andiathe smuwrul Wikui tread the stage,* 
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TLo dialogue which Thespib introduced wn-, 
called the Epibodo, because it was an addition to 
the foiuier subject, namely, the praises of Bacchus, 
bO that noi\ tiagcd}’ consisted of two distinct p.iits, 
indopondent of each oilier 5 the old recttaliie, ulnch 
was tho chot vs, sung m liououi of the gods , and the 
episode, which turned •upon the advontuies of some 
heio. This episode being found veij agieeablo to 
the people, iEscliylue, who lived about half a century 
after Thespjs, still improved Uio dr.ima. united tho 
chorus to the episode, so as to make them both parts 
or members of one f.ible, multiplied the actois, con- 
trived the stage, and introduced the docoiations 
of tho thealie j so that Sophocles, who succeeded 
/Escliylus, Imd but one stop to surmount in order to 
bnug the drama to perfection. Thus tiagody was 
giadually detached from its oiiginal institution, 
whicli was entirely religious The priests of Bacchus 
loudly complained of this innovation by moans of 
the episode, which was foreign to the intention of 
the chorus, and hence aroso the pioverb of 
tid /Jioni/s-um, “ Nothing to the purpose " Blutaich 
Muibolf montions the episode as a pervei«,iou of 
tragedy fiom the honour of tho gods to the passions 
of men But notwithstsinding all opposition, the 
new ii.igedy succeeded to admiration, because it 
was found the most pleasing vehicle of conveying 
moral truths, of mohorating the heart, and extend- 
ing the interests of humanity 

Coiuedy, uccurdiiig to Aii&toble, is the younger 
sister of Tiagedy As the first originally tmaied 
upon the praises of tho gods, the latter dwelt on the 
follies and vice"; of mankind Such, we mean, was 
the scojie of that biieuiea of poetiy which acquired 
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the n<imo of comedy, m contTadiction. to the tiagic 
, foi m the Ijpginniiig they were the same 
The foundation upon whicli comedy was built we 
have aheody explained to be the piacbico of batuical 
lepiiiteo 01 alleicalion, m wliicli individuals exposed 
Die follies and fiailliea of each other on public occa- 
fcions of worship and fcstiMty 

Tho fust legularpUn of comody is said to have 
betu the Margiies of Houiei, exposing the idleness 
and folly of a woTthlesB chaiiciei , bub of this per* 
foiraauco we have no remains. That division which 
18 teimod the Ancient Comedy belongs to the 
labouis of Eapohs, Cralinus, and Aiifafcopbanes, Mho 
wore contompoiarics ‘Vnd nourished .at Athous about 
tour Uimdied and Unity years befoie the Christian 
tin Such was the license of the muso at this 
peuodj that, far from lashing vico m general 
oharactora, she boldly exhibited the exact poibiait 
of every individuid who had rendeied himself re- 
markable or notorious by big crimes, folly, or 
debauchery Sho asxnmed every circumstance of his 
citei-nal appearonco, ins very attire, air, manner, 
liiid oven his name , nccoidtng to the observation of 
Horace, 

‘D « • < . Poctffi 

.... quorum comoDdia purest viroruin cst, 

Si qms ervt dignns dcwnbi, quod malua, ant fur, 

Quod inccchus forefc, «nt siauui^, aut ahoqm 
Fumosiu, maltft enm htwrtato aotataat " 

•‘The comic iwela, m ifa tarlust age, 

TVho form’d the irmnueTB of the Grecian aU^c 

■\Vfis there a villam who ought jnatly claim 
AlieUcr uqlit otbang damn'd to fame, 

^tc, cut throat, thuif, uhatc’.cr was lus enme, 

Tlioy boldly stigmatised tic Tw-etch m diyme *' 
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Eupolis is said to have satiiiscd Alcibiades m this 
manner, and to have fallen a s,iciifico to the resent- 
ment of that powerful Athenian but others say he 
was diowned in the Hellrapont, during a wai against 
the liacedemoniaus , and that m consequence of 
this accident the Athemans [wsscd a decree that no 
poet should evei bear aims 

The comedies of Cratmus are recommended by 
Quintilian for their eloquence, and Plutarch tells 
us, that even Pericles himself could not escape the 
censure of this poet 

Aiistophanes, of whom there aie eleven comedies 
still extant, enjoyed such a pre-eminence of lepu- 
tation, that; the Athenians, by a public decree, 
honoured him, with a crotvn made of n consecrated 
olive tiee, which grew in the citadel, for his care and 
success m detecting and exposing the vices of thoie 
who governed the commonwealth Yet this poet, 
whether impelled by mere wantonness of genius, oi 
actu.ited by malice and envy, could not refxain 
from employing the ««haft5 of Lis ridicule against 
Sociates, the most reneiable chaiacter of Pagan 
antiquity In the comedy of ‘The Clouds’ this 
virtuous philosopher was exhibited on the stage, 
undei his own name, in a cloak exactly resemblmg 
that which Socrates wore, m a mask modelled from 
his featuies, disputing pubholy on the nature of 
light and wrong This was undoubtedly an instance 
of the most flagrant licentiousness ^ and what 
rendeis it the more extraordinary, the audience 
received it "Witli great applause, even while Sociates 
himself sat pubhcly in the theatre The truth is, 
the Athemans were so fond of lidicule, that they 
relished it even when employed against the gods 
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tliem&tlvc&i some of whose ubaadul-Bi^ u&ii; voty 
lougbly handled hy Ai ietopIwnie& and bi& iivals in 
icputatiou 

We here diiw a pwallel between the in- 

habiVaatss of Athena and ilie mitivos of "EuglnDd in 
pumt ciE ronstitution, genms, and disposition Athens 
was, a flee state lihe England, tiiat piqned 
upon the lofiuenue of the democtaty Like Lnglatid, 
its woilbh and ‘4ienglSj depended n|joii As satviAiine 
power, and it gsoeially acted os timpuo m the 
that %TQbe among ncvghboviis The 
people of Atliens, like those of England, woxe 
rem-LTkably ingenious, and made great progiess in 
the aits and 'iuence-. They eicolied m poetiy, 
hiFfcory, philoaophy, mechfiDics, and manufaetuie" j 
they were acute discerning, Jisputatioae, fickle, 
wBvenag, rash, and combustible, and, above all 
other nations in Euiope, addicted to lidiculsj a 
character which the Enghah inherit m a veiy 
stsaaThsitte derive 

If we may judge from thoimtmgs of Atietophanes, 
h\s chief aim. v.4a to giatify thn ^ud esoiift 

the mnbh of In*- audience, of an audience, too, that 
ivould seem to havebeuu uniafoioied by tasto, and 
allogethci iguoranb of decorum , for his pieces ai-e 
leplefce with the most estravigant absuidifcies, 
virment -blander, impiety, impuntics, and low bufl 
foonery The comic muse, nob conteatad atfcb boin-’ 
allowed to make free with the gods and philosopher J 
applied her scouigo bo severely to the mngibtrates of 
the commonwealth, that it was thourU propcir to 
To*,train her irithtn boimds by a law, enaaing, that 
no poitson should be stigmatised under his leal 
uamo, and thuB tbe chorus was silenced In order 
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to elude the penalty of tMs law, and gratify the 
tasto of the people, the poets began to substitute 
fiotitious names, undei* wiiich they exhibited parti- 
eulai- chaiacters m such lively coloui-.s, that the le- 
semblance could not possibly be mistaken or over- 
looked. This piactice gave rise to what is called 
the Middle Comedy, which was but of short duiation ; 
foi the Icgishiture, perceiving that the first law had 
not icmoved the giiovance against which it ivas 
piovided, issued a second ordinance, foibiddiog, 
undei severe penalties, any real or family occur- 
lences to he reprosented. This restriction was the 
mimediate cause of iinpioving comedy into a general 
muioi, held forth to roflcct the various folhos and 
foibles incident to hunuin nature , a species of 
wilting called the New Comedy, introduced by 
Diphilua and Menandei, of whe^e works notbing but 
a few fragments remain 


IX. 

Foltuy distinguished fuoji othisb Wkitikg 
MisceI/Laneous Essays, No. 2U 

Hwinq communicated oui sentiments touching the 
origin of poetry, by tracing tragedy and comedy 
to their common source, we eliall now endeavour to 
point out the criteria by which poetry is distin- 
guished from every other species of wiitmg In 
common with other aits, such as statuary and 
painting, it comprehends imitation, in^entionJ com- 
position, and enthusiasm Imitation is indeed the 
basis of all the liberal ai is , invention and enthusiasm 
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constitute genius, in whatever maunei ifc may he 
displayed Eloquence of all soils admits of en- 
thusiasm 'tuUy says nii oratoi shoold be “ veLemens 
ut procella, escitatuc wt torient, incen&us ufc fulmen . 
tonafc, fulgurat, et rapidis eloquentije fluctibus cuncta 
pioruit et protuihaf' — “Violent is a tempest, im- 
petuous as a torrent, and glowing intense like the 
led holt of heaven, he Ihunders, liglitons, oveitliiows, 
and hears doivn aU before him, hy the ine-sistible 
tide of eloquence ” This is the tne]»s (Itviniof atqirs os 
nuijjui sonutuTwn of Horace Tluis is the taleat, 

“ iloum fj^ui pectos inaiutcr 

Imtat, iQalc«t, falsia terronlus huplcr, 

Ut mfigtia ” 

** Y^itli pMSiOBS not my oan who fires jdj Iie.irt 
\'?Lo wi th aarcftl terrors fills my bw-ast, 

As ri*haEiagv5uiIta«Q«epossf5a’i'’ 

We file told that Michael Angelo Buonaroti used 
to woik at his atatue<5 m a fit of enthusiasm, dniing 
which he made the fragment® of the stone fly about 
him AvitU surprising violence Tho celebrated Lully 
being one day blamed for setting nothing to music 
but the languid verses of Qoinaull, "was aminatod 
with the reproach, and running m a fit of entbusiafem 
to bia harpsichord, sung in xecitaUve and accom- 
panied four pathetic Lacs fiom the Iphigema of 
Racine, with such expresbion as filled the heaiers 
with astonishment and horror 

Though versification be one of the criteria that 
distmguish poetry from prose, yet it is not the «!C»le 
mark o? distinction 'Were the histoincs of Rolybius 
and Livy Eimply turned mto vers«, they would not 
become poems , because they would be destitute of 
those figures, emhBllmhments, and flights of imagi- 
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nation, which display the poet's art and iavention. 
On the other hand, we bawe many productions that 
jnstly lay claim to the title of poetry, without 
having the advantage of veisification ; witness the 
Psalms of David, the Song of Solomon, with many 
beautiful hymns, descriptions, and ihapsodies, to be 
found m different parts of the Old Testament, some 
of them tlie immediate production of divine inspi- 
ration j witness the Celtic fiagments which have 
lately appealed m the English language, and aie 
ceitamly replete with poetical merit But though 
good versiBcation alone will not constitute poetiy, 
bad versification alone will certainly degrade and 
lender disgustful the sublimest sentnaents and finest 
flowers of imagination This humiliating powei of 
bad veise appears in many translations of the ancient 
poets, in Ogilby’s Homer, Trapp’s Virgil, and fre- 
quently m Cieech’s Horace This last indeed is not 
■wholly devoid of spiiit, but it seldom iiies above 
mediociity, and, as Horace says, 

" SIcdiocnbusessBpootis 

Non liomincs, non Di, non conccsscro columnra." 

“But God and m.vn, and letter’d poafc denies, 

That Poets o^cr are of middling size.” 

How IS that beautiful ode beginning with Juslum cl 
lenaccm 2^oposi(i viru/n tbiUed and Liinotl by iho 
following translation; 

“ Hq n ho pntitiple Is swaj'd, 

In truth and jnstice still tho same. 

Is iicitliLr cf the crowd afraid, 

Though cn il broils tho state mflamo ; 

Nor to n haughty lynmt’sfronu will Etoop, 

Nor to a nging storm, when ill tlie inJs ire up. 
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constitute genius, in whatever maniiei' it may be 
displayed Eloquence of all admits of on- 

tliufaiasm Tully says an oiatoi sliould bo “ voheniens 
ut proeeba, escitatus nt toTiens, mcensus ut fulraeu 
tonat, fulgurat, at lapidis eloqueiifcife fluctibus cuficta 
pioruit et piotiubafc’* — ‘’‘TTiolenb as a tempest, im- 
petuous as a tonent, and glowing intense liko the 
red bolt of lieaven, he thunders, lightens, oveithiows, 
and hears down all before him, hy the mcsistible 
tide of eloquence ” Ibis is tbe wens dtvmior aiqite os 
maQjin, sonatMTiWrt ol Horae© This is tho talent, 

“ JIouui flui pectns loauitar RBgit, 

Irntat, mulcct, falsa Utioiihus implot, 

Ut mngus “ 

“ AVith passions not uiy owu who fiios tnj heart 
■\YliQ with unreal t<‘cn«8 lilia my breast, 

As Vi ii\i & magic uiAnonco possess’ d.” 

We me told that Michael Angelo Buonaroti ii<;ed 
to u oik at his statues m a fit o£ enthusiiMn, duimg 
wliiub he made the fragmonts of the stone fiy about 
him with suipnsmg violence The celebrated Lully 
being one day blamed for setting nothing to music 
bub the langind verses of Qumault, was animated 
with fcba reproach, and running in a fib of enthusiasm 
to his hatpswhoxd, ©nng m recitative and accom- 
panied four pathetic lines fioiu the Iphigenia of 
Racine, with such expiession a-? filled tbe bearers 
with astcmisbineat and horroi- 

Though veraification be one of the enteiia that 
distinguish poetry from jaose, yet it is not the sole 
mark of distinction. 'Were the hJ'jtorios of Polybius 
and Livy simply turned into veise, they would not 
become poems , because they would be destitute of 
those figures, embollishuieatg, and flights of imagi- 
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nation, winch display the poet’s art and invention, 
On the other hand, we hare many pioductions that 
jQStly lay claim to the title of poetry, without 
having the advantage of veisification , witne'-s the 
Psalms of Da^nd, the Song of Solomon, with many 
beautiful hymns, descriptions, and ihapsodies, to be 
found in different parts of the Old Testament, some 
of them the immediate production of divine mspi- 
lation j witness the Celtic fiagments which have 
lately appealed in the English language, and are 
certainly replete with poetic.il merit. But though 
good versification alone inll not constitute poetiy, 
bad versification alone will certainly degrade and 
lender disgustful the sublimest sentiments and finest 
floweis of imagination This humiliating power of 
bad verse appears in many translations of the ancient 
posts, in Ogilby’s Homer, Trapp's Yirgil, and fre- 
quently in Creech’s Hoince. This last indeed is not 
wholly devoid of spmt , but it seldom uses above 
tnediociity, .ind, as Horace says, 

“ .... jroJiocnbasessapoetia 

Non hominf’s, non Di, non concesscro ooluiante." 

“But God and man, on<l letter’d post doniea, 

TJiat Poets o\ er are of middling size ” 

How is that beautiful odo bcgmuing with Jmlu?)i et 
lonaccyii propositi chilled and tamed by the 

following translation? 

* ‘ He wlio by pimciplo is sway'd, 

III truth and jnshco still the siino, 

Is iicillii-r of the crowd nfraid, 

Though ui il broils the slate innaino , 

Nor to a Iniighty iyrnnt’o frown will stoop, 

Nor to a ngmg storm, when all tho winds aro up. 
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ShouUl iiatiiiu TvilluouTUlsioui elirto, 

Siruck witli tko fiofy bolls cC Jovo, 

Tlie final doom anti drcadAil cf»« k 
Cinnothia canstintconiigoBiove,’' 

Th it long Alexandtine — to a raging bloiiri, 
^vlleIl all the wiDd'5. sue up/* is drawliug, feuble, 
swnln with a pleoDoiam ot tautology, as well as 
deficient m the ihyine, and as for the “ dxcadful 
Grach," m the uffii-t stuoza, mfafccad of oxcitmg tenor, 
it conveys a low and ludicious idea HoW mucli 
luoio olegant and eneigelic is this paiaphiaseof tho 
bamo odo, in^f*ited m on® of bUo volumes of Hume’s 
History oj Englo/nd • ' 

mun xlioaomwd, on Mituv bent, 

PuisuQs somt- greatly good iotcut 
IVitli uadiTortcd aim, 

Penne bcliolds the nngiy cfond , 

Noi Can chvir clnniotirs hen-c lud loud 
Hu stuliborn honoui tame 

*' Koi tVa 5 ’'oud tyrant’s Genial 
Not storms that fioui their dark retroil 
Tlio lawless surges wako , 

Nor Jo’K»’e dread bolt, that slinkes the polo, 

Tin hrmei purpose of has soul 
With all its powers can shake 

' ‘ Should n itnro’s liauii} in. ruim fill, 

-hud cliaoa o’er the sinkjog lull 
lUaunie primeval sway, 
courage oIkuico and fete defies, 

Noc fesls tlw wttek oE evetb and ghves 
Obstruct Its destined way ” 

If poetry exists independent of vei.sifit.ation, \fc 
Will natmiilly he a^ked, how thon is it to bo dis 
tinguished? Undonbfedly by its own peculiar ex 
pich'sion It his a Inngnage of ils own, which speaks 
bo feelmgly to the heart, and so ploabingly to the 
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imagmation, that its meaning cannot possibly be 
misunderstood by any p6i*«on of delicate sensations 
It IS a species of painting with words, in which the 
figures aie happily conceived, ingeniously arianged, 
.dTectingly expressed, and lecomraended with all the 
warmth and harmony of colouiing it consists of 
imagery, description, metaphors, similes, and senti- 
ments, adapted with propriety to the subject, so con- 
trived and executed as to soothe the car, surprise 
and delight the fan«^, mend and melt tho heart, 
elevate tho mmd, and please tho uncleistanding 
Accoiding to Flaccus : 

“ Act prodcssc ^olnnt, ant dclcctaio pnetT! , 

Aut siranl efc jucunda et idonca dicero vit-n *' 

“ Poets would profit or deligbt m-uikind. 

And with th'amusinfi: show th’ lustnictiTo join’d *’ 

" Omno rnht punctnm, (jui miscuit ntiJo diilci, 

Lootoiem deloetando pnntcrquo monendo “ 

” Piofit and pleasure mingled tlina with art, 

To soothe tho farny. and unprovo the heart " 

Tropes nnd figures »ro liketrise hbcmily used m 
rhotoiic and some of the most celolnalad orators 
have otvned tliemselves much iudehted to the patts 
Theophrastus eapiossl, recommouds the poets for 
this purpose From thoir source tho spiiit and 
onoiKy of the pathetic, the snhhmo, and tlic boauti- 
ful are derived But Ihcso figures must bo more 
sparingly used in ihetolio than in ijoeliy, and even 
tlion ininglod svifh ai gumenlation, and a delail of 
facts, altogether difleient from pioelioal narration 
The poet instead of simple rolating the incident, 
strikes off a gloming pieturo of the scone, am) 
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esLibits It ID tLe most lively colour^! to tlie eye of the 
imagimtion “ B is reported that Homer sras blind,” 
says Tully m hi'^ loscralaTi Questions, ‘'yet his 
poetry is nO other than painting What country. 
\7h.at Glimata, what ideas, battles, commotions, and 
contests of men, as well as of wild beasts, has he not 
painted in such a manner, as to bring before our 
eyes those very scenes which ho himself could not 
behold!” Wo cannot, therefore, BVib-smbo to the 
opinion of some ingenious critics who have blamed 
Mr Pope for deviating jd some instances fiom the 
simplicity of Homer, m his translation of the Iliad 
and Odyssey For example, the Grecian bard eaj s 
simply “th© BUD rose,” and the translator gives U'l 
a beautiful picture of the fiim rising Hoiuor men- 
tions a peison who played upon tho lyre, the tmns- 
lator sets him before us waibling to tho 'silver stniigs 
If thish© a doviafctoP, it is at the tame time an im-- 
provement Homer himsell, as Cieoro ohseives above, 
15 full of this kind of painting, and partionlnrlyfond of 
description, even in situations where the action spems 
to se‘;iuiio ha^tc Heptune, observing from Samo- 
thiace the diseomfifcure of the Grecians bofore Tioy, 
fliefc to thcir assistance, and might have been waftod 
thither m half a line, bub the hard describes him, 
first, descending the monntam on which be sat , 
secondly, '>tnding towards hts palace at j'Egfe, and 
yoking his horge-; , thndly, he describes him putting 
on his ainiour, and, lastly, ascending his ear, and 
driving along the sorfoce ctf the '?ea Pai from being 
di'^gO'^ted by the^e delays, we aro delighted with the 
particulars of the description FTothing can be more 
sublime than the cncuTastanco of the mountain’s 
fciomhling beneath tho footstep? of an iminortil , 
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“ • Tfje/tc 5’ avpea paxph /fa) C\7j 

TIoTfflv tir' ctOavaTotm IloiTeiSiuvof ISifro^ ” 

But Elf? passage to the Grecian fleet is aIto"-ether 
bransporting . 

“■Brj S* cXaSi' Kv/MT," K.T \ 

“ lie mounts the oar, the golden scourge applies, 

He Bits superior, and tho chariot flies ; 

His whirling wlieels the glass}' surface sweep , 

Th’ enormous monUers, lollmg o’er the deep, 

Gamhol around him on the watery ivay, 

And heavy u hales m aw kw ard measui es play : 

The sen subsiding spreads a level plaan, 

Exults and crowns the monarch of the nnm ; 

The parting waves before liis couriers fly , 
rho woua’nng waters leave ms axle dry 

"Witli great venoratimi for the memory of Mi. Popo, 
we cannot help objecting to some lines of this trans- 
lation We have no idea of the sea’s esiilting and 
crowning Neptune, after it had subsided into a level 
plain Tbeie is no such image m the original 
Homer s.ay8 the wb.ales exulted, and know, or owned 
ibeir king , and that the sea parted with joy yij6o- 
cruj^ Se $aXdo-(Ta, Suutcito Neither IS there a woid of 
the wondering wateis we therefore think the lines 
might be thus altered to advantage* 

" Tlicy knew and own’d the monarch of tlip inam 
TIic sea snlKiding trends a Icrvcl plain , 

The curling waves iMifore lus coursers 11} , 

The puting smfare leaves bis brazoa nvle dry ” 

Besides the metaphors, similes, and allusions of 
poetry, tlieie is an intimto variety of tropes, or turns 
of expression, occasionally disseminated through 
works of genius, which serve to .animate the whole 
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atid dnfcinguisib. tho glowing pffijsion*! of ro.nl in*?!)!- 
ration fioni the cold oftort«4 of mcio ‘jcicnce Tlio«o 
tropes coaiiisb of r cerfun liappj' clioice and anange- 
inenfc of woich. Ly wLieh idors are artfiillj disclosed 
in a groat vaucty of attitudes>> of epithets, and 
compound cpittotb, of sounds collected in oiJci* to 
echo the slu'jo convoyed , of apobttoplics , and nbovo 
all, the enrliantmg nso of the progopopo'ia, 'uhich is 
a kind of magic, by which the poot gives life and 
motinu tn 6V01J iDanininto port of nature Homei. 
describing the wiath of Agamemnon, m the first 
book of the Iliad, stiikcs oft a glowing imago in tv o 
words 


" . . (eat 8* o* -uf») {{ktiji' ” 

ind from hw eyeballs ylask'd l},e hvinp fm " 

This indeed is, a fagme which has heon copiod by 
Virgil, and almoib aft tho poets of every ngc— orttft^ 
reneat aoi ihi^ lyuw— igne'ictmt irse aurfi dolw o<ivlu^ 
ni det hUltou, dc‘?cubiDg Satan jn hell, say.'i, 

“ Wjtli heail uplift aboTe the wave, and cve 
That ymrllmg Wosoi— 


'“He spake and to LonQrm hiasiords ont Ilea 

Millioiig of flahnng swords <ln^m from tlm tlikhs 
Of mighty ..henilnin The siiUdcu blaze 
far round ilhimtniA hoU— “ 


Thera era rahln ^^OId8 in every hngnav,. nil 
honlvrlj liipted to the poetioal eomo 

fiomtho image or idei the, eonvoy to tlio imnto- 
nilion jma Mine f.om the effwt Ury ],„b „ jj., 
oir 'riioC,st-uotrnlyJ%,aralu», tho otliMi mny 
he culled c,,,, toted Eollra „h,ervto that TirEd 

hae, upon many occaeions, p„,tised (,F ive may he 
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nllo-wed the oxpres'^ion) n. Trhole sentence by means 
of the same word, which is pcndere 

“ Ito Tne£C, fchs qnond&m pecus,ita ca-pellas ; 

Non e^o tos poslhac, \indi projcctns in antrn, 

Damosa pondero procul dc rape vicicto ” 

" At case reclined l)cncnth the verdant eljndo 
No more shall I behold my Iinppy flock 
Aloft Aony brow sing on the tufted rock." 

Hera the woid jienflere wonderfully improves the 
landscape, and lenders the whole passage beautifully 
picturesque The same figurative verb we meet 
with in many different parts of the ^neid. 

*'Hi sunimo fluctu penSeni, Iils und/i dchtseens 
Torram inter fluclue aperit ” 

" These on the mountain billow htny , to those 
The yaunxng xoates the yellow sand disclose ” 

En this instance the words penrfent and dehMConaJw'OjQ 
and yawmng, are equally poetical Addison seems 
to have had this passage in his eye when he wrote 
his Hymn, which is inserted in the Spectator ; 

«* — Por though in drendful worlds we Tvang, 

High on the broken wnve 

And in another piece of a hke nature in the saino 
collection 

“Thy providence my life •rastain’d. 

And nil my wants rediess’d, 

When in the silent womb I lay, 

And hung upon the breast " 

Shakespeare, i» his admired desciiption of Dover 
cliff, uses the same expression 
“ ^hilf way down 

SaTigs one that gathers samphire— drendful trade ” 
Nothing can be more hea-atiful than tlie follonving 
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pefcmo, m v*liich MiHon has luUodiiccd the ■same 
espiessive fcmt 

“ ho, on ins side 

Lfaniiigi Jifilf raised, with looks ofccl^(lla^o^O 

Uunf! ovov her enwiioar’d ” 

Wo slia.ll give QUO o^ampl 0 moro from Vngil lo 
show m ■what a votjoly of scenes it may .appear 
•with propiiety and effect in da'sciihing the pro- 
gress of Dido’s passion, for iEnoas tho poet says 

“Ih'tCQ'i ifctiQin deraiois &Qilirc lohorcs 
E’cpeaoit, pfKiWjMc itcnini nairaatis ob cuo ” 

"T1l 9 ivoo of Tro> on^e more sho hedg’d to licor , 

Otieo more the mourafnl talc employ’d lii« iojigiio, 
liiU m fond roptare on his lips sho hung ” 

The leader 07111 peiccive, in hU these instancos, 
that no other word could be aubctitnled i\ibh hlce 
energy , mdoed, no other svord could be need, with- 
out degiadmg the senso and defacing the image 
Thme are many other rerbs of poetical impoit, 
fetched from natuio and from aib, which the Toot, 
u«eg to adTantage, both in a litoral and metaphoiical 
sense , and these have been always translated foi 
the same puipose from one language to another , 
such as qvasscy, ccncviio, cieo, suseito^ lento, ecevto. ma.no, 
Jluo, ardeo, imeo, aro, to shake, towalie, to ron&e, to 
soothe, to rage, to flow, to shine or blaze, to plough 
■ — Quassanbia tscttiTii ca^u conciissiis 

ocerSo — Jyre cierei/MOs, Marierngtce acccndejc caniu — 
JBwas acuii ilariemet se soscitat ira, — Impivm lemte 

clamorem — Lenibant eurae — iSe asevi magnu sactrdos 

Sudor ad iMos mnnibat soioe — Sutpensizque dm la- 
CT^mcB fiiwere^jiW ora—Jittentlt ardebat amorc Micat 
aureus ensis — Mdhim mm is aquor axemdunn It will 
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be unnecessary to insert examples of the same 
nature from the English poets. 

TJio words we term empliatxcal are such as by fchoir 
sound express the sense they are intended to convey, 
and with these the Gieek abounds, above all other 
languages, not only from its natural copiousness, 
flesibibty, and significance, but also from the variety 
of its dialects, which enables a writer to vary his 
terminations occasionally as the nature of the sub- 
ject requires, without offending the mo st delicate 
ear, or mcmnng the imputation of adopting vulgar 
provincial expressions. Every smatteier in Greek 
can repeat 

"55J 8‘ irafi $7pa ^o\v^\ot7$oTo 

m which the two la^t woids wonderfully echo to 
the sense, conveying the idea of the sea da&hing on 
the shore Hoiv much more sigmlicant in sound 
than that beautiful image of Shakespeare — 

‘ The aoft that on tlio unnombci d pebbles boats I 

And yet, of we coEMder the strictness of propriety, 
this last expression would seem to have been 
selected on purpose to concur with the other cir- 
cumstances which are brought together to ascertain 
the vast height of Dover cliff , for tne poet add'?, 
“cannot be beard so high” The place where 
Glo’.ster stood was so high above the surface of the 
‘sG-i, that the i^AoTcTySos, or -daslung, could not l^o beard, 
and theiefore an enthusiastic admirer of Shakespeare 
might, with some plausibihty, affirm the poet had 
chosen an expression in which that sound is not at 
all conveyed 

In the veiy same page of Homer’s Iliad we meet 
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with two other stuimg instsuicoo of the same sort 
of heauty A.i»llo, meenwa a* the msiilts his piiesb 
had Eustamod. descends from the top of Olympus 
with his bow and ijairer lettlmg on his shoalder as 
he movetl along 

‘'■'ErXayfav 8’ fip* ojiftM " 

Heie the sound of the word eiJUiy^ay admirably ev 
pi esse', the clanking of armour , as the third line 
after this siupusiogly mutates, the tWA^nging of 
a bow 

“ /seiPT? (cNoyi^ 7 £«t’ ipyup^io ffittTe 
la bhrill toned rauimure ^Mig tli« twanging "how ” 
hLmy Vievvitiea oS the mvtq© kind aio Kcattoied tlnough 
Homei, Pindar, and Theociitus, such as the jSo/t/3svtro 
fiiUcco, susmmui apicv&t, the aSi if'ird’up'Tf'aj 
ei/awuiPt-, and the /«X«rS€T<u, fertile sighing of the 
\ime 

The Latin language teems with sounds adapted 
to every situation, and the English is not destitute 
of this Significant energy We have the cootn^ turtle, 
the a%qhvjvj reed, the wa/rhhnQ nvuUt, the ^hdivq 
btream, the lahiajming hroeze, tlie glance, the gleam, 
the flash, the bickering flame, the dashing wave, the 
gushing spring, the Aou/Zwig blast, the rattling storm, 
the paiisnng showei, the arwip earth, the monldeTing 
lower, the twanging bowstmig, the clanging arms, the 
dariking chains, the twmU'mg stais.the imllmg chord<s, 
the Vricklmg drops, the iioiUenng swallow, the cawing 
rook, fcho screeching owl j and a thousand obhei words 
and epithets, wondeiEnlly Euited to the sense they 
imply 

Among the select joseages of poet-ry which we 
shall insert by way of lUostration, the reader mil 
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find instances of all the diffeient tropes and figures 
•whichL the best authors have adopted in the variecy 
of their poetical worhs, as nell as of the apostrophe, 
abrupt transition, repetition, and prosopopceia. 

In the meantime it "will be necessary still farther 
to analyse those principles which constitute the 
essence of poetical merit; to di'^play those delight- 
ful parteires that teem with the fairest flowers of 
imagmation, and distinguish between the gaudy 
offspring of a cold inspired fancy and the glowing 
piogeny, diffusing sweets, produced and invigoiated 
by the sun of genius 


X 


Tite Tenants of the Leasoues Histoey op a Poet's 
Garden Miscellaneous Essays, No 34 

Of all men who form gay alliisioos of distant 
happiness, peihips a poet is the most sanguine 
Such is the ardour ot his hopes, that they often are 
equal to actual enjt^ment , and he feels moio m 
eicpectinco than actual fruition I have often 
regiided a character of this bind with some degiee 
of envy A man posse^^^ed of such warm imagination 
commands all nature, and arrogates posses^-ions of 
which the ouner has a blunter relish While life 
continues the illnnng piospect hes before him , he 
tra\els in the pursuit with confidence, and resigns it 
only with his last breath 

It is this happy confidence iihich gues fife it® 
true tclish, .md keeps up our spiiits amidst eveiy 
distiess and disappointment How much less would 
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n >nin U.^w I.m. l!lt!i' V ran .l-i' I..m 
wKlihM^ iiC'KMUnc woiM hi‘ *«•,»? 'i- ' >" “’i" 

•is ’i\L‘l! as liv' I>i-pn«m<"or In- I H'* umiM 

luiciiotluriK loCt but. t«-it .brtv» in <!• i“ir. 

anti e.\ctnugi- c’lnplaxwiMil foi a(i»nl i-ibuiulj. 

iMa-. loti mUi this fj ill! of 
»vMt,.ug'’ Use bi..v\t.iM iitul-n-" <'f tbo Uto Mr- 
Kbciisloni', ^\lio ■"O-s him-rlf a podf ‘»n<l nl 

oi thii^ ^sarJii i»i i"!!) ilioti, \%litcb nuib- 1inn i\('r 
(oicmost ui tliQ \in\j>uH of lluiii; Cuulf! 

be bnt Ivivo fmascon tin* tnil of all bis s^btints, fot 
whom be wns impioxiag. nntl -".liit eh mg' ■« bi*- 
tlesign'' nyio to umloigo, he "oiili! litvo trial} 
atnusycl In'! imiocetit lift* uitli vliat, f‘ji i’ 0 \cril 
yens, employed bun in a most linioi!f*s urimuT, anil 
'vbivdged bit to?>uty foiUnit Ai» tha jno},'n’ss of 
tins iiTjjiiovcmont w n true jnctnje of tuhlurait} 
vicTimUxdo, I could not hflp colbu*; tiji my inm 
ginnLion wlucL, wliilp I wtIKmI jiensuciy alntu’» 
snggotcO tlio follovxing icxeiie 

As I xxas turning loy b-ick upon a lieantiful pioce 
of \7\ter odIucuciI xvith tiioadet. 'iiicl lockuoik, 
and entering n daikwulk hj wiiitb inn a lu-ittlini: 
brooli} the gomus of the plars* -ijipc tied heloi-e ni(*, 
but inoie resembling tbo Ood of Tnae> than him 
more pecuhail}' appointed to the cue of gmcleijs 
In&teid of alirats he bore n. scythe , and he appemid 
lather Nvitli the iiupleincntR of Imshandiy, then 
thosQ of a modem g.«dcner U.i\iTig janeisibpjcd 
this pi ICO in Its pristine lioantv, I could nt»l 
help condoling svith liuu on its present ruinous 
situation I 'Spoke to him of llio unny altemtions 
■which had bean made, and .i\l lor the woise , of the 
* 1772 
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posse'isioii of his mioil, the gardens were opened to 
the visits nf every etrmgcr, and tbc country ■flocked 
round to the -walk, to cutici&e, to admire, and to do 
rmsehief He soon found, that the admirers of his 
taste left hy no means such strong marke of their 
applause, as the envions did of their malignity All 
the windows of his ■temples, and the walla of Ins 
I ©treats, were impressed with the chaiacters of pro- 
faneness, ignorance, and obscenity , hi 3 hedges 
weie broken, his statues aod urns defaced, and his 
Janns worn hare It was now therefore necessary 
to shut up file gardens once more, and to deprive 
the public of that happiness winch had befoi© ceased 
■to he his own 

“In this situation the poet cenbmited iora time 
la the chancter nf v^eOons )ov^r, fond of tie b©aut^ 
he keeps, hut unable to supply the extravagance of 
every demand The garden by this time was com- 
pletely grown and flmshed, the marks of art weie 
coveied up by the luxuriance of natwro , the wind- 
ing iTfllJre were groivn dark, the brook assumed n 
natural eylvage , and the rocks iveie covered with 
moss Nothing now remained but to enjoy the 
beauties of the place, ■when the poor poet died, 
and his gaiden Was obliged to bo sold foi the benefit 
of those who had contributi-d to its embeDisLment 
“ Xbo beauties of the place had now for some time 
been cekbrnted as well in prose as m \eise and all 
men of tiste ivashed for so envied a spot, where eveiy 
tum was marked with the poet’s pencil, and every 
walk awakened gemos and meditation The first 
puichasor u,js one Mi Truepenny, iv button maker, 
who was posses'.ed of thiee thoueand pounds, and 
was williug also to he possessed, of taste and genius 
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“As tile poet’s ideas were for the natural Tvildness 
of the landscape, tbo button-makei ’s were for the 
more regular produotxons of art He conceived, 
perhaps, that as it is a beauty in a button to be of a 
legular pattern, so the same regularity ought to 
obtain in a landscape Be this as it -will, he 
employed the shears to some puipo6e , he clipped up 
the hedges, cut down the gloomy walks, made vi&tas 
upon the stables and hog-sties, and showed his 
friends that a man of taste should always be doing 
“The next candidate for taste and genius was a 
captain of a ship, who bought the garden because 
the former possessor could find nothing more to 
mend , but unfortunately ho had a taste too His 
groat passiou lay in building, in making Chinese 
temples, and cage-work summer-houses As the 
place befoie had an appearance of retirement, and 
inspned meditation, he gave it a more peopled an 
every turn presented a cottage, or ice-house, or a 
temple , the improvement was converted into a Little 
city, and it only wanted inhabitants to give it the 
air of a village in the East Indies 

“In this mannei, in less than tea years, the 
impiovement has gone thiough tho hands of as 
many propiietors, who were all wilhng to have 
taste, and to show their taste too As the place bad 
received its best hmslung from the hand of the first 
possessoi , so every innovator only lent a hand to do 
mischief Those parts wluch weie obscure, have 
been enlightened, those walks which led natnrilly, 
have been tvisted into «:erpentine >vindings. Tlie 
colour of the flowers of the field is not more various 
than the variety of tastes that have been employed 
Iieie, and all in diicct contiadiction to the original 
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aim o£ the fiisl improvoi Could tlie original pos- 
sessoi but levivoj TVitli what soirowful heart ■would 
lie look upon liii, faTomite spot ogam I Se ■\vould 
bcaifply leoollett a Diyad oi a "VYood-nympb ot lub 
former acquaintance, and migbb peilnp'5 find hitn- 
=ieli: as much a Etranger na la& own plantation as m 
the do'^eits of Siboria 


Thd Sag acity oi the ypiDEB Eeom ‘ The Bee,’ 
No 4 

SiBj — A.niiu«ils, in general, are sagacious an piopor- 
tion laa they cultiTate society The olepbant and 
the b&aver show the gieatesb eigns of this when 
united , imt when man intrudes into their cbm- 
muuitie'>, tlisy lose all theit spitit oi mdualry, and 
testify but a \eiy btuall shaie of that sagacity 
for -whioli, ■when m a eocial stato, they are so 
remarkable 

Among invpcts. the labours of the boo and tho ant 
h{.Te otnployed tho attimtioti and admirataon of the 
natmahst, but their whole sagacity is lost upon 
separation, and a bee oi ant seoms destitute 

of every degree o£ mdustiy, is the most stupid lUhCct 
itnagmable, langui'sbes for a time in sohtudo, and 
<iOon dies 

Of all the sohtary msecta I have ever xemarkoJ, 
the spider is the most sHgatious, and its actions, to 
mo who have attentively considered them, seem 
almost to exceed belief This insect la formed by 
nature foi a state pf wnr, not only upon other 
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insects, but) upon each othea: For this state nature 
seems perfectly -well to have foiineJ it Its head 
and breast are covered with a strong natuial coat of 
mail, which is impenelrahlo to the attempts of 
every othei' insect, and its belly is enveloped in a 
soft pliant shin, which eludes the sting even of a 
wasp Its legs are teimmated by strong claws, not 
unhke those of a lobster, and their vast length, 
like spears, serves to keep every assailant at a 
distance 

Kot worse furnished for observation than foi an 
attack or a defence, it has several ejes, large, tians* 
parent, and coveied ivith a horny substance, which, 
however, does not impede its vision Besides this, 
lb IS. furnisbod with the foiceps above the mouth, 
ivhioh serves Co kill or secui-e the prey aheady 
caught in its claws or its net 

Such arc the implements of wai with which the 
body is immediately furnished* but its net to 
entangle the enemy seems what it chiefly tiusts to, 
and what it takes most patns to render as complete 
vs pos&ible Nature, by a cmtotis provision, has 
furnished the body of this little cieatuxe witli 
a glutinous liquid which it spins into thread, 
coaisei or finei, accordmg to the object it has in 
viev? In order to fix its thiead, when it be- 
gins to weave it emits a small diop of its liquid 
ag.imst the wall, which, hardening by degiees, 
serves to hold the thread very firmly , then receding 
from the fiist point, as it lecedcs the thread 
lengthens , and, when the quder has come to tlic 
place wheie the other end of the thiead should 
be fixed, gatheiing up with its claws the thread, 
which would othcimsa be too slick, it is stielclied 
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tiglitly, and fixed tn tho same manner to tlie wall as 
Ijclore 

In tins manner it spms and iii.es sereral threads 
panllel to each Qtbe^^ wliidi, so to B^^eak, seive as 
the n.irp to the intended web To iom the woof, 
it spins in the '^nie manner its thread, tranETerseij 
fiMiig one enu to the first thread that was spun, and 
^.hiCli IS aUvavs the btrongest of whole web, and 
the other to the t.vaH All these thre.ids, being 
newh spun, arc glntinous, and therefore stick to 
e.id) otlicr \\hcie\or they happen to touch , and in 
tho*-!' puls of the veb roost exposed to bo torn, oui 
nataml aitist strengthens thorn, by doubling the 
threads cotnetiuiGS siafold 

Thus far naturalists have gone in the description 
of this animal , nli.it follows is the lesultof niy onn 
oheoivition upon that species of llic insect called a 
heu'-o «pidci I petcewed, about Sowt years ago, a 
large spider in one comer of my room, making itb 
uob, and, though tho maul froc]UOHtly levelled her 
fat i! hronra against the labour*? of tlic little animal, 

I fil'd the good fortune thou to picient its dcstiue- 
tiaii , and, 1 may s.’»y, it more than paid mo by the 
(iitert.inuncnt it afTonlod 

In tliroe days tho «cb wn«, nith incicdible dih- 
K- me, cornplotid : nor ooubl I aaotd thinking, that 
Sh" ro*>ct iMnod to exult m its now abode It 
frrqiu'nlli Lrai cr?c?d it round, cxauimtd the *lrongth 
('f pirt i)f jt, iptnrd into its liolo. and c.inio 

out H'i> frcrjiirnth Tin* first eimniy, fuiwcicr, it 
h’u\ to f iicoimlti. n ts nrjoUnr and a much lai^or 
’ pi'h r, u hich, hivint; novcbufits o^^n, and having 
|»*Y'biliU f ■'■h iH'-tfsl nil ita nlocl- m fnniior Kboui-s 
this kui<l, cime to ini Mle the pif)|HJlj «>f it*? 
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Chinese LETiEas , or, The Citizen or the Would 
THE EDITOE’S PREFACE 

The '^ciioolmott had -formoily n, rery exact way of 
computing the abilities of then saints or authois 
Escobai, ior lustanee, was said to have learning as 
ft-se, genius as fovir, and gravity at sevea. Caramuol 
was greater than be His learmng was as eight, 
his genius at sis, and bis gra.\ity at thirteen Weie 
I to estimate the meiit of oui Chinese Philosopher 
by the same soale, I would not heeitnte to elate 
hm gonvoa 'diU bighfer; but as to Ins learning and 
gravity, these, I tbiiik, might safely be maiked as 
nvue hundred and ninety-mne, within one degvee o£ 
absolute fngiditj 

Yet, upon liis fii-sb appemanc© hero, many were 
angiy not to find him as ignorant as a Tripohne 
ambassador or au eii\oj from ilujac They were 
surprised to find a man bom so far from London, 
that school of prudence and wisdom, endued even 
with a moderate capacity They espressed the 
same sm prise at bis knowlcxlge that the Chinese dp 
of ours “How comes it,” said they, '‘that the 
Europeans, so remote from China, think with so 
much justice and precudonl They have never read 
our books, they «!careely know even our letters, and 
yet they talk aud reason just as wo do ” Th& trutlJ 
19 , the Chinese and we are pietty much alike Dif- 
ferent degrees of lefinoaicnt, and aot of di&tauce,' 
mark the distinctions among tnanhmd Sfiva<re5 of 
tte most opposite climates lane all tut one chnraotep 
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of impiWTdence an^ lapacifcy, and tutored nations, 
ho'wever separate, niciko use of the very same methods 
to piocuie refined enjoyment 
Tlie d\=tmctioiis of polite nations fire few, bnt 
such as aie peculiar to the Chinese appear in every 
page of the follomng coirespondcnce The meta- 
pliois and allusions are all diaivn from the East 
Then foianality our author caiefully pieserves 
Many of theii favourite tenets in morals are illus- 
tinted The Chinese are always concise; so is he 
Simple , &o IS he. The Chinese are grave and sen- 
tentious , so IS he But m one particular the resem- 
blance IS peculiaily striking ' the Chinese are often 
dull, and so is he Nor has my as<sistaDce been 
wanting "We aie told in an old romance of a 
certain knight-enant and his hoise who contracted 
an intimate fnendslup The horse most usually 
bore the knight , but, in cases of estraordinary 
dispatch, the knight retwiiied the favoui, and carried 
his horse Thus, in the mtimncy between my 
author and me, he has usually given me a lift of 
his eastern sublimity, and I have sometimes given 
him a return of my colloquial ease 

Teb it appeals strange, m this season of panegyi’c, 
when scarcely an author passes un praised either by 
his fiiends or himself, that such riierit as our Philo- 
Eophei’s should be foigotten "While the epithets of 
ingenious, copious, elaborate, and refined are lavished 
among the mob, like medaN at a coronation, the 
lucky piives fall yii every side, but not one on lum 
I could on this occasion make myseif melancholy, 
by consideimg the capnciousness of public taste, 
or the mutability of foitune, but during this fit 
of moiahty, lest my reader should sleep, I’ll take 

o 
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a, nip myself, anfl T9Len I GjU ivitsi my 

dieam 

T rmagitied the Thame*? waj, fro/eii o\er. and 1 
stood by its side Seveial bociihs wcie ei cebed upon 
bbo ice, and I was told by ouo of the fpectatois, that 
Fabhien Xi’an was going io begin He added, that 
Bveiy antlioi who could cany hi*! worlrs there might 
probably find a very good lecejrbion 1 vfps le- 
solved, however, to obseive the humoms the 
place m safety from the shows ; sensible that ice was 
at best pieearioug, and having been always a little 
cowardly m my sleep 

Several o® itiy acquawitAnce seemed much more 
baidy thnii 1, and went over the ice with intiepJdity 
Some cained thoir works W the fair on sledges, some 
on caits and those which weie moie volununons 
were conveyed in waggons Tbeu temerity Q'?ton- 
ished me I knew their caigoes were heavy, and 
expected eveiy moment thoy would have gone to 
the bottom They all ent^^cod the fau, however, lu 
safety, and each soon after returned, to my giofit 
surpripe. higXily vaiisficd with his eutertaiamon't nnd 
the bargains lie had brought away 

The success of *aieh nuiubeis at last began to 
operate upon me If these, cried I, meet \Tillilavoui 
and safety, gome lack may, perhaps, foi once attend 
the mifortunate. I am resolved to make <i now 
adventuie The furnitiue, ftippeiy, and fireworks 
ot Oiiina have been foahintiahly bought up 

I II try the fair with a siuail cargo of Chinese 
moiahty If Uw Chinese b we CTmtiibulod to v,ti itc 
om taste. I’ll Uy how Im they can help to nupiove 
youT uudcrstanding otheishave diiven into 

the market m waggons, HI cautiously begin by 
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ventuimg TPith a ■wlieelbarrow. Thus resolved, I 
baled up my goods, and fairly ventured , when, upon 
just enteimg the fair, I fancied the fee, that had 
supported an hnndied •waggons before, ciacked 
undei mo, and whoelbaxaow and all ^vent to the 
bottom. 

Upon awaking from my reveiie with the triglit, I 
cannot help wishing that the pains taken in giving 
this coiTespondence an English dress had been em- 
ployed in contiiving new political systems, o’* new 
plots for farces I might then have taken my station 
m the world, either as a poet oi a philosopher, and 
made one in those little societies wheie men club to 
laise each other’s reputation But at present I 
belong to no paiticular class I resemble one of 
those animals that has boon forced from its foiesi to 
giatify human curiosity My earliest wish was to 
escape unheeded through bfe , but I have been set 
up for half-pence, to fret and scamper at the end of 
my chain Though none are injured by my rage, 3 
am naturally too savage to court any fi lends by 
fawning, too obstmato to bo taught new tucks, and 
too impiovidont to mind what niay happen I am 
appeased, though not contented Too indolent for 
intrigue, and too timid to push fot fai oiu, I am — 
But what signifies what am 13 

“ ’EA-?r}r koI aiJ 't^xV /'sTV iupov 

OtfSev i/^al x' vittv rat^eTe tovs cuf " 

“ Hope nucl CIi inca, fare jo wall I Jiave found mj port ] 
hfuc no longer nuy npcd of you ; make jniii spoit of fho^e 
alio cb ill cpm" i/le,' «’«!.” 
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The CHiNP-fec Philosopher visiis ■Wrsi’MJNsrau 
ABCt\ 

1 AJi pst returned fiom Wostmmstei Abbey, tlie 
plaee of sepultuie £oi the philosopheis, heroes, and 
kings of England What a gloom do monumental 
inscriptions and all the voncnble remains of dcc-oased 
meiit inspire I Imagine a temple maiked with the 
hand of antiquity, solemn as religions awe, adorned 
with all the magniricence of barbarous profusion, 
dim windows, ficttcd pillars, long coloncados and 
dark ceilings. Think, then, what were my sensa- 
tions at being introduced to such a scene I stood 
m the midst of the temple, and threw my eyes 
round on the walls, filled with the atataeSi the 
uisciiptions, and the monuments of the dead 

Alas* I sold to myself, how does piide attend 
the puny child of dust even to the gravel Even 
humble as I am, I pos5»e''s more consoqueucs m the 
present scene than the gieatest hero of them all 
they have toiled for an hour to gain a transient 
immoi*taUty, and .ito at length retiied to the grave, 
wheiG they have -qo Lltendant but the v.ovm, none 
to hattci but the epitaph 

As I was indulging ■nicli leflectionB, a gentlemui 
diessed m black, peicexMiig me to bo a sbiangcr, 
came up, entered into conversAtion, and politely 
offoicd to bo my in‘;Uuctor and guide through tbo 
temple “ It any monument,” ^aid he, “ should 
excite jour curiosity, I shall eudeaioui to pafcicfy 
joui detuaudti ” I accepted, with thanks, the 
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COiiflejinn’ij ofit*!, mlclin", that “I come ic 

oh'-cne the policy, tho ^vi<cflom, and tlin jiitticc of tlio 
Eiijrli'-li, iti cnnfc'iung icxvauls upon docoascd inent. 
If nduInlioH like thiV* coiitniMt'cl I, “bo properly 
coiiductccl, ns: ib can m no vnys mjiiro llio«o who mo 
Il.itlered, «© at maj ho a cloiions luteiitire to tlioso 
u ho arc tiov capable of onjoying it It is the duty 
of G\eiv good goveimnent totniii tliK iiiounmeatal 
piido to its own fltlvaulage. to become strong in 
tho aggiOLMtc from the neilcuci:? of the ludnicla.i! 
If none bat the fciuly gicib haao a place lu tlii'? 
aw*fnl repository, a temple like this will give the 
Ihiest Je'sons of moiihty, and be a strong mcentixe 
to tme ntnbjfcion I am told, that none bare a place 
licie but clniactcis of tho most oistiDgui'bed inont " 
The Man in Black «eeraed impatient at my observa- 
tions I discontinued my icittaiks, and we walked 
on togetlioi lo take a view of every particnlai 
rannunient m oidei as it lay 

As the eye h natmally cauglit by the finest 
objects, I could not 4avoid be.ng particulaily ctuious 
about one monument, winch appealed more beau- 
tiful tban the lest “Tint,” said. I to my guide, “I 
take to be the tomb of some aery gieafc man By 
the peculiar excellence of the woikmanship, and 
the magnificence of tlie design, this must bo a 
tiophyrnsed to the meinoiy of some Icing who has 
saved }iis courirj' from ram, or law-giver who has 
leduced his fellow-citizens from anarchy into just 
subjection ” — It is not requisite,” replied my com- 
panion, smiling, to lave sncli quabfications in 
order to liave a very fine monument here : more 
bumble abilities will suffice-”- — "What ' I suppose, 
then, the gaining two or thieo battles, oi tha 
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takiiag Iialf a scoie o£ towns, js tliougbt a 
eienb q^ii'ilihLation ■? ” — * Gau^g Laities, or taking 
to'ftna,” leplied the SLui in Black, may bo of ^ei*" 
vice, but a geutiQiujn imy have a very Une monu- 
ment beie ivitLout evw seeing a battle or a siege 
••This, then, is the moniuncnt of some poet, I pionm'^ 
— of one whose wit Las gamed him immoilality 1 
— “ Ko. sii,” lopUed my guide, “the gputleman who 
Ucs here nevei made verses , aud as foi wit, ho 
despised it m others, because he had none himself 
— “ Piaj tell me, then, ua a word,” said I, peevishly, 
what lb the great man who lies here particularly 
remarkable forf” — ‘‘RemaiLable, sir!” said my 
companion 3 “why, air, the gentleman that lies beio 
leiemarkable, veiy lemarkable — for a tomb in West- 
minsrei Aobey'^ — "But, bead of my ancesBorE. ^ bow 
has ho got hfeTo'l I fmacy be conld tiever bribe the 
guaidiauB of the toraple to give bita o. ploee Should 
he not be ashamed to be seen among company where 
oven moderate meiit would look like infamy 1 ” — “ I 
suppose," rephed the Man in Black, "the gentleman 
was iicb, and his fiieads, as is usual in such a ease, 
told him he was great He really beliored them ; 
the guaidiaufa oi the temple, as they got hy the self- 
«le\usioa, weie reedy to believe him too , so ho paid 
lua money for a fine monument , and the workman, 
as you see, has made him one of the most beautifuL 
Think not, however, that this gentleman is singular 
iQ bis desire of bmog buiied among the gievat; 
there are several otheis in tho temple, who, hated 
and shunned by the great while alive, have come 
hero fully j:e,oKcd Wkoep them ooiapauy now they 
are dead ” 

Ah we walked rtloug to a paiticular put uf tuo 
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temple, “Tlieie,” says the genfcicman, pointing witJi 
bib ■fingGi, “that is ilio Poet's Corner , there j'ou see 
the monmnentb of Shake''peiie, ami hlilfcon, ami Pnoi, 
and Drayton.” — * Diayton’” I replied, *‘I never 
heaid of him before , but I have been told of one Pope 
— IS he there?” — "Tt as time enough," leplied my 
guide, “these handled years, ho is not long dead, 
people have not done hating him yet'" — “Stiange,'' 
cried I , “can any be found to hate a man whose life 
was wholly spent in entertaining and instructing his 
feilow-creatuies?” — “Tes,” says my guide, “they 
hate Inm for that veiy reason There are a set of men 
called answerers of books, who take upon them to 
watch tho republic of lebteis, and distribu-to reputa- 
tion by the sheet; they somewhat lesemhl© the 
eunuchs in a seraglio, "ivlio are incapable of giving 
pleasuie themselves, and hinder those that would 
These ansiverers have no other employment but to 
cry out Dunce and Scribbler , to praise tlie dead 
andievile the living, togi.mt a man of confessed 
abilitie»i some small shore of merit , to applaud 
twenty blockheadb in order to gain the I'eputation 
of candour , and to revile the moral character of 
the man whose writings they cannot injure. Such 
wretches are kept in pay by some mercenaiy book- 
seller, or moie fiequently the bookseller himself 
takes thi‘. dirty work oft their hands, as all that is 
reqiuied is to he veiy abusive and very dull. Eveiy 
poet of any genius is sure to find such enemies ; he 
feels, though he seems to despise, them malice, they 
make him miserable heie, and in the pursuit of 
empty tame, at last he gams solid ansiety " 

“Has this been the case with every poet I see 
heiel” died I — “Yes, with every mother’s son 
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of 11101115” replied he, “except he happened to be 
hoin a, maiidaiin. Tf he bab much money, he may 
buy 1 eputatioQ from youi boob answerei s, as well aA a 
monument' fiom the guardians of tlie temple " 

“ But are there not some rPen of di'^Unguibhed 
taste, as m China, who ai© willing to patiomse men 
ot moiit, and soften the rancoui- of malevolent dul- 
ne'^s'J” 

‘‘ I own there are many,” replied the Stan m Blacls, 
“but alas) “^iv, tiie boob-answeieis crowd abonh 
them, and call thumsclves the miteis of books, 
and the patron ih too indolent to distinguish thus 
poets aie kept at a distance, while then euermes eat 
up all then rewards at the manddim's table " 

Leaving this pai-t of the temple, we made up to 
an 11 oil gate, thiough which my compaiuon told juo 
we v*eiG to pass, m oidei to bee the moTiL.taonts of 
the tings Accordingly, I marched up without 
further ceiamony, and was going to enter, when a 
peiBon who held the gate in his hand told me I must 
pay first I wissuiprised at such a demand, and 
asbpd the man, whetboi tho people of Engl ind kept 
a. show? — whether the palti> bum he demanded was 
nob a national repioath? — ^whether it Was not more 
to the honour of the country to let their mao-ni- 
firence or then antiquities bo openlj seen, than thus 
meanly to lax a curiosity which tended to their 
own honour 1 As for jonr quc-itions," lephed 
the gatekeeper, “to be sure they may be very 
Tight, hecaubo 1 don*b understand them , but, as 
for that there threepence, I faim ib from one— who 

Tcnt^ lb from another — who Uires it from a third 

who lea^ies it fiom th© guardians of the temple : and 
we all must live ” I cjcpected. upon paying here, to 
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see something extinoidinaiy, since >vhat I had seen 
for nothing filled mo ivith so mticli siupii‘;e but 
in this I ivas disappointed , there was little moie 
withm than black coffins, lusty armoui, tattered 
standards, and some few slovenly figures in wax. I 
was soiry I bad paid, bnt I comforted myself by 
consideiing it would he my last payment A person 
attended us who without once blushing told an 
hundred lies . he talked of a lady who died by 
pricking her finger, of a king with a golden he.ad, 
and twenty such pieces of absurdity “Look ye 
there, gentlemen," says he, pointing to an old oak 
chair, “ there’s a curiosity for ye , in that chan the 
kings of England were ci owned . you see also a 
stone underneath, and that stone ic J.acob’s pillow ’* 
I could see no cuiiosity eithei in tlio oak chair or 
the stone could 1, indeed, behold one of the old 
kings of EngLand seated in this, or Jacob’s head laid 
upon tbo other, there might be sometbiog curious in 
the sight, but in the piesenb case, theie was no 
more reason for iny surprise, than if I should pick 
a stone from their sticets, and call it a curiosity, 
merely because one of the kings happened to tiead 
upon it as he passed in a procession 

Prom hence our conductor led us through several 
dark walks and winding ways, uttering lies, talking 
to him-aelf, and flourishing a wand which he held in 
bis hand He reminded me of the black magicians 
of Nobi Aftei we bad been almost fatigued with a 
v.iiiety of objects, he at last desued me to consider 
attentively a certain suit of armour, which seemed 
to show notlung remarkable “This armour,” sard 
he, beloDged to GcneialMonk ” — “Very surprising 
that a general should wtai aimour I *’ — And pi ay,” 
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added lie, “ obaci VP tills cap, this is (aeiicnil ]^^onk^ 
cap” — ‘^YcLy stiarigo indeed ^eiy sti.mgc that n 
gcner.i-l should have a «.ip also I fiiond, -wlint 

might this cap li.ivo cost otiginally ” — ''Tluil. •'ii." 
sajs he. “I don’t know, hut this cip is all tho 
wages I have for iny trouble” — “A voiy small 
1 ecoinpense, truly," said I- — “ so aety small,” 

leplied ho, “foi evoiy gentleman puts some mone> 
into it, and I spend the inonci ” — ■“ ^Yhat, inoic 
money! still moio money!" — ‘ Ecoiy gentleman 
givQ=! «iomothmg, sir.” — “I'll give thee nothing,” 
returned I , the guardians of tlio aoniplo should 
paj you youi arages, fuend, and not pcimit you to 
squeeze thus from e^cly spcctatoi. When we pay 
our money at the door to see a show, vso novor give 
mote ns we are going out Swto, the guavdians of 
the temple c*iti never thmfc they got enough Show 
me the gate , if I stay longer, I may piobably meet 
with more of those ecclcsi.istical beggars ” 

Thus leaving the temple precipitately, I loturned 
to my lodgings, m oidei to rurmnate ovex what wes 
gieat, and to despise whal was mean, in the 
occuriences of the day. 


XTV 

Beoeption of Tnr Ohibcse Pmi.oEopnLR ey a Lae\ 
or DlSTIilCT-IOH 

I VTKI •:ome Says ago agreeably ampiieeS by a 
message Bom a lady q£ distinction, yilio Bent me 
word, that she most paasioiiately desired the pleasnro 
oi my acquaintanes, and mtb the utmost impatience 
expected .m intorraw T wiU not deny, my dear 
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Finn Hoam, but tint my -paiuty was laned at sucii 
an invitation: 1 flallercd tliat slie iiiid seen 

mo in somo luiblfc p].ice, and 3iad conceived an 
aiiection foi iieieon, which thus niilucod hei 
to deviate fiom the iiscial decorums of the sex 
imagination painted, her m all the bloom of 
youth and beauty I f.mwGil her attended bj’" the 
Loves and Giaees, and I set out with the most 
pleasing expectations of seeing the conquest I had 
made 

■When I was introduced mto bei’ apaitment, my 
ospBchitious were quickly at an end I perceived a 
httlo shnvollcd figure indolently reclined on a sofa, 
who nodded, by way of appiobation, at my approach 
This, as I was aftei wards informed, wab the lady 
herself, — a woman equally distinguished foi innk, 
polileiiess, taste and understanding As I was 
diesspd after the fashion of Europe, she had taken 
me foi an Englishman, and consequently saluted me 
in her ordinary manner but when the footman 
informed her giace that I was the gentleman from 
■China, she infetantly lifted herself from the couch, 
while her eyes sparkled with unusual vivacity 
‘'Bless me' can. this be the gentleman that was 
bom CO far from home? "W^hat an unusual shaie 
of somethingness lu his whole appeaiance ' Loid, how 
1 am charmed with the outlandish cut of his face ' 
how bewitching the exotic breadth of his forehead ' 
i would give the world to &ee him m his own 
countiy dress Pray, turn about, sir, and let me 
see you behmd There, there’s a travelled air for 
you' "You that atptend therej bring up a plate of 
beef cut into small pieces j I have a violent passion 
to see him eat. Pray, sir, have you got youi chop 
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bticks akout you 1 It will be so pretty to ‘?ee tbo 
meat cauiad to tho moiitli tviUi a ]Gik Pi'^yj 
speak a littlo Chinese I have Icaracd some of the 
language myaelf. Loid 1 have you nothing prefct} 
from China about you , something that one does not 
know what to do with^ I have got tnenty things 
fiom China that aro of no use in the noild Look 
at those ]ai& , they me of the light pea-green these 
aic the furnitiuo • ‘Deal madam,” said I, " these, 
though they may appeal fine in yoiti ei es, are hut 
paltiy to a Chinese , but os they aie u'cEul utensils, 
it is piopei they should hare a place in e\ei> apart- 
ment ” — “ Useful, sic ' ■’ replied the lady , “ sure yon 
mistake , they ore ol no use m the voild ” — “ hat f 

ore they not €Ued with an infusiou of tca^ as lu 
China 1’^ replied I — “Quito empty and useless, 
upon my honour, su ’’—“Then they are the mo'it 
cumbrous and cluin®:j furniture m the world, as 
nothing IS tiuly elegant but what unites use with 
beauty ” — “ I piotesfc,” says tho lady, “ I shall begin 
to suspect thee of being an actual barb inan I 
iuppo<!e you hold my two beautiful pagods m 
contempt "SYbat I " cried I, “has Fohi spiead 
his gro&s superstitions here also 1 Pagods of all 
kinds are myaveision” — “A Chinese, a traveller, 
and want taste ' It surprises me Pray, Sir, esa.miae 
the beauties of thit Chinese temple which you see 
at the end of the garden Is there anything in 
China more beautiful?” — “Where I stand, I sec 
nothing, madam, at the end of the gulden, that may 
not as well be called an Egyptian pyramid as a 
OhmesQ temple , for that little building in view is 
as like the one as t’other” — “What, sii ' is not that 
0 . Chinese temple? yqn must surely be mistaken 
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Mr Freeze, who designed it, calls it one, and 
nobody disputes his pretensions to taste” T now 
iound ifc vain to contradict the lady in anything 
slio thouffL fit to advance , so was resolved, rather 
to act the disciple than the instructor She took 
me thiotigh several rooms, all furnished, as she 
told me, in the Chinese manner , sprawling dragons, 
squatting pagods, and clumsy mandarins were stuck 
upon every shelf in tuining round, one must have 
used caution not to demolish a paifc of the precarious 
furniture 

In a house like this, thought I, one must live 
continually upon the watch , the inhahitant must 
resemble a kmghfc in an enchanted castle, who 
expects to meet an adventure at every turning 
'*Eufc, madam,” said I, “do not accidents ever 
happen to all this finery ? ” — Man, sii,” replied the 
lady, “is born to misfoi tunes , and it is but fit I 
should have a share Three weeks ago, a careless 
servant snapped off the head of a favourite man- 
darin : I had scarce done grieving for that, when a 
monkey bioke a beautiful jar , this I took the more 
to heart, as the mjuiy was done mo by a friend ' 
However, I survived the calamity , when yesteiday 
emsh w cut half-a-dozen dragons upon the marble 
hearthstone and yet T live , I survive it all you 
can’t conceive what comfoidi I find under aiBictions 
fiom philo&ophy Theie is Seneca, and Boling 
broke, and some others, who guide me through life, 
and te<aeh me to support its calamities*” I could not 
but smile at a woman who makes her own mis- 
fortunes, and then deploies the miseries of her 
■situation ^^Hieiefore, tiicd of acting ivith dis- 
simulation, and Willing to indulge my uicilitations 
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m sol\1>\\de, I took lea.vo 3UKti "1% tbe servant 
bviuging -jD, A plate of Hcof, pu.rsvuLxit to tbe direc- 
tions of bjq mistress. — Adiou. 


xy 

Enolisk Tiuf’ oi pKEffcri PxiisoNrn'? 

Yet. whilp I Qouielime'! loment tlio of Imm.imtf. 
and tho depravity of human nature, thci e now and 
tlien npfjpar gle.vnf, of gieatnes-. that Rorvo to 12- 
hove the oyo opptc’^sed ivith the hideous prospect, 
and le^mnbl® tho*;® cultivated &pot® that are '•ome- 
tiiaes found in the toidsb of an Asiatic wildoiness 
I Taany <juptiioi ©vccUeucoF araorg tho Engheh, 
yVcVj a i-s litA, in ■po'Kov ot till thow folUc^ to 
Jude X fcoe •virfcuos, ahich in other cnun.tiie'* 
known only to a few, practised here by every re-ok 
of people 

I know not ‘nbcthei ifc ptoceeds from then 
iupenor opulence that the Engh&li ^re moie 
chiiitahle than the rest of min'kind , whether by 
being po'-^eseed of all tbe convenioncei. of hfe 
tkimselvPs, they have more leisure to peiceive the 
uneasy situation of the «li,tiossed , rvhatcvet' be tho 
motive, they are not only the mo&fc cluuitablo of any 
other cation, but most judicioua m distingiu’ihing 
tbe properebt objecth of compassion 

hn other oounirics, lha giver is geiieraliy m- 
(luonoed by the immediate impulse of pifcy, his 
generosity iq eaorted as inncli to roliovo h»s own 
uuurvHy as to comtort ibo object m 

distress In Bnglmd, benefactions aio of a moie 
general natuie Soma man of fortune and universal 
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benevolence pioposo llie piopei' objects, the Tvants 
and ibe meuts of the pelitioneis aio canvas'od by 
tlio people ; neither passion nor pity find a place 
in tlio cool disenssion , and chanty is then only 
cxeilod when it ha% iteeived tbo apjnobation of 
reason 

A late instance of this fmcljr-dn ccfcecl henevolcnce 
forces itself 60 stiongly on imagination, that it 
in a manner iceonciles mo to pleasuic, and once 
more makes mo tho univeisal fiicod of man. 

The Engli'^h and Fiench have not only political 
reasons to induce them to mutual hatied, but often 
the more prevailing motive of a private inteiesfc to 
widen the bieacli A war between other countries 
IB earned on collectively, ai my fights againeit aimy, 
and a man’s own private lesentment is lost in that 
of the community - but m England and Franco, tho 
inclmduala of caoli countiy plunder each othei at 
sea without lediess, and consequently feel that 
animosity against each other winch passengers do 
at a robber They have for some time earned on 
an espensiv© wai , and seveial captives have been 
taken on both sides, those made piisonois by the 
Prenuh Lave been used with oruelty and guaided 
with unnecessary caution tho'io taken by the 
English^ being muen more numerous, were coiifiiipd 
in the oidmaiy manner, and not being relca'^cd by 
their countiymen, began to feel all those inconveni- 
ences wliifh aijse from want of covering and long 
confinement 

Tlieii cojintrymen wero inFni mod ot tliou 
deploiable bitnalion , but they, moie intent on 
annoying then enemies than xelievmg their friends, 
refused the least, assistance The English now 
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«:^u tliociMiida o£ tiiou fcWcm ciiaUiTCft w 

ovciy jinsou, JoisaVcn bj Mhost? wivb 

to protect tliciiij ^Jibowring tt]l^l jxtiA 

out clotbps to keep off Uje W5\CJit> oJ tho ■'enson 
Katioiinl T?ene\oipnco piot.iilotl over iinl-ionai 
atumo'iity j their jiusoners ■««& intJppfl oncmic"-, 
but tboi woro ouojmpt. lu disLio'a, thpy coiccil to 
be iiAtcfiil when tlioy no longw:' conlimiCfl to lie 
fotmidahle forgetting, tlieiofnre, then nationai 
hatred, the men who noic hiiuo onougli to con 
'juer, Avere gcnoi.ou'i eijongli to foigive ond they 
whom a]l the >ioiid ^cenied to linvo cl:‘*dtmnDd, 
at In'!!! tound pity iind ledrets from those tliey 
attempted to sabdne A subscnptlOD 's opoQcd, 
ampio charities collected, propei nccc^saties pro 
cured, ft-od the poor gny eons of a meriy nation, avoro 
otOB more taught to resume thwr formor gnicty 
When I C.U6 my eye over the iKt of those who 
rnatnbuted on this occa<:on, I fiDd tho niraes al- 
most entirely Soghsii , scarce ono forwgoei iippc irs 
sunoQg the number It was for Englmiunen alono 
to he Cdpabi® of such e.v-ilted virtue X own 1 
eanaot look over this catologuo of good men and 
philosophers, without thinking bsttei of mjsBif, 
becaosQ it makes me ont<-ilaiti n more favoorabla 
opinion oI ruarikiacl I am paiticuKrly stiitek wjth 
one who ivrifes these words upon the paper that 
euclo-sed hm benefaetaon »Tho mite of an English 
man, a citizen of ine world, to Freachraen, piicgncrs 
of war. and naked ” I only wish that he may hod. 
as tQutk pleasure Iwm his nrtnes as I ImvG dono 
in xeBectmg npon them, that aloae will amnb 
Sml, » one, my hiend, is an honour 
to human nature, he makes no private distiDchons 
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of paity, all that .me stamped -v^-itli the divme 
iiiiiigo of their Cieator aie fiiends to Imu be is a 
native of tho T\oiJd, and the Erapcior of China 
may be pioud that he has sneh a countijman 

To lejoice at the destruction of our enemies is a 
foible giaftod upon hiiman nature, and we must be 
peimitted to indulge jt* the tiue way of atoning 
for such an ill-founded plo.'isuie, as thus to turn our 
triumph into an act of benevolence, and to testify 
our own joy by endeavouimg to banish anxiety 
flora, others 

Huinti, the best and wisest eiapeioi that ever 
filled the throne, after having gained thice signal 
■victoues ovei the Tavtais, who bad invaded his 
dominions, letuined to Kaokin, in order to enjoy 
the glory of his oonquesb Aftei he had rested for 
Some days, the people, who are naturally fond of 
processions, impatiently expected the triumphant 
enti y which emjjerorp upon such occasions were 
accU’jtomsd to make then nuumurs came to the 
emperor’s ear . he loved his people, and was willing 
to do all m hie power to sati^jfy their just desiros 
He theiefore assured them, that he intended, upon 
the next feast of the Lanterns, to exhibit one of the 
raost glorious triumphs that had ever been seen in 
Chin I 

The people were in raptures at bis condesconsion , 
and, on tho appointed Jay, assembled fit tb© gates of 
the palace with the most eager expectations Here 
they waited for some fame, without seeing any of 
those preparations which usually piecedo a pigeant 
The lantern with ten thousand tapers was not yet 
brought forth, the fiieworks, which usually covered 
the city walls, were not jet lighted tho people 
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once tiioie began to murmur at this delay, when, in 
tlie midst of tlieir impatience, the palace-gAtes flen 
open, miii the empeiOT him«elf appealed, not m 
splemlom or magmhcence, hut m oidinaiy habit, 
followed by the blind, the maimed, and the 
stiangpis of the city, aJl m new clothes, and each 
cairymg in bis hand money enough to supply his 
necessities foi the yeai Tlio people were at first 
amazed, but soon perceived the 'wasdom of then 
king, who taught them, that to make nne man happy 
was more tiuly sripat than having ten. thousand 
captives gioauiug at tho wheels of his. chariot — 
Adieu 


XVT 

Tnc hlAK IK Blacji. 

Teocqh fond of many acijuAmtatieft?, I desire an 
lutimacj' only with a few The Man in Black 
whom I bale often mentioned, w one whose fiiend- 
?tup I could Wish to acquno, because he possesses 
my esteem His manneis, it is true, are tmcfciued 
with some stiangc mconsislcnctes , and ho may be 
justly termed a humorist m a n.atjon of humoiibts 
Tliongh lie is generous even to |nofn<3ion. he effects 
t'l bo thoiiglit a piodigy of parsimony and prudence 
tliongh Ills couseisation bo leplete witli the most 
sordid .ini'! Kolfivh raasims, Iik heart js dilated with 
the mojtuhboimdedlove I have linown lum piofess 
himself a man-hatci, while his cheGk was glowing 
with cnmpissiou, and, vLile liis loots ivere softened 
into pita, I have heard him use the language of tlic 
nios-t unbouiu\ed illnaime Some affect hum luity 
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and tenderness, otlieis boast of having such disposi- 
tions from nature , but he is the only man I ever 
kiieiv' who seemed ashamed of his natural benevolence 
He takes as much pains to hide Ins feelings, as any 
hypocrite would to conceal his mdiffci ence , but on 
every unguaided moment the mask diops off, and 
reveals him to tho most supeificial obseiver 

In one of our late evcuisions into the countiy) 
happening to discourse upon the piovision that was 
made for the poor in Kogland, ho seemed amazed 
how any of his countrymen could he so foolishly 
weak as to relieve occasional objects of chanty, 
when the laws had made such ample provision foi 
their support “ In every parish-house," says be, 
the poor aie <>upplied with food, clothes, firo. and a 
bed to lie on , they want no rnoie, I desire no more 
myself , yet still they seem discontented I am 
surpiised at the inactivity of our migistiates, m not 
taking up such vagiant*?, who are only a weight 
upon the indvistrious , I am surprised that tho people 
ere found to relieve them, when they must be at the 
same time sensible that it in some me isnie encourages 
idleness, extravagance, and imposture Were I to 
advise any man for whom I had the least regard, I 
Would caution him by all means not to be imposed 
upon by them false pietences, let mo assure you, sii, 
they are impostors, eveiy one of them, and rathei 
merit a prison than rehef ” 

He was proceeding in this strain, earnestly to 
dissuade me from an imprndeucc of which I am 
seldom guilty, when an old man, who still bad about 
him the rcrann.Tits of tattered finery, implored our 
compassion He assured ns that he was no common 
beggar, but foited mto the shameful piofession to 
n 2 
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t\ fKiiig witc .iii'l »• 

j)rcpasv(’<-‘-(,Hl nisnui't muU fulMlKiOil' , lus f-loiy 
hue] W ilio Ifi'-l i«l'OU III* . lull It VIS 

ipiito otlicinis<. "illi llw Jln»» *» J (“niitil ho 

it-\isil)]y niKM-jito iiponlHs coiiiib-tmirc, «t»l rff«'il» 

.illy inUinijit l»s Itnimiiiiio. 1 injilil i i-ilv pi iriivo, 
Hint liH lic'irl hmiiPtl (o ifln‘\<- tl»' li\»' •'tiuiMf' 
cliililicii, but' Im ■'•poirml n>'li'im*il to l»l^ 

MO.ikncss to iiKi Wl»ilo ho Ui»s lu'sit'ili'fl IkU'.H'JJ 
coinpashioii iiiul pinJo, 1 piotomlcil to ](in|. iiijoth<'r 
nay, ui<l lio sort'd tins oppoitnnllv nf pivinp tho 
pool pcbituuici ft pioco of hiiiJ fit tlit* 

vnino tinio, mouior Uiat I fhoiild hoar, gt) ssoil' for 
Ills biead, find not Iqt-c j*n'-'-f»gfi s %v»tl) such 
itnptiUmonl. f il'-ehowls for the fulmc. 

Ab he li.ul fiacicil himself quiic iinpficfivinl, lie 
continuod, tig we proeceded, (o lail ngiilTi^-t bfggfii'* 
Milh as much iiiuiBOsily fls liffoio- ho lliu'tt m soiut* 
episodes oil Ills oisn ftuia/inij pruilpiice and ocotiQinjr 
\sit\i Ins piofonnd shill jii di«co\ouiig iinpo'loi'. In' 
,,u\pljm]Qd tho iiuinici »n vilnrh he wniiUl dctl with 
'sfjcggflis W’cio ho ft inugiitrntc, liinted nt ciiliugmi; 
i^Tiio of the piisons foi Ihou reception, and told tno 
‘^'^,ps of ladies that vieie rohhed by boggnt men 
sfcoA-^f, ■beginning a thud to the saTnepniposo, «lu.’0 
He w., a M'oodcD leg once moio crossed our 
a saiot gjjing Q^J. pitjjuud blessing OUT limits I 
Mfilks, on siithont taking liny notlcCj but ray 
■was t«v -f ° OS wistfully upon the pooi petHtonor, 
{non » 00 jjoTvould show me with how inucli 
bid nao any fame detect an impostor 

cape le co absomed a look of impojtancB, 

He now, ton© 'began to esainme tlie sailoji 
and in engagement he wns thus dis 

,lemandmg iw w 
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abled <iiid renJeied unfit for seivice The sailor 

replied, in a tone as angrily as he, that he had been 
an officer on board apiirate iJiip of war, and that he 
had lost bis leg abroad, in defence of those who did 
nothing at home At this reply, all my friend’s 
iinpoitance vanished in a moment , he had not a 
single question moio to ask . he now only studied 
what method he should take to relieve hm nri- 
observed He had, however, no oa&y pait to act, as 
he was obliged to pieserve the appearance of ill- 
nature before mo, and yet relieve himself by relieving 
the sailor. Casting, theiefoie, a fuiions look upon 
Bomo bundles of chips which the fellow earned in a 
sbiing at his back, my frxond demanded how be sold 
bis matches , but, not waiting foi a reply, dasiied, 
la a sully tone, to have a shilling’s worth The 
bailor seemed at drst suipiised at his demand, but 
soon xecollecbing himself, and piesenting his whole 
bundle, “Here, master,” sny.she, “take allmyonigo, 
nnd a blessing into the bavgam ” 

It IS impossible to clc«cnbe watli vbnt on air of 
tiiuirph my fiiend marched off with Lis new 
pmclia«5e, he assured me. that he was fnraly of 
opinion that those tellows must have stolen then 
goods, u ho could thus .afCoid to sell them for half 
value He infoi raed roe of several different uses to 
winch those cinps might be applieil , he expatiated 
Inigel}' upon llio Fiivings that would result fioin 
lighliDg candles with .a match, imtaid of thrusting 
them into the file. He avpircd, that he vould .as 
soon liavf parted with a tooth n*: h>s money to those 
a iirnbnnds, unlc-.s fin koiuO lahtiblo coiisidcijition 
I ( mnot loll how long this pinegMit upon frngalit}' 
nml m.itciioi luigJife I1.110 cOBtiuued, Lnd not las 
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attention been cnlloil ofF bj aiiollxT objn I hioil! 
cU«tTG‘i‘'ral tlnu oitlipr of tliefoimer A ivnjn.ui in 
tag-n, vith oinj cliikl m her aim*), mul .nji'itbfr on lie i 
back, I'a*- aUeiiiplmg to ‘iiig biUtil'i, but ujtU nidi 
n motimfnW'oitt', ibnt it v-as <btWutt to itd'in'iuc 
vbofclioi did was ‘anging np tijtur;. A virtcb, ^Oio 
in tho doopest di‘.tle^'? kliU niinfd at ganiMiummii , 
was an object jaj friend nas bj no mean'- c^plbll• of 
i.itbsiond\Tig ; M%aMty Aud Iwh 'veto 

lustanllj mlciiuplcd, upon tin's wri'inn, In'; vrr) 
dissniiulalion had foi^iiken bun J)^ou m jny 
piesonco ho nmuodintcly npj'lird his Ii'inds to Ins 
pocket'’, m Older to leliovo hor, but pnc’--. liiv 
confueion when he found lie Ind ahe nl,v gneii away 
all tbo money bo wiucd about him to fctiiiiiT(>bjce’t-‘' 
llieiaifcoij p,uuloi\ i« tW •woman’s Msit;o wns net 
balE so stioiigly c\prosser| aslbe ago»\ jti bis. He 
continued to scatcb for some tim«, but lo no pnrjmso, 
till, at length rccollccling Ininself, mill n f ipo of 
incfffiblo gooti-natuic, nv lio,]ia(l no innmy, ho put 
into lior Lands Lts blulbiig'R woitb of id itvbc^ 


XVII 

Tjjl ]VlA^ ih Hl\ck 

As tbere ippeared &onio(tlnng loiiict.uitlv good in 
thci chaiactpr of my ooinpanion, 1 must ovu it 
suipiiRcd iQG wbal could fie lu^ motives foi thus 
concealing 'Virtues which otWis take Bueli pains to 
display I was uualjle to repness my clcsiio of 
knowing the Listoiy of a lofxo. who thus =eeii>ed to 
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acb under continual restraint^ and whoso benevolence 
was rather the eSeeb of appefafce than, reason. 

It was not, however, till after lepoated «!oIicitat:on:S 
he thought proper to gratify my curiosity. “ If you 
are fond,” says he, “ of hearing hairbreadth 'scape.s; 
my history must certainly please , for I have been 
for twenty years upon the very verge of starving, 
without ever being starved. 

“ My father, the younger son of a good family, 
was possessed of a small living in the church. His 
education was above his foitune. and his generosity 
greater than his education Poor ns he was, he had 
his flatterers, still poorer than himself , for every 
dinner he gave them they loturned an equivalent in 
praise, and this was all he wanted The same 
ambriron that actuates a monarch at the head o£ an 
army inlluenocd my father at the head of his tnblo 
hs told the ■^tory of tho ivy-tree, and th.it w«is laughed 
at , he repeated the jest of the two scholars and one 
pan of breeches, and the company laughed at that , 
but the story of Ta-fty in tho sedan-ob-nr was suio to 
set tho table in a roar thus his plcasuio increased 
in proportion to tho pleasure ho gave , he loved all 
the world, and be fancied all the world loved him 

“ As his fortune was but small, he lived up to the 
veiy extent of it, he had no intentions of leaving 
his cliildren any money, for that was dut&s . he wos 
losolved they should have learning , foi learmug, he 
used to obseivc, was better than silvoi or gold Por 
tins puipose, he undertook to insstiuot ub himsolf j 
and took as much jbwds to form our moials as to 
inipiove 0111 undei standing "Wo iveio told, th.it 
umveisal benevolence was what first cementeil 
society . we weie taught to consider all the wants 
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of iDAH'kiHil IS our o\vu, to ip^ird tViD bnrcnTi i,vco 
dwine affection and esteem i &e T\'oand up 
to be mere machines of pit7, and Tpndeied ns 
incapable of with'danditig tho slightest impulse 
made sitHer by real or fiotitiou-? di=fctess in o woid, 
■sre ware perfectly instamcted 10 the ait of giving 
a.waY thoa‘‘arL6s, before we were taught the more 
netesyiry ijnalificataonB of g^iog a faHh’ng 

" I cannot aToid imasfining, that thus reSned hy 
his lessons out of all my suspieion, and directed of 
even all tha httla cnnnmg whicb nature had given 
me, I resembled, apon my firbt entrance into the 
busy and insidious world, on© *>f those gladl^tors 
-f»bn "Tiesa e.'sp' 9 «)%d w.tVcoMt vxmwT 111 tlio nTnyrhi 
thcati© at Eome My fatbei, however, who had 
only Been tlie 'vorld on one wde, seemed to tnmnpli 
in my snpeuor ditwunmetit. though my who^o 
stoct of Wisdom consisted in being ible to talk like 
himself upon subjects thnt once w»re u^eflvl. because 
they were then topics of the hii^y norld, hub that 
now weio atterlj visele8>, because oonnected witb 
the busj world no loogw 

“'Ihe first opportmuty bo bad of finding bis 
e,\pettatincY disappom^d was m the veiy middling 
fignru I uiide m tit- university, he h^d fiatteied 
h-mself that ho »ho»iia srt me ri'ing into the 
foieaost rank in bteraiy jrejratation, b,,t wis mor 
tifiod li find me utterly unnoticed rma unknown 
B-'S dmppoi’itmeai. Ungbt hu.vc been pmfciy asenbod 
to ills hanng Overrated my talents, and p ,itly to tnj 
disliLc of matbcmatical roisDuings, at ^ tune when 
my imcgmatwn and UMaoray, yet rnisitisfied, were 
more eager after new olijects than devious of 
reasoning upon tbosse I Luew This did art, how 
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ever, please my tutoi, who ob5>erved, indeed, that I 
was a little dull , but at the same time allowed, that 
I seemed to be very good-natured, and had no haim 
m me 

“ After I had resided at college seven years, my 
fatbci died, and left me — his blessing Thus shoved 
fi’om shore without ill-nature to protect, or cunning 
to guide, or pioper stores to subsist me in so dan- 
gerous a voyage, I was obliged to embaik in the wide 
world at twenty-two Bat, in order to settle in life, 
iny friends advised (for they always advise when 
they begin to despise ns), they advised me, I say, to 
go into orders 

“ To he obliged to wear a long wig, wlien I liked 
a short one, or a blade coat, when I generally dressed 
in brown, I thought was such a restraint upon my 
liberty, that I ali^olotely rejected the piopo'^al A 
piiest m England is not the same moitified creature 
with a bon^e m China with us, not lie that fasts 
besl, but eats best, is reckoned tbe best liver, yet I 
re.iected a life of hneury, indolence, and ease, from no 
othei consider ation, but that boyish one of dress 
So that my fnends weie now perfectly satisfied I 
vv as undone , and yet they thought it a pity f oi one 
who had not the least harm in him and was so very 
good-natm ed 

” Povcity natiu'ally begets depeudence, and I was 
•idinitted as fiatteier to a gieat man At first, I was 
sinjiiitotl that the <iitnation of a flatterei at a gieat 
inaii’s table could be thought disagreciblo thcic 
was no gic'’t Uoublc \n liaienmg altnuti’ ely when 
his lor'l‘:liip spoke, and laughing when lie looked for 
applause Tins e\eu good mamieis might iiave 
obliged Kio to pel foim I found, Jiouovoi, too i-oon. 
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ah\ny <5 tLouglit j»ou a vciy silly fellow Lot. mo sco 
— you want fcwo hundred pound*? Do you only 
want two hundred, ^ir, exactly^' — ‘To confess i- 
truth,’ relumed I, ‘ I «diall want throe hundied j but 
then I have anothei’ fwond, ftom whom I can bon-mr 
the rest’ — ‘Why, then,* lepliod my fiicnd, ‘ )f you 
would take my advice (and you Icnow I should not 
presume to advise you btit for your own good), I 
would rocomraend it to jou to borro^v* the wliolo 
sum from that other friend , and then one note will 
seive for nil, you know’ 

“PotGity now began lo come fust upon me, yet 
instead of growing mote provident or cautions as I 
giew poor, I becamo every day moro indolent and 
simple A fiiend wts auestod foi fifty pounds,! 
was unable to o\tricato bim, eveept by becoming hi? 
bail Wlien athbexty, bo fled from bis cieditors, 
and left mo to take lus place In pnson I expected 
greater satisfactions titan I etijoycd at large. I 
hoped to converse with men in this new woild, 
simple and believing like my^oif , but I found them, 
a <4 ennmog and a% cautious as those in the woild I 
had left behind They spunged up icy money nhilo 
it lasted, bon owed my coals and nevei paid for them, 
and cheated me when I played at ciibbage Ail 
tins was done because they behoved me to be very 
good-natured, and knew that I lad no harm in me 
“Upon my first entiance into this mansion, which 
18 to boms the abode of despair, I felt no sensation 
di&Gient from those I esporienced abrond I was 
now on one side the door, and those who were 
uneonfined ivere on the othei this was all the 
difference between us At first, indeed, I felt some 
uneasiness, m considBimg how I should be able to 
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provide tb*? week for tbe wants of tlie week ensuing; 
but after some time, if I found myself sure of eating 
one day, I never tionbled my bead bow I Tvas to be 
supplied another I seized every precarious meal 
with the utmost good-humour ; indulged no rants of 
spleen at my situation, never called down Heaven 
and all the stars to behold me dining upon a balf- 
penny-wnrth of radishes , my very companions were 
taught to believe that I liked salad bettei than 
mutton I contented myself with thinking, that all 
my life I should either eat white bread or brown, 
onnsidererl that nil that happened was best, laughed 
when I was not in pain, took the world as it went, 
and read Tacitus often for want of more books and 
company 

“ How long I might have continued m this torpid 
state of simplicity 1 cannot tell, had I not been 
roused by seeing an old acquaintance, whom I knew 
to be & prudent blockhead, picfcired to a place in the 
government I now found that I had puisued a 
wrong track, and that the true way of being able to 
relieve otheis was first to aim at independence 
myself my immediate care, therefore, w.as to leave 
my present habitation and make an entire reform- 
ation in my conduct and behaviour. I'or a free, 
open, undesigning deportment, I put ou that of 
closeness, prudence, and economy One of the most 
beioic actions I ever performed, and ior which I 
bliall praise mjself as long as I live, was the refusing 
half-a-crown to an old acquaintance, at tbe time 
when he wanted it, and I hod it to ep-ire for this 
alone I deserve to be decreed an ovation, 

“ I now therefore puisued acourse of uninterrupted 
fiug.ility, seldom wanted a dinner, and wai, con 
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^cqucnlly imilcd to twenty. I <;oon lieg'in to pet 
tli(? cliiMctci of 1 tJut 3n<l moucy, nnd 

invenHWly grew mto esteero 2seighl)f);:r& liavo 'iskeil 
my advice in tlie dlis|)osal oftlieu daughters, and I 
InvG always taken taie not to give any. I iin\G 
contracted a. frendslup with an nidcinian, only hy 
ob'-ei'yjng, that if we take a farthing from a thou‘«and 
pounds, it inll be a tliousand pounds no longer I 
have been imited lo a piv nhjokft's table, by pre 
tending to hate giavy } and am now actually upon 
fcieaty of marriage with t neb mdow, for only 
ha\niig observed ttiT I the hrend was jifaing If cter 
1 am asked a qncstioo, whether I know jfc or not, 
insbeadof answering, I only smile and look wise 
If a chanty i^ proposed, I go about with the iafc, bjfc 
pat nothing in myself If a wTeteh solicits my pity 
I ohstrro that the woild is Oiled \riih unpostois, and 
tal e a cei-tani method of not hemp deceived by never 
relieving In. short, I now find the truest way of 
finding esteem, even from the indigent, is to give 
away nothing, and thus have much m our power to 
giro." 


XYIIL 

Tbc PEMrenoTT or tub CniKT^B ih GAODPS’nfG 
Phi Gakdj ks of Tietde akd Vice 
Thi Engbsh have not yet bronght the art of garden- 
ing to the same perfection with the Chinese, but 
have lately begun to umtate ttem Ifature os now 
followed With greater assiduity than formerlj the 
trees are suSered to shoot out into the utmost 
luxuriance, the sfci earns, no longer forced fi-oai 
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thejr native beds are permitted to wind along^ the 
valleys , siiontaneous fiovrers talco the place ot the 
finished p.irton’O, and the enamelled meadow of the 
shaven gieen 

Tefc still the English are far behind us in this 
cliarmujg ai L Uieir designers have not yet attained 
the poivei of niiiting instruction with beauty. A 
Euiopean inll sc.iieoly conceive my meaning, when 
I say that theio is scarce a gaiden. in China which 
does not contain some fine moia], couched under the 
geneial design, 'wheie one is taught wisdom as he 
walks, and feels the force of some noble truth, or 
delicate piecept> lesultuig from the dispositions of 
the groves, streams, or giottos Permit me to illus- 
trate what I mean by a descuption of my gaidens at 
Qnainsi My heait still hovers round tlioso scenes 
of former happiness with pleasure, and I find a 
satisfaction in enjoying them at this distance, 
though but in imagination 

You descended fiom the house between two 
groves of trees, planted in such a manner, that they 
were impenetrable to the eye , while on each hand 
the wfiy was adorned with all that was bRaiitiful 
in poicelain, statuary, and painting This passage 
from the house opened into an. area suirounded with 
locks, flowers, trees and shrubs, but all so disposed 
as if eieli was the spontaneous pioduction of nature 
As you pioceeded foiward on this lawn, to your 
light and left hand weie two gates, appo‘-!tn each 
other, of very difpeient architecture and design, 
and befoiQ you lay a temple, built with rather 
minute elegauee than ostentation 

The right hand gate was planned with the utmost 
simplicity, or rathei rudeness; ivy clasped lound the 



GOLDSMITH'S ESSAYS 


10^ 


[X\ITI 


sequently invited tn twenty T soon be^on to get 
tlie ebciractGi. of a saving hunks that ])ud mooeyi and. 
insensibly grew into esteem Ifeighboms have asked 
my advice in. the disposal of then daughteis : and I 
have always taken caie not to give any. I have 
conti'acted a frendshm with an aldeiman, only by 
observing, that if we take a faithing Iron a thousand 
pounds, it nnii bo a tUoiis.md pounds no longei I 
have been invited to a pawnbrokei’a table, by pre- 
tending to hate gravy , and am now actually upon 
tieaty of maiTiage with j. iich widow, for only 
luvMig observed the « the broad was rising If ever 
I am asked a queslion, whether I Iniow it oi not, 
instead of answeimg, I only smile and look wise 
If & charity is proposed, I go about with the hat, but 
put nothing in myself If a wretch iohcits my pity 
I observe that the \i«ild is filled with impostors, and 
f ike »i coitain method of not bemg deceived by never 
relieving In short, I now find the truest way of 
finding estcenij even froni the indigent, is to give 
.wsiy nothing, and thus haie much in our power to 
give." 


xvni 

Tiil Perfection or mr CfiiansF. GAODEVihG 
Tee G.\RDnss of Viptoe am> Yict 
The English have not yet brought the art of gaiJen- 
mg to the 'vime peifectima with the ChmChC, but 
have lately begun to imitate them Kature is now 
followed with great-er assiduity than foimetly the 
treG'i are suffered to shoot out into the utmo'st 
iuxuiianco, ihe sticams, no longer foiced fioui 
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tteir native beds, aie peirmitted. to Tvind along the 
valleys , spontaneous flowers take the place of the 
finished partoriGj and tho enamollcd meadow of the 
shaven green. 

Yet still the English are far behind us in this 
charming ait their designers have not yet attained 
tho power of uniting instaaiction with beauty. A 
Euiopean will scarcely conceive my meaning, when 
I say that there is scarce a gaiden in China which 
Joes not contain some fine moral, couched under the 
general design, 'wbeie one is taught wisdom as he 
walks, and feels the force of some noble truth, or 
delicate piecopt, resulting from the dispositions of 
tho gio\c3, stioams, or grottos. Permit me to illus- 
tiate what I moan by a description of my giardens at 
Qnamsi My heart still hoveis round those scenes 
of former happiness with pleasure ^ and I find a 
satisfaction m enjoying them at this distance, 
though but in imagination 

You descended fiom the house between two 
groves of trees, planted in such a niannei, that they 
weic impenetrable to the eye, while on e.ach h.and 
the Way was adorned with all that was beautiful 
m poicelam, statuaty, and painting This pi'ssige 
from the house opened into an area sunounded with 
locks, flowers, tiees and shiubs, but all so di«;posed 
as if e;ieh mus the spontaneous piodnction of iiatuie 
As you piocecded foiward on this lawn, to your 
light and left hand wcie two gates, opposite eich 
other, of veiy diitcient aichitccfcuio and design, 
and befoiG you lay a temple, built with rathei 
minute clegauce than ostentation 

Tho riaht Innd g.ito was planned with tho utmost 
simplicity, or r.Tthei nidetie«< ivy chispod lound tho 
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piUa-Ls, tKa b'l.leful cypiess 3iung oroi ifc , tune 
geemed to La.ve desliojed all the smoolliacss and 
regularity of the stone, two chaiiipjoos, with 
lifted clubs, appealed in tlin act of guaidvng its 
accftbs ! diagons and serpents were seen in tlio most 
hideous attitudes, to detor tlie spectatoi from ap 
proaching , and tlie pei«ipectivo view that lay beliind 
seemed darlc and gloomy to the last clegiec, the 
stranger was tempted to enter only fiom the motto, 
— PeHVJA- 'V’iRTUl’I 

The opposite gate was foimed in a veiy difleient 
nuinnei , the arcliitecbuce was light) elegant, and 
inviting fioiieJb hung in -wreaths xound the pillars , 
all wab hnished in the most exact and masterly 
monnor , the very t>bone of which it was built still 
preseived its polish, nymphs, wrought by the 
hand ot n master, in the mo'^t all-uiing attiibutes, 
bechoned the stranger to appioach, while all that 
lay behind, as far as eyo could reach, seemed gay, 
luxuuaut, and capable of affording endless pleasuie 
The motto itself contubuted to invite himj for 
over the gate •\veie written those words — F aCieis 
desqdnsus 

By this time I fancy you begin to perceive that 
the gloomy gale was designed to repiesent the load 
to Yiitue, the opposite the more ugroeable passage 
to Vice It is but natural to suppose, that the 
spectator was ahvays tempted to enter by the gate 
■which oS.excd him so many allurements I always 
m the^e cases left him to his choice , but generally 
found that he took to the left, which promised most 
enbertaimnonb 

Immediately upon his entering the gate of Vice 
the trees and liowers wero dispobod in such amannei 
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as to lufl-ke ilie most pleasing- impression , but, as be 
walked faithei on, he msensibly found the gaiden 
assume the aii of a wilderness — the landscapes 
began to daiken — he appealed to go downwards — 
fiightftil rocks seoBOpd to bang ovei his head — 
gloomy caverns, unexpected precipices, awful loins, 
heaps of unburied bones, and teriifying sounds, 
caused by unseen wateis, began to take the place of 
what n.t fiist. appealed so lorely, it was in vain to 
attempt returning , the labyiinth was too much per- 
plexed for any but myself to find the way back 
lu shoit, when sufiicieutly impi essed with the horrois 
of what be sa>T, and the imprudence of his choice, I 
brought him by a liidden door a shorter -way back 
into the area from whence at fiist he bad sttayed 
The gloomy gate now presented itself before the 
stranger , and though thei e seemed little in its appear- 
ance to tempt hi*? cunosity, yet, encouraged by the 
motto, he gradually proceeded The darkness of the 
entrance, the fiightful figuies that seemed to ob- 
sfciuct Ills way, the tiees of a mournful green, con 
hpiiedatfiist to disgust him as he vent forward, 
however, all began i p open aod wcai a looie pleas- 
ing appeaiance , beaufcitul cascades, beds of flowers, 
tiees loaded with fiuit or blossoms, and unexpected 
biooks, impioved the scene, he now found Ihvt he 
was ascending, and as he proceeded all natme giew 
more beautiful the prospect widened as he -went 
higher, even the air itself seemed to become moie 
pme Thus, pleased and happy from unexpected 
beauties, I at last led him to an arbour, from -whence 
he could view the garden and the whole country 
around, and wheie he might own, th-tt Lhe road to 
Virtue teiminated in happine^ss 
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“ At length, hovjevoi, an nnliappy youth, 
aspiimg than tho lest^ nndeitook to climb tho 
mountam’s side and ejiamine the 'summits which 
were iiithei to deemed maccesaible The inhabitants 
fiom below gazied with wonder at lus mtiopidity, 
bome applauded his courage, others censuied his 
folly however, he pioceeded towards the place 
where the earth and heavens seemed to unite, and at 
length aruved at the -wished-for height with e\tieme 
labooi and aiiBiduity. 

‘‘ His first surprise was to find the skies not, as Im 
expected, wathin his reach, hut still ae ftii oS as 
before Hia amazement mcieased wlien he saw "k 
wide ei.teiided region lying on the opposite side of 
the mountain j but It lose to astonishment ivhen he 
beheld a country, at a distance, more beautiful and 
alluiing than even, that he had just left behind 
“ As ha coiitiQued to gaze with worider, a Genius 
with a look of infinite modesty, approaching, offered 
to be Ins guide andinstnictoi ‘The distant country 
which you so much admue,* says the angelic being, 
‘is called the lakh op cebtainty mthnt cbaimuig 
retieat SHntimetit contribixtas to lefine OTtcry bensnal 
banquet, the inhabitants are blessed with eveij 
solid enjoyment, and still more blessed in a peifect 
consciousness of their own felicity ignoiauce m 
that countiy IS wholly unknown, all there is satis- 
faction Without alloy, for every pleasuie first undei- 
goes the eiammation of reason. As for me, I am 
called the Genius of Demcmstration, and am &t itioned 
here in order to conduct every adTcnttixer to that land 
of happiness, through those intcivemng regions you 
bca overhung with fogs and darkness, and horrid 
with foiebts, Cataracts, caverns, and vaiioua otbei 
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•iiiapes o£ danger. But foDow me, and in time I 
may lead you to that di^nt desirable land of 
tianquilUty. 

“The intrepid traveUer immediately put himself 
under the direction of the Genius, and both join ney- 
ing on together with a slow but agreeable pace, 
deceived the tediousness of tdie way by conversation 
The beginning of the journey seemed to promise true 
satisfaction, but, as they proceeded foiward, the 
skies became more gloomy and the way more 
intricate, they often inadvertently approached the 
brow of some frightful precipice, or the brink of a 
torrent, and were obliged to measure back their 
former way • the gloom incieasiog as they pioceeded, 
their pace became more slow , they paused at every 
‘'kep, frequently stumbled, and their clistiuet and 
timidity ineraased The Genius of Demonstration 
now theiefore advised his pupil to grope upon hands 
and feet, as a method, though more slow, yet less 
liable to error 

“ In this manner they attempted to pur'jue their 
journey for some time, when they weie oveifaken by 
another Geniu's, who with a piecipitate pace seemed 
travelling the same way He was instantly known 
by the other to be the Genius of Probability He 
wota two wide-extended wings at his back, which 
incessantly waved, without increasing the rapidity of 
his motion , his countenance betiayed a confidence 
rhat the ignorant might mistake foi sincerity, and 
he had but one eye, which was fi\ed m the middle of 
his forehead 

“ ' Servint of lTormj?da.' cned he, aj'pioaclnrg the 
moitnl pilgrim, 'if thou aifc ti-arelliug to the r.AXD 
CCRT.viMv, how js it possible to at nve thci o under 
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tho guidance of a Genius who piocccfK foruaid f.o 
slov^3y, and is 60 little ncfjUdMUcd with tlir iiayl 
Follow me, we shall soon pcifoim the journey to 
wlioio every plo-isure wilts out niiivil ’ 

“ TJio peiotnpfcory tono iii tv Inch, this Genius .spoke, 
and the speed with which he moved foiwaid, 
induced tlio tiavollei to clinng’O lus conductoi, .and 
leaving Ins modest compinion behind, ho proceeded 
foiwaid with his moio confident dircctoi, seeming 
nob a little pleased at tlio increased velocity of l]i> 
motion 

*'But soon bo found roison to lepent '^VJlenevcl 
a toironb mossed bhoir way, lus gimle taught him to 
degpibo the obstacle by plunging )um inj whonovoi 
1 precipice proseoted, be wus dnected to iling him- 
self forward Thus each moment minculously 
escaping, luf, ropc-nted escapes only served to inorcosc 
his guide’s temerity He led Lini, therefore, foi 
Ward, aniidsb infinite diQiculties, till they arrived at 
the bordeis of an ocean, which appeired unnavigablo 
fiom the black mietR tliat lav upon its suiface Ii& 
unquiet waves Weie of tho darkest hue, and gave a 
hvely lepieseutation of tho vai ion's agitation of the 
human mind 

“Tho Gemus of Piobabiliby now confessed his 
lemonty , owned hih being an improper guide to the 
LAND OF CURT viNTY, a country where no mortal had 
evei been peinuttedfco airive , but, at the same time, 
ofteied to supply the traveller with another con- 
ductor, who ■'honld cany him to the land of con- 
riDr/Ncn, a region where the inhabitants lived with 
the utmost tr-iu/juiility, and t-ivled .ilmost aa mucJi 
satisfaction as if m the lvnb or certaintt JTot 
waiting for a icply, he stamped three times op the 



ns GOLBSMITHS ESSAYS 

effected what other means conld not peiform 
now he licaid himself welcomed on every side to the 
promised hnd, and an universal shout of joy 'was 
sent forth at bis safe amval The weaned tiavellerj 
desirous of seeing the long wished-foi couuliy, at 
length pulled the hllefc from Ins eyes, and ventured 
to look luund bun Bnt he had unloosed thp hmd 
too soon , he was not yet above half way over Xjio 
H emon, who was still hovctiiig in the air, and had 
pioduced those sounds only m oidei todcceiie, nas 
now freed ftoin his commission , ■whciefoie, thiowuig 
the ustoiUbhed traiellei from his back, the unbappj 
jouth fell headlong into the subjacent ocba.n or 
DotBTs, from whence he never aftei was aeeu to 
use ” 


X\ 

EtcELLEhoE OP Bnmsir JusTtcr 
When Pai memo, the Giecun, had done something 
which excited a nmversal shout from the surround- 
ing multitude, he was inskantly struck with the 
doubt, that what had their approbation must 
ceitainly be wrong, and turning to a pbiiosophei 
who stood near him, “Pray, sii," sajb he, “pardon 
me , I tear I have been guilty of some absurdity ” 
You know that I am, not less than him, a de- 
Bpiser ot the multitude, you know that I equally 
detest flattery to the great , jot maii\ circum- 
stances have concurred to give a lustia to the latter 
part of thfe j)ie'»eut English monaich'a leign, that I 
cannot avoid acknowledging the crowd, tor once, 
just in their unduimoos approbation 
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Yet tlimk not tkat 'battles g'lined, dominion 
extended, or enemies brernght to submission, are 
the Virtues which at present claim my admiration 
Were the reigning monarch only famous for his 
victoiies, I should regard Ins character ^^Jth indif- 
ferenoG the hoast of heioism m thrs enlightened 
age IS justly legarded as a qualification of a very 
subordinato rank, and mankmd^ow begin to look 
with becoming horror on these foes to man Tho 
virtue in this aged monarcli which I have .it 
piosent in view is one of a much more exalted 
nature, is one of the most dilBcult attainment, is 
the least praised of all kingly virtues, and yet 
de-icrves the greatest praise , the virtue I mean is 
JusTicTS— a strict administration of justice, mthout 
seventy and without favour 

Of all virtues this is the roost chfBculfc to bo 
practised by a king who has a power zo pardon 
All men. even tyrants themselves lean to mercy 
when unbiassed by passions or interest, the heart 
naturally per'^nados to forgiveness, and pursuing 
the dictates of ibis pleasing deceiver, "U'w are Jed to 
prefer our private satisfaction to public utility 
What a thorough love for the public, what a strong 
command over the paa'uous, what a finely-con- 
ducted judguicnb, must he possess, who opposes 
the dictates of reason to .those nf hia heart, and 
prefers the future inteiest of his people to his own 
immediate satisfaction 1 

If still to a man's own nutural bias for tenderness 
we add the numeious smlimtations made by a 
ciiminal’s friends for mercy, if we survey a king 
not only opposing his own feelings, hut reluctantly 
refusing those he legards, and this to satisfy the 
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public, rtbo'^e criP? ie I^^y ncvci liea-r, wLoss 
gratitude ho iQ‘iy itevei receive, fctis sinelj is true 
grccitnefaS ' Let us fancy onr‘»“lves foi a moment m 
this pst old man's place ' suiroumlt'd by number'; 
all wbcjfiiDg the same f wear — j. favoui thatnatuie 
dispohes us to giani, aihcae the indiicementb to pity 
arc laid before Ufe lo tUe stioogeat light, supph lots 
at our feet, some leady to reipcnb u. refusal, none 
opposing a compliance, let us, I say. suppose 
ourselves m such a situation, and 1 fam y ■we fckouli 
hud oiuselve'* moie apt to act tb^ character of gooii 
nar urod iqqu thm of upi iglit n).igiat«rate« 

Wbil cootubutet to ruse justice abovt* all utbw 
fcmply TirtuP'!, IS, that it is belJom attended \'vitli ^ 
due share of applauve, and tho«e w]io pmctise Jt 
mu'st be influoDced by greater motive® than empt;? 
fame the people are geuerolly uell pleased rvitb 
roiaissiou of puai^hinent, and all that •weaas ill® 
appearmeo of humimtj , it is the wise alone who 
aio capable of d)<!ceining that impaitml jitetice 
the truest tneicy they Inow it •to be very difBcult 
it once to compa^sjonafe, and yet condemn, 
object tb il plead® for tenderness 

I liavo bpi.n led into this rommouplacs tiam 
thought by a hto <rt;iikuig insUnco in this coimtij 
ol the imjrtitiility o£ j-uahee, and of the hing s 
iiiflcriblo re flliition of inllictuig punisliuienb avhero 
it ■\r.is ju«th due A m,in of tlio liist qn'ilicj, m 
a fit eitlici of piissioQ, mela'nciioly, oi mad!i<^ss. 
murdered Jus rervaiit it ms ciyeetod thnt In'’ 
sintioii jn Ufo -uonld have lessened tbo igtioifuny 
of luK piioi^Iinii nt , liowovci, he was anngueJ, 
condpmnoil and unJunent the same degmduig 
dentil with the mennest malpfuctor It 
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consideipd that viituo nlono is true nobility . and 
that lie, who''C actions sink him e^en beneath the 
vulgar, has no right to thoso distinctions ivhicli 
bhonlcl bo tlio roivards only of merit it was perhaps 
considered that crimes were moie lioinous among 
tlio bighor classes of people, as necessity exposes 
them, to £c\scr tcniptationa 

Over all the East, even China not excepted, a 
person of the same q^nahtiy, gmlfcy of such a crime, 
might by giving up ii share of Ins fortune to the 
judge, buy off his sentence Tlicrc are seveial coun- 
tiiei, oven in Europe, whcietbe servant is entirely 
the property of his niastei if a. slavo kills bis lord, 
he dies by the most excruciating tortuies, but if the 
circumstances are reversed, a small fine buy? off the 
punishment of the offender Happy the countiy 
where all are equal and where those who sit as 
judges have too much integrity to receive a bribe, 
and too much honour to pity, from a simihtude of 
the prisoner’s title or circumstances with their own 1 
Such IS England : yet think not that it was always 
equally famed for this strict impartiahty There 
was a time, even heie, when title softener! the 
rigours of the law, when dignified wi etches were 
sufferpd to hve. and contmue for years an equal 
disgrace to justice and nobihty 

To this day, m a neighbonrmg country, the great 
are often most scandalously pai doiied for tho most 
scandalous olSences A person is still alive among 
them who has more than once dosoi ved the most 
ignominious seventy of justice Eis being ot the 
blood roj al, lioi^evci, was thought a sufficient 
atonement for his being a disgrace to humanity 
This remarkable person ige look pie tsme in shooting 
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at the pasbengers from the top of pallico , and 
m this most princely amusement he usually spent 
some tune every day. He was at length arraigned 
by the friends of a person whom in this manner he 
had killed, was found guilty of the charge, and 
condpinned to dm. His merciful monaich p.aidoned 
him, in consideration of hia rank and quality The 
unrepeating crmnnal soon aftei lenowed his usual 
entertainment, and in the same mannei killed 
another man He was a second time condemned , 
and, strange to think, a second time received hu> 
majesty’s pardon 1 Would you believe it 1 A third 
time the very same man was guilty of the veiy 
«!ame offence a thud tiine> therefore, the laws of 
his country found him guilty — 1 wish, for the 
honour of humanity, X could suppress the rest — a 
third tame he was paidoned I "Will you, not tlimk 
tuoh a story too estraordmaiy for belief S "W*!]! you 
not think me describing the savage inhabitants of 
Congo? Ala^ ] the story is but too true, and the 
country where it was transacted regards itbelf as the 
politest in Europe ! — Adieu 


XXL 

Enodish Libbety 

Ask an Enghslman what nation m the world enjoys 
most freedom, and he inmipdmtely an=iweib, his 
own Ask Lini m wlmt that freedom principally 
consists, and ho 15 instantly silent Tina happy pro- 
eminence does not aii“e fiom the people’s enjoying a 
larger share la legislation than elscwUece, foi in thi« 



X^I] ENGLISH LIBEHTY 123 

particulai several states in Emopo excel them , noi 
does it arise fiom a greater eiemptioii from taxes, 
for few countries pay more , it does not proceed fTorri 
tlieir being restt.xined by fewer laws, for no people 
are burdened with so many , nor does it paifcicnlarly 
consist m the security of their piopei-ty, for propeity 
is pietty well secured in every polite state in 
Em ope 

How, then, are tbc Enghsb more free — for more 
free they certainly aie^ — than the people of any other 
country, or under any other form of government 
■whatever 1 Their freedom consists m their enjoying 
all the advantages of democracy, with this superior 
preiogalrve borrowed from monarchy, that the 
seventy of their laws may he i olaxed wrthout 
endangering the constitution 

In a mooaichical state, m which the constitution 
is strongest, the laws may be relaxed without 
danger , for though the people tdiould be un- 
amtnous iu the breach of any one in particular, 
yet still there is an effective power superior to 
t-he people, capable of enforcing obedience, when- 
ei’er it may be proper to inculcate the law 
either towards the suppoit oi- ^velfare of the 
community 

But in all those governments wheie laws derive 
tbeir sanction from the people alone, transgressions 
cannot be overlooked without bringing the con 
sbituUou into danger. Tliey who transgress tlio law 
in such «• case are those who prescribe it, by -whub 
means it loses not only its inhuence, but its sanction 
In eveiy republic the laws must be strong, because 
the constitution is feeble , they must resemble an 
A<^i,vtie husband, who is justly jealous, becuuso 



124 C30LDSMITH?S ESSAYS [xxi 

be knows lumsglf impotent Tbu^, in Hollfind, 
SwitzGiland, and Genoa, now laws a.l*e not fre- 
quentlv enacted, but tlie old ones ore observed 
with uDjemitkng seventy In ^ueh republicfa, 
therefore, the people aie slaves to laws of their 
own mating, little ies^ ttaai iti -atiiuiied monarcbieis. 
where thej areslavosto the will of one subject to 
trailtics like themsplves. 

In England, from w •variety ot happ j aceidentfa, 
tlicir constitution is j-ast strong enough, or, if you 
will, monaiehical enough, to peimit a relaxation of 
the severity (jf laws, and yet •those lawo still to 
remam sufLciently strong to govern the people 
rhis IS the most perfect state of cml libeity ot 
•which wo can form any idea , here "we see a gieater 
Bumber of laws than m Any other country while 
the people at the frame twuo obey only such as are 
immediately cond^uciic m the intciesteof sooioty , 
several are unnoticed, many unlcnown , some kept 
to be revived and onfoiccd upon pioper occasioriR . 
others left to giovv obsolete, oven wiihoub tho 
necessity of abrogation 

TheiG IS scarcely an Englishman who does not 
almovt every day of his life offend with impunity 
agamst some espieob law, and for -ivliich, in a 
certain oonjuncttire irf circumstances, ho uould 
not tectnve p^umsbmont Gaming-housos, pi eaching 
at prohibited places, assembled ctowds, ooctuiual 
nrau'-emGiits, public shows, and n liundicd otbei 
•nstances, a\e foibid and frcq'uiinted These pro 
hibitions aie useful, though it be prudent in their 
magistrates, and happy for the people, ih it they aie 
not Qtifaiced, and none hub the vcii vi or n«'‘T‘f.citarj 
attempt to enfoicB tliem 
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The law in this case, like an indulgent parent, 
still keeps tlie rod, tliOTigh the child is seldom 
correcled Weie those paidoi^d oUences to rise 
into GJioimity, were they likely to obstruct the 
liappiness of suoiety, or endanger the state, it is 
then that justice would resume her tenors, and 
punish those faults she had so often overlooked 
with indulgence It is to tins ductility of the laws 
that an Engll^h.maIl owes the freedom he enjoys 
superior to others in a more popular government • 
every stop, therefoie, tho conatitixtinn takes toward 
a democratic foim every diminution of the legal 
authority, is, in fact, a diminution of the subject’s 
iieedom. but every attempt to render the govern- 
ment more popular not only impairs natural 
libeity, but even will at last dissolve the political 
constitution 

Every popular government seems cnlcnlated to 
last only tor a time it glows ngid witli r^-ge, new 
laws are multiplying, and tho old continuo in force , 
the feubjeots aio oppressed, bmdened with a mulfci 
plicity of legal injunctions, there are none from 
whom to expect redress, and nothing but a strong 
con> ulbion in the state can vindicate them into 
foimer libeity thus the people of Rome, a few 
gieat ones excepted, found more real freedom under 
their empeiora, though tyiants, than they had 
experienced in the old age o£ tho commonwealth, 
in ivhich their laws weie become numerous and 
painful, in which new laws were eveiy day en- 
acting, and tJie old ones executed mth ngoui 
They even lefnse io be lemstated in their foinier 
preiogatives, upon an offer made tJiem to this 
pm pose, foi they actually found emperors the 
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only of softening tlie ligou^^ of tlieir 

constitution 

The coQ'^itution of Englaud i'? at present. 
pos-^oetiGd of the strengtli of its native oak and 
the fleailnhty of the bending tamansk ; but should 
the people at any timej avitli a mistaken .seal, pint 
.iftei an iimgniarv fioedora, and fancy that abridg- 
ing monaichj iias jncieating tUeso privileges, they 
WQuVl be \ery muck mu.takea, since e\eiy je-wel 
plucked fioni the ciown of majesty would onlj he 
riindo use of as a bribe to coiiuptiott; it might 
Gnricli tlju fei' Mho sliiied ifc among them, but 
Mould lu fact luipoverish the public. 

As the Homan «enatois, by slow and imperceptiblo 
dogrcC', booame masleis of the people, yet still llat- 
teud 1110111 Mitft a show of freedom, Mliiro tiieiu- 
'(.hcionlv Mfie fice 'uj it is povsihlo foi a bodj 
of jiMi, w'lule tliey 6 -t iml up for pinilegcs, to giov 
into in cMibi'nnco of po^cr theiu'-ehc'' , and tho 
public become aetu ill) dependent, wlnlo '•ome of its 
uiiliMiltiils Old) go\crn 

If then, in\ frieml, tlicio elionW m tins coimti) 
c‘\cr be on the tlirono n King wl.o, tlnoiigb good- 
ii.itiMC or ige, hhouWenenp the ‘'indlevt put of 
Ins pr« rog Un e to the pcnjile . if there •ilionld roinc 
rv niuiistrr of >n» rit 'ui'l j'«i|jnla»i(\ — but I h u e rootu 
f'vr in> umn.' — Ado ii 
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The Philosopher is Visited by a Bookseller 

As I w.n,& yfisterday seated at bieakfast over a pensive 
dish of tea, my meditations were interrupted by my 
old friend and companion, who introduced a strangei 
dressed pretty mucli libe bimself The gontlcman 
made several apologies for his visit, begged of me to 
impute hiB intrusion to the sincerity of his respect 
and the warmth of his cariosity 

As I am very suspicious of my company when I 
find them very civil without any apparent reason, 
I answered the stranger's carouses at first with 
leserve , which my friend perceiving, instantly lot 
me into my visitant’s trade and character, asking 
Mr Pudge, whether lie had lately published any- 
thing new ■? I now conjectured that my guest was 
no other than a bookseller, and his answei oonfirmed 
my suspicions 

Excuse me, sir,” •’ays he, " it is nob the senson , 
books have tbeir time as well as cucumbers I would 
no more bring out a new woifc in summer, than I 
■would sell poik in. the dog days. Nothing m my 
w<ay goes off in summer, except very light goods 
indeed. A review, a magaBiue, or a sessions paper, 
may amuse a summer reader , but all our stock of 

value ve leservefora spring and vmtertnde” 

“I must confers sir, ” said I, “a curiosity to know 
■\Tbat you call a valuable stock, which can only faeai 
a aamter perusal” — ‘*Su,” lephed the booksoller, 
"it is not my '\%ay to cry up my own goods , but 

K 
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business’' — “To wliat pnrposo was the book then 
published ^ “ ciiod I — “Sir, the book was published 
111 Order to be sold , and no book sold better, ascept 
the ciiticisms upon it, which enme out soon, after 
of all kinds of writing, that goes o 2 best at piesont , 
and I generally fasten a ciiticism upon every selling 
book that IS published 

“I once bad an author who never left the least 
opening for the ciitics close was the woid, always 
very right and very dull, ever on the safe side of 
an aigumentj yet, with all bis qualifications, incap- 
able of coming into favoui I soon peiceivcd that 
bjs beat was foi ciiticisin , and, as be was good 
for notning else, supplied him with pens and paper, 
and planted him, at the beginning of every month* 
as a censor on the woiks of otlieis In short I 
found him a treasuie , no meut could escape him 
bub what IS most lemarkablo of all, he over wrote 
best and bitteie&b when drunk ” — “ But aie there not 
gome works,’' interrupted I, “that, from the very 
mannei of their composition, aius.t bo exempt from 
cntici'-m , particularly such as profess to disregaid its 
laws 1 ” — “ There is no work whatsoever but he can 
criticise," leplied the bookseller, “even though you 
wrote m Chinese, he would have a pluck at you 
Suppose you should take ifc into youi head to publish 
a book, let it be a volume of Chinese letters, for 
instance . iviLte how you will, he shall show the world 
you could have written better Should you, vith 
the most local exactness, stick to the manners and 
customs of the c^untiy from. hence you come . 
should you confine yoinself to the naiiow limits of 
Eastern knowledge^ and be perfectly simple and 
perfectly uatural, he has then the strongest raaBon 
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to exclaim. He may. with a sneer, send you back 
to Oluna for leaders He may obseive that, after 
the first or second letter, the iteration of the same 
simplicity is insupporbably tedious ; but the worst 
of all IS, the public, in. such a case, will anticipate 
his censures, and leave you, with all your unin- 
structive simplicity, to be mauled at discretion ” 
“Yes,” cried I, “but in older to avoid Ins indig- 
nation, and, what I should fear moie, that of the 
public, I would, in such a case, write with all the 
knowledge I was mastei of As I am not possessed 
of much learning, at least I would not suppress 
what little I had} noi would I appear more stupid 
than natuie has made me.” — “Here, then,” cries the 
bookseller, “ we should have you entirely in our 
power uaijiitural, un^Ea^fcern, quite out of oba- 
ractei, ononeously sensible, would bo the whole ciy 
Sir, we should then hunt you down like a rat.” — 
“ Head of my father' ” said I, “ suie there are but 
two ways , the door must either bo shut or it must 
bo open, I must either be natural or unnatural ” — 
“ Be what you will, we shali ciiliciso you.” letuined 
the booksollci , “ and prove you a dunce in spite of 
your teeth But, sir, it is time I should come to 
bu':inc‘=:s I have just now mthepiessn lustory of 
China, and if you will but put your name to it as 
the author, I shall pay the obhg.alion uith giati- 
tiule” — ‘•'What 'sii lophcd I, “put my name to 
a wnk which I have not wiitlcn? iHovei 1 while I 
1 otaiu a piopei icspect for the public and my self” 
The hluntiiG'S of my loply quite abated the ardour of 
the bookcpller’s con\oi-ation . and, after about half 
an hour’e di«i"-ieinble lO-'Orve, ho, uith '^omo cere 
iniuiy, took his iowennd withdrew — Adieu 
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XXJH 

Till. Piiisent: SinjATiou or thj? Snvi-iui States or 
EuUOI’E 

Tim di'staDi sounds of music, tliat oirtoli new sweet- 
ness as tliey vibrate tliiougli the long-drawn valley, 
.VI G not more pleasing to tbe eai than tidings of a 
fai distant fiiend 

1 havo just received two bundled of tliy letteis 
by tbe Russian caravan, descriptive of the mannera 
of Euiope You havo loft it to geogiapbors to 
detennms the site of fcbeu mountains and extent 
of tlieu lakes, seeming only employed in discovor* 
lug the genius, tlip government, and disposition of 
the people 

Tu those letters I poiccivo a journ.al of the opera- 
tions of your mind upon ubatevei occurs, rather 
than a detail of your travels from one buildmg to 
anothei of youi taking a draft of this luin, oi that 
obohik ; of paying bo many tomans for this com- 
modity, or laying up a piojjer store for the passage 
of some new wildeiness 

Erom your accounts of Russia, I learn that tins 
nation is again relaxing into pristine baibaiity; 
that its great emperoi wanted a lifo of an bundled 
jeara moie to bnng about his ^ast designs A 
cavage people may be resembled to tbcir own 
foiests, a few years are sufficient to clear away the 
obatiuctiom to agriculture, but it requires many oie 
the ground acqunes a pioper degree of fertility 
the Russians, attached to thoir ancient prejudices, 
again lenow their Ijaiiod to strangers, and jiidulg© 
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erei y foi mer bi iital o-teess So ti uo it is, that the 
revolatious of wisdom aie slow and (bfiioitlt , the 
levolutxQns of folly oi jLTobitimi precipitate and easy 
“^tVe aie not to be astoui'^Ucd,*’ “saj*? Confiicnis, 
“ tliafc the wise walk more slowly in thou load to 
virtue, tljan fools m tlieii passage to vice , since 
passion diags us along, while wisdom only points the 
way 

The German empire, that remnant of the majesty 
of ancient Eome, appears, fiom j'our accounts, on 
tho eve of di'^aoliition The rooroheis of its vast 
body want eveiy tie of government to unite them, 
and seom feebly held togethei only by then lespect 
Eot ancient institutions The very name of country 
and countrymen, which in othoi nations makes one 
of the strongest bonds of government, has been heie 
for some time Laid aside , each of its ini'abitants 
seeming moia proud of being called £iom the 
potty state which gives him birth than by the 
well-known tide of Qetman. 

This government may be regarded in the light of 
a severe master and a feeble opponent, Tiie states 
ubich are now ‘-ubject to the laws of the ompue, 
aie only watching a propei occasion to fling off the 
yoke . and those which are become too powerful to 
be compelled to obedience, now begin to think of 
dictating in then turn The sfcl-uggles in thib state 
aiG, therefore, not m ordei to preserve, but to de- 
stroy, die ancient constitution, if one side succeeds, 
the government must become despotic , if the other, 
several states wall subsist, without even nominal 
subordination but m mther case the Germanic 
constitutiou will be no more 

Svreden, on tbe conteary, though now seemingly 
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1 strenuons assertoi of its liberties, is probably 
only hastening on to despotism Then senators 
while they pretend to vandieafce the fieedom of the 
people, aie only establishing their osrn IndependenCfi- 
The deluded people ■will, however, at Inst pej reive 
the miteries of an arlstocifltical government , they 
will peiceive that the administration of a society 
of men !«! ever more painful than that of one only 
They will fly from this most oppres'-ive of all foiMP, 
wliere one single member is capable of controlling 
the whole, to take refuge iindei the thione, which 
Will ever be attentive to then complcunt*! No people 
long ondiite an aHstocratxcal government, when 
they can apply elsewhere for ledross Tlie Jowei 
order* 0 / people may bo eo9Javed ioi a timn by 
a number of tyrant^ but, upon the first oppor* 
lumty, they will ever talc© a lofuge in despotism 
or democracy 

As the Swedes are making concealed approaches 
to dpspotism, the Itench, on the otboi baud, .arc 
imperceptibly vindicating themselves into fieedom 
■When I considei that those jiviliamcnts (tho 
members of which are all created by the court, 
the pre&iJenfcs of which can act only by mnncdiate 
direction) ptfisnroe even to montion privileges and 
freedom, who, till of late, received instructions 
Inm tUc tbiono with implicit humility , when 
this IS consideied, I cannot help fancying that tlie 
genius of freedom has eatoied that Iringdom m 
disguise If the/ hav© but thiec weak nioiinichR 
nioio successively on tho throne, the luish will 
bo laid aside, and tho couutiy will once morn he 
free 

When I compiTo the figiuc which the Dutch 
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ma,ke m Europe wibk that they assume in Asia, 
I am struck ■with surprise In Asia, I find them 
the great lords of all the Indian seas } in Europe, 
the timid inhabitants of a paltry state. No longer 
the sons of freedom, but of avarice , no longer 
asseitors of their lights by courage, but by negotia- 
tions, fawning on those who insult them, and 
crouching under the rod of every neighbouring 
power. "Without a friend to save them in distress, 
and without virtue to save themselves, their govorn- 
raent is poor, and them private wealth will servo 
hut to invite some neighbourmg invader 
1 long with impatience for your letteis from 
England, Eemnark, Holland, and Italy 1 yet why 
wish for relations which only describe new calami- 
ties, wliieh show that ambition and avance aie 
equally toriible in every region ! — ^Adicu. 


XXIV. 

Lessons to a Youth ENTEaiNo the ‘Woklu 

The news of your freedom lifts the load of former 
ani^seby from my mind , I can now think of my son 
ivitliout regieb, applaud his resignation undei 
calamities, and his conduct m extricating himself 
from them 

You are now free, just lob loose from the bondage 
of a hard master tins is the crisis of youi fate , and 
as you now manage fortune, succeeding life uill be 
raaiked with happiness or misery. A few years’ 
peiseveiance m prudence, which at yom ago i <3 
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but anothei name foi virtue, ■will en&iiie comfort, 
plca^iue, tnnijuillity, esteoin , too eager an 011307- 
mcni of every good that noiv offers will reveveo 
the modal, and piesent you with, povoifcy, anxiety, 
icmorse, contempt 

Ab it had "been ohseaved. that none are bettor 
qualified to give othcars. advieo, than those who havo 
taken the least of it themselves , so m this respect X 
find myself peifectJy authoiiBcd to offei mine, even 
though I should waive my paternal authority upon 
this occasion 

The moat usual way among young men who have 
CO resolution of their own is, fanst to ask one fiioud's 
advice, and follow it for tom© iimo, then to ask 
advice of another, and turn to that , so of a third 
ftfcill unsteady, always changing Howevei. be 
assuied, that eveiy change of this natuio is foi tbo 
worse people may tell you of your being unfit for 
some peculiai occupations m life, but hoed them 
not , whatever employment yon foIlo^v with perse- 
verance and assiduity will be found fit for you, it 
will be your snppoit in youth, and comfort m age 
In learning tho useful jmt of eveiy profeBsion voiy 
inodoiate abilities will suflico, even if the mmd be 
a little balanced with stupidity, it may in this case 
be useful Giait abilities have always been IcbS 
serviceable to the possessois than modeiato ones 
Life has been compared to a lace , but the allusion 
still impioves by obseiving, that the most swift aie 
ever the least manageable 

To know one piofession only, is enough foi one 
man to know, and this (whatever the professois 
may tell you to the contaaiy) is soon learned 13 e 
contented, tlierefore, with one good erajiloyment , foi 
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if yon undertake two at a. time, people wifi give you 
Tiusiness in neithei 

A coojuiei and a. tailor once Iwipponed to conver'^e 
together “Alas*” eriRS the tailoi, “what an un- 
happy poor creature am I , if people should evei 
take it in thnir heads to lire without clothes I am 
undone , I have no othei trade to have recourse to ” 
— •“ Indeed, friend, I pity you sincerely/’ leplied the 
conjurer , “hnt, thank Heaven, things are not qnito 
so bad with me, forxf one tiich should fail, lhave 
a bundled ti-icks moie for them yet However, if 
at any timcjou are reduced to beggary, apply to 
me, and I will relieve yon ” A famine overspread 
tlio land , the tailor mode it shift to live, because his 
customers could not he without clothes , but the 
pool conjuror, with all hi*i hundred tncks, could find 
nono that liad money to throw away it was in vain 
that he I’tomised to cit oi to vomit pins , no 
single cieatuie would lelievo lutn, till he was at last 
obliged to beg from tho veiy tailor wliofee calling he 
had toitueily cles 2 U^d 

There aie no obstinctioas more fatal to foifcyne 
than pnde and resentment If you must resent 
injuries at all, at least suppress yuui mdjgnation 
until you become rich, and then show away the 
iGseutuicnt of a pooi man is hke the effoita of a 
hsuinless insect to sting , it may get him cro'ihed, 
but cannot defend him Who values that anger 
U’hich js consumed only m empty menaces 1 

Once upon a lime a goose fed its young by a pond 
■jide , and a. goose, in such eueamstances', is ahvaj'S 
estieniely pioud, ind excessively imncfcilious If any 
other annual, ivithout the least design to ofieiid, 
happened to pass that way, the goose was lui 
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mediately at him T^e pond, she was hers, 

and she would mamtain a nghb m it, and support 
her honour, while she had a bill to hiss, or a wing to 
flutter. In this mannra* she drove away ducks, pig^, 
and chickens , nay, even the insidious eat was fcsen 
to scamper A loungmg mastiff, however, happened 
to pass by, and thought it no harm if he should lap 
a little of the water, as he was thirsty The 
guardian goose flew at him like a fury, pecked at 
him with her heak, and flapped him with hei 
feathers The dog giew angi3, and had twenty 
times a good mmd to give her a sly snap, but 
suppressing lus indignatioat because his mafetei 'vas 
mgh, “ Plague take tbee.” cries he, ‘'for a fool > sure 
those who have neithei stiecgth nor weapons to 
flght, at least should be civil that fluttoring and 
hissing of ihioe may one day get tbino head snapped 
off, but it can neither injure thy enemies, noi ever 
protect thee ” So saying, he went forward to the 
pond, quenched his thirst in spite of the goose, and 
followed his master. 

Another obstruction to the fortune of youth is, 
that while they are willing to take offence from none, 
they are also equally desirous of gi-ving nobody 
offence Erom hence they endeavom to please all, 
comply ^vitU every request, attempt to suit them 
selves to every compmy, have no will of their own, 
but, like was, catch every contiguous impression 
By thus attempting to give univeisal satisfaction, 
they at last And themselves miserably disappointed 
to bring the generality of admirers on oui side, it i? 
sufHcient to attempt pleasing a very few 

A painter of cmineuce was once lesolved to finish 
a piece which should pleasetbe whole woilA When, 
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thoicfoie, he had drawn a picture, m which his 
utmost skill was exhausted, it was exposed in the 
public Tuarket-plaoe, •witli directions at the bottom 
for every spectator to mark with a brush, which lay 
by, evGiy limb and feature which seemed erroneous. 
The spectatore came, arid in geoeral applauded , but 
each, mlling to show his taleuk at cnticism, marked 
whatever he thought proper At evomng, when the 
painter came, bo was mortified to find the whole 
picture one universal blot — ^not a single stroke that 
was not stigmatized with marks of disapprobation 
not satisfied with this trial, tbo nest day he was 
re^iolved to try them m a different manner, and, 
exposing his picture ns hefoi*e, desired that every 
spectator would mark those bcauticc be approved 
or admired The people complied j and the artist 
returning, found bis picture replete with the maiks 
of beauty every stroke that had been yesterday 
condemned, now received the character of approba- 
tion. “l^’'el!,” otift*; the painter, “I now find that 
the best way tc pleace ono half of tie world, is not 
to Blind what the other half 'ays, since what are 
faults in tlic eye-^ of these, shall be by those legarded 
as beauties ” — ^Adico. 


XXV 

The Ghe^t Exchange Happiness iob Show 

The pijnces of Eurc^e have found out a manner of 
rewarding their subjects who have behaved v ell, by 
piesentmg tbem with about two yards of blue 
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i-ib'md, winch is nmii aliout tlio slionldi'i They 
who !uo Iioiiniired wilh this iii'iik of ilhtiitction 
arc cnllcfl jnd Lhe l.inp JiiinscOf js .ilnajs 

Uio licficl of UiQ onlei Tins is «. very fingal mofchod 
of iccniniiGtismg Uie most imporiiuit 'jojviccSj and 
it is reiy foit-utiato foi Knig^ lliat Ihoir f,u)>jecls 
aio F-itlsiu'd iMtli such Uillm^ lowsiviih Should a 
nol)lt»rnati happen lo ?osc his log in a hattk, tJiu 
king picsents him avilli Iwo yards oJ iihand, and 
ho IS p'liil for iho loss of Ids Iimh, Should an 
iinli.i^smlor bpoud all }ii<» paieiml fuHiino m 
Mipporbing tlio lionom ot Ins conntiy abioad, -the 
king pi events him with Cvro yard*) of uhtmej, mIuoIi 
16 to bo considoicd us nn oijiuvalont to his cstnto 
In short, while an European king has a ynid of 
blue Of gioon riband left, ho nood bo iindei do 
•vpinohcDsiocis of wanting statesmen, generals, and 

soTdieu 

I cannot auflicioiitly ndimre those kingdoms m 
which men wifcU largo patiirooniAl estates are will- 
ing thus to undoi'go ical hardships foi empty 
favouis A person, already possessed op a competent 
fortune, who nndcHakes to enter the career of 
ambition, fools many leal inconsroniences fiom his 
station, while it procuios Uina no real hnppmoss 
that he was not possessed of before He conJd eat, 
drink, and sleep, before ho became a courtiei', as 
well, peihaps bettor, than when invested with his 
authority He could command llatleieis m a private 
station, as well aA m hie public capacity, and 
indulge at home eveay fov^oiinta inclination, un- 
cen'iined and unseen by the people, 

Wliat real rjood, then, does .sn addition to i 
fortune already su&cient procure 1 Ifc^ot any 
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Conid the gicat man, by Iiavjng Ins fortune iH’ 
cieasaJ, increase aKo Ins aiipctites, then piecedenco 
might bo attended "with leal amusement 
Was lie, by having his one fchousind made two, 
thus enabled to enjoy two wives, or eat two dinneis, 
tlien indRod lie might be excused for iindeigoing 
some pain in order to extend tho sphere of his 
eii 303 uient 5 But, on tho contiaiy, ha finds his. 
de&ire foi pleasure often lessen, as he takes pains to 
be able to impiovo it, and his capacity of enjoyment 
diminishes as his fortune happens to increase. 

Instead, therefore, of legaidiug •dIic great with 
envy, i generally considei them with some share of 
compassion I look upon them a set of good- 
natured, inisguidod people, who aio indebted to us, 
and not to themselves, foi all the happiness they 
enjoy For our pleasure, and not tfieii own, they 
sweat undei a cumbrous heap of finery , for oui 
pleasme. the lacqueyed tram, the slo^7-paladlng 
pageant, with all gravity of giandem, moves in 
renoir ' a Single coat, oi a, single footm-in, ansTrois 
all the purposes of the most indolent refinement as 
well , and those who have twenty, may be said to 
keep one foi their own pleasure, and the othei 
nineteen merely for ours So tiue is tho observa- 
tion of Confucius, “ That we take greater pains to 
peisuade otheis that ue '■re happy, than in en- 
deavouring to think so ourselves ” 

But though tins desire of being seen, of being 
made the subject of discouise, and of supporting 
tlis digmt'es of an exalted stalioo, be troublesome 
enough to the vndutious, yet it is uoll foi society 
that theie aie men thus willing to cxclumge ease 
and s.ifetj foi dangei and a iibmd. lo^.© 
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nothing by their vanity, and it would bo ttnkind to 
endeavour to deprive a child of its lattle If a 
duke or a duchess are ivilling to carry a long train 
for our entertainment, so much the woise for them- 
selves, i£ they choose to exhibit in public, with a 
hundred lacqueys and mameliikes in then equipage, 
for our entertainment, still so much the worse for 
bbemselves , it is the speetafrors alone who give and 
lecGive the pleasure, they only are the sweating 
figures that swell the pageant 

A. mandaiin, who took much pride in appearing 
with a number of jewels on every paxt of his 
robe, Was one© accosted by an old sly bonze, who, 
following him through seveial streets, and bowing 
often to the ground, thanked him foi his jewels 
‘ What does the man meanl” cried the mondann 
“ Ebriend, I nevei gave thee any of my jewels,”— 
"No,” lephed the other; "but you have let me 
look at them, and that is all the use you can make 
of them yourself , so there is no diSeience between 
u«, except that you have tl»c trouble of watching 
them, and that is an employment I don't much 
de&ire ” — Adieu 


XXYl, 

FoXTUlfE IS PXOVBD TO BE NOT BurND 

The Europeans are themselves blind, who desciibe 
Fortune without bight No first-rate beauty ever 
bad finei eyes, or saw anoie clearly they who have 
no other tiado bub seeking tlieir foitune, need never 
hope to find her , coqnette-likc, she flies from hei* 
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pursuers, and at last fixes on the plodding meclianic, 
who stays at lioine, and mmds his business 

I am amazed how men call hei blind, when, by 
the company she keeps, she seems so very di^-cein- 
iDg Wherever you see a gaming-table, be very 
sure Fortiino ib not there , wherever you see a 
house with the doors open, be sure Fortune is not 
there, when you see a man whose pocket holes are 
laced with gold, be satisfied Foibuue is not theie 
whererei you see a beautiful woman good-natured 
and obliging, be convinced Fortune is never there 
In short, she is ever seen accompanying industry, 
and as often trundling a wheelbarrow as lolling in 
a coach and six 

If you would make Fortune your fiiend, or, to 
pei’sourise her uo longer, if you desire, my son, to be 
iich, and have money, bo more eager to nve than 
acquire when people say, Jloney is to be got heio, 
and money is to be got there, take no notice , mmd 
your own business, stay where you are, and secure 
all you can get without stiinog T7hen you hear 
that your neighbour has picked up a purse of gold 
m the street, never run out into the same stieefc, 
looking about you in o> del to pick up such, another, 
oi when you are infonucd that ho has made a foi 
tune m one biauch of busiacs'-, never change your 
own m Older to be bis iival Do not desire to be 
iich all at once , but patiently add farthing to 
fiitlung Peibaps you despibo the potty turn 1 
and yet they %vho want a farthing, and has*p 
no friend that will lend them it, think fnilhings 
very good things Whang, tho foolish miller, wlien 
ho wanted a farthing in lii«? distress, found that no 
fuencl would lend because they know ho wantGc) 
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Did yon ever ipatl theHfcory of Whang in our boohb 
o£ CliiuesQ learning? ho who, despising small suras, 
nod grasping at all, lost even ivhnl ho lind. 

Willing, the millei.wnR natuially avaiicious; no 
body loved money 1)01101 than lie, or inoio rcspecLoJ 
tlw-Q that had jfc When people would talk of a 
Lich man in conipiny. Whang would say, I know 
liJni voiy well 3 he and I Itivc been long aeqimtnted , 
lie and I aio mtiinfito , he stood for a cluld of mino , 
but if ever a poor man was mentioned, lie had not 
the least Icnowledgo of tho man ; ho might bo very 
well foi aught ho know , but ho was not fond of 
many acquaintances, and loved to choose liis own 
comp luy 

Wlinng, howQvei, with all ins cagemess foi riches, 
was 111 icality poor , h© had nothing but the profits 
of Ills mill to support him, but thoiigli Uic&e wpio 
small, they woie ccxlain, ivliile his mill stood and 
went, ho was suia of eating, and his frugality was 
such, that he evciy day laid somo money by, which 
he would at intervals count and contemplate with 
much Ratisfaction Yet still his acquisitions were 
not equal to bis desires, he only found himself 
above want, whereas Jjo desued to be possessed of 
atBuence 

One day, a <3 lie was indulging these wishes, ho was 
informed that a neigJiboni of lus had found a pan 
of money vtndoi groand, having dreamed of it thico 
mghts running betoro These tidings ivoie daggeis 
to the heart of poor "Whang “ Here om 1 ,” says he, 
“toiling and inoilmg fi“oni morning to night for a 
few paltry failhings, while neighbour Uiinka only 
goes quietly to bed, and dreams liimsolf into thou- 
sands befoie moining Oh thit I could dream like 
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him I with wh.ifc plensnre would I dig round the 
pan , how slily would I caiiy it home , not even my 
wife should see me, and then, oh, the pleasure 
of thrusting ono’s arm mto a heap of gold up to the 
elbow I ” 

Such reflections only served to make the miller 
unhappy , he discontinued his former assiduity , he 
was qmte disgusted with small gams, and his 
customei*^ began to forsake him jEvery day he 
repeated the wish, and every night hud himself 
down in order to dream . Foi-tnne, that was foi a 
long time nnkmd, at last, however, seonied to smile 
upon his distresses, and indulged him with the 
wished-for vision He dreamed that under a 
certain part of the foundation of his xaill theie was 
concealed a xnoustious pan of gold and diamonds, 
buried deep in the ground, and covered with a laige 
flat stone He rose up, thanked the stars that were 
at last pleased to take pity on his sufferings, and 
concealed his good luck from eveiy person, as is 
usual in money dreams m order to have the vision 
repeated the two succeeding nights, by which he 
should be certain of its veracity His wishes m 
this also were answeied , he still dreamed of the 
saxno pan of moDoy, i?i the very same place 

Now, therefore, it was past a doubt , so, golting 
up early the thud morning, bo repauv nZone, with j. 
ravitork iii his baud, to <he mill, and hegtan to uDiler- 
mine that pait of tho wall which the vision diiected. 
Tlie first omen of ‘•uccess that ho met was a biokon 
mug digging still cleepta, ho fcuins up n. hoii'so tile 
quiic new and ontnc At list, aftoi much digging, 
be came to the broad fiat stone, but then so laige, 
•fbat it was boyoud one man’s stiongih to romo\a it 
h 2 
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“ Ih re,” i-iii'd lio ui i.iptuu , t« Imir elf, “ iiesu 3t 1‘’ 1 
vimlti tliisvioTu* tlini i,» js room for il \ot\ 
of di!nnoii(K uidunlt f mml oVn go lioiiio to iti) 
uifo, -inil ifll iar tlu* 3\hnlc {tfiair, nii'l K'-*!’ 
ii'-sat Jiir* m tumiiig it up" Aviij lluTi'fmc lifi 
g'fies 'u:il n((j>i.uiit«v In*? wifo c^ciy circtun 

*>1 nice of llifii giwul futtiino l[ri njiiiiif'’’ n*» 
ni*(n«.i(iti miij cimW tie imiigiuod j, hlu* lotmti 

ins no( k, und eiiihj ic^sl iiim iiinn ac'OTij <»f Jo\ i'tit- 
tlio'^o u.nisporU, liOMPUT, (IJd not ik-l u tbolrelgc^ 
ncss to Jciio« the cxncl wtni ictuinuij;. tlioicfnro, 
speotlily^logctiier to the phic* where ^VI)'lng I’-'*’! 
been digging, ihtio (hey found — not indeed the 
o’cpocted III isvnu, Imt llio niill. fiio>r oiil) soppoit, 
imdciniiiicflaiid f.illeii — Adicn 


XXVJT. 

Tirn Piu.rrnrscr or GfiAOi to Biuti. 

I tnu- icm nil .it Tciki, wlicrc I hue lecoived tint 
money winch was rcmiitcsl hcic in older to release 
me from captmty Sly fair companion still in* 
proves in my esteem, the moie I knovr her imnd, 
bei bcnufcy becomes more pojgnaiit she appes-rs 
cliaiming, even among the daugliteis of Circaf-sia 
Yet, weie 1 to examine her beauty avitli the art of 
a statuary, I should find numbers hero that far 
surpass her , nature has not granted her all the 
boasted Circassian regulanfcy of feitme, and jet she 
greatly exceeds the fniiest of the country m the art 
of seizing the affections “'Whence, ’’ have I ofton 
said to^-myself, “this resistless magic that atteods 
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even moderate charm';? Though I regard the 
beauties of the country with admiration, every 
mtervievr weakens the impcessiou , but the form of 
Zelis grows upon my imagination — I never behold 
her without an increase of tenderness and respect 
Whence this injustice of the mind, in. prefen-ing 
imperiGcb beauty to that which nature seems to 
have finished with care ? Whence the infatuation 
that he, whom a comet could not amaze, should be 
astonished at a meteor ? ” When reason was thus 
tfltigued to find an answer, my imagination pursued 
the subject, and this was the result 

I fancied myself placed between two landscapes, 
this culled the Hegion of Beauty, and that the 
"Valley of the Graces the one adorned with all that 
luxuriant natuie could bestow, the frmts of vaiious 
climates adorned the tree» — the grove resounded 
with music — the gale breathed perfume — every 
ebarm that could arise from symmetry and exact 
distribution were here conspicuous — the whole 
offering a piospect of pleasure without end The 
Vallej of the Giaces, on the other hand, seemed by 
no means so inviting, the streams and the groves 
appeared ju&t as they usually do in frec^uented 
countries no magnificent parteiics, no concert in 
the grove, the nvulet was edged with weeds, and 
tile rook joined its voice to that of the nigiitingale 
All was simplicity and nature 
The most striking objects ever fiist alluie the 
traveller I entered the Region of Beauty with 
increased curiosity, and promised myself endless 
eatisfactiou in boing introduced to tho prc-*iding 
goddess I poiceiied sovei.il •^tmigeis, who entered 
with the same deoign , and vliat sinpnsed mo not a 
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litilc wns, to seo several others hastening to leave 

tkii& abode of seeming fehcaty. 

A.itei some fatigue, I had at last the lionour of 
being inkodnced to the goddess who represented 
Beauty in person She was seated on a throne, at 
the foot of •which stood several strangeis, lately 
introduced like mo, all i-egarding hei ionn ii* 
ecstasy 

“Ah, what eyes* what lips! how clear her com 
pleiaou I how perfect hei shape I ” At these 
exclamations Beauty, with, downcast eyes, would 
endeavour to counterfeit modesty, but soon again 
looking round as if to confirm every spectator in his 
favouiahle sentimcntb sometimes bhe would attempt 
to alline us hy smiles , and at intervals would 
biidle back, in oidor to inspire us with lospecfr ob 
well as touderncss 

This ceremony lasted for some time, and had so 
much employed our eyes that w© had foigot all this 
while that the goddess was silent We soon, how- 
ever, began to peicoive the defect “ What," said 
we, among each, othei, “ ate we to ha^re nothing hut 
languishing aus, soft looks, and molmations of the 
head i Will the goddess only design to satisfy oim 
eyes 1 ” Upon this, one of the company stepped up 
to present her -with some fi uits he iiad gathered by 
the way She iceeived the present most siveetly 
smiling, and -with one of the ■whitest hands in tbs 
world, but still not a word escaped hei lips 

I now found that my companionb giew wonry of 
their homage, they •uent off one by one, and 
ie%olving not to be left bebmd, I offered to go iii my 
turn, "when, 3ust at the dooi of the temple, I was- 
called back by a female •whose name was Tixde, and 



XWII ] PREFERENCK OF GRACE TO BEAUTY 140 
who seemed displeased at the behaviour of the 
company. “ Wheio are you hofalening ? ” said she to 
mo vxlh an angiy air, “the goddess of Beauty is 
here ” — “ I have been to visit hei, madam,” replied I, 
“and find her more beautiful ovon than leporfc had 
made her.” — “ And why then will you leave her ? ” 
added the female. — “ I have seen lior long enough,” 
returned I, “ I have got all her fcatui’es by heart 
Her eyes are still the same. Her nose is a very fine 
one, but rt is still just such a nose now as it was 
half uu }wi 2 r ago could sho thiow a little more 
mind into her faoo, perhaps I should be for wishing 
to have more of her company” — “‘What signifies,” 
replied my female, “ wliether she has a mind or not! 
has she any occasion foi a nund, so foiined as she is 
by nature ? If she had a common face, indeed, there 
might be some reason for thmking to improve it, 
but wheu features ato already perfect, every altera- 
tion would but impau* them A fine face is already 
at the point of perfection, and a fine lady should 
endeavour to keep rt 8o the impression it would 
receive from thought would but disturb its wliole 
economy ” 

To this speech I gave no reply, but made the be^jt 
of my way to tbe Valley of tlio Giaces. Here I 
found all those who before luul been my companions 
in the Region of Beauty, now upon the same 
errand 

As we entered tho valley, the prospect insensibly 
seemed to improve, we found eveiything so 
natural, so domestic, and pleasmg, that our minds, 
which before were congealed m admiration, now 
relaxed into gaiety and good-humour We had 
designed to pay oui respects to the piesxding 
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English Shops and Shopkkepfrs. 

The shops ot London are as well furnished as those 
of Pekin Those of London have a picture hung at 
their door, infoi’jnmg the passengers what they have 
to sell, as those at Pekin have a boaid to assure the 
buyer that they have no intonb to cheat him 

I was this morning to buy silk for a nightcap 
Immediately upon entenng tlie mercei’s shop, the 
master and his two men, with wigs plastered with 
powder, appeared to jisk iny commands They were 
certainly the civiUest people alive , if I bub looked, 
they flew to the place where I cast my eye , every 
motion of mme sent them runuuig lound the whole 
shop foi my satisfaction I informed thorn that I 
wanted what was good, and they sbov ed me not less 
than foiby pieces, and each was the heLter than the 
former, the prettiest pattein in nature, and the 
fittest m the world for mghtcajB "My veiy good 
fnend,” said I to the mercer, “ you must not pretend 
to instiuct me in silks , I know these m parbiculai 
to be no bettei* thou your mere flimsy bungees" — 
“That may he,*' cried the mcicei, who, I afbcrwaids 
found, had nevei contradicted a man m Ins life 
“ I cannot pretend to say but they may , but I can 
assuio you, my Lidy Trail has had a sack fiom tins 
piece this very morning’* — “But, fiiend,” said I, 
“though my lady has chosen a sack from it, I see 
110 necessity tliat I should wear it foi a nightcap ” 
— “That inaj be,” xetuincd ho agiin, “jet what 
heroines a pieity lady, will at any tmio look well un 
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a handsome gentleman This shoi't compliment iras 
thiown in so vciy seasonably my ugly face, 

that even though I dislitcd the f.ilk, I tlcsued him 
to cut mo oH the pattern of a lu'glifccap 

"While this business Tras. consigned to lus jouiney* 
mau, the master himself took doivu some pieces' of silk 
still finer than any I had yet scon, and S2>re'uling 
them before me, “There,” cnes he, “there’s a- 
beauty , my I^ord Snakeskm has bespoke the fellow 
to this foi the birthnight tins very morning, it 
would look cbaiiningly m waistcoats '* — “ But I 
don’t want a waistcoat,” replied X ‘‘Ifot want a 
waistcoat'” letumed the mercer, “then I would 
advise you to buy one, when waistcoats aic wanted, 
you may depend upon it they will oomo deal 
Always buy before you want, and yon are sure to 
be tilwajs well u®ed, as they say in Oheopside ” 
Theie was so much justice in his advice, that I 
could not refuse taking it; besides, tho silk, whicli 
was really a good one, increased tho temptation, so 
I gave orders for that too 
As I was waiting to have my biigains measmed 
and cut, which, I know not how, they evecuted but 
slowly, duirag the inteival the meicor enteitamed 
me with the modem manner of some of the nobility 
receiving company m their morning gowns “ Per- 
hapg, SIT,” adds he, “you have a mind to see what 
land of silk is universally worn ” "Without waiting 
for my reply, he spreads a piece befoia me. which 
might be leckoned beautiful oven m China “ If the 
nobility,” continues he, “were to know I sold this 
to any under a Right Honomable, I should certainly 
lose then custom . yon see, my lord, ifc is at once 
rich, tasty, and quite the thing.”—" I am no lord,” 
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mtenupted I — “I Lefj paidon,” cried he^ “but be 
pleased to lemember, vrliGii you intend buymg a 
morning goivn, that you had au often from me of 
soTnething worth money. Ooimcience, sii, conscience 
IS my way of dealings you may buy a morning 
gown now, oi you may stay till they become dearer 
and les*, fashionable ; but it js not luy business to 
advi‘!e ” In short, mobt reverend Fum, he per- 
suaded me to buy a morning gown also, and would 
piobably have persuaded me to have bought half 
the goods m his shop, if I had stayed long enough, 
or was furnished with sufficient money 
Upon returning home, I could not help reflecting, 
with some astonishment, how this very man, with such 
a confined education and capacity, was yet capable 
of turning me as he thought proper, and moulding 
me to his inclinations I knew he was only answer- 
ing his own purposes, even while he attempted to 
appear solicitous about mine yet, by a voluntary 
infatuation, a sort of passion, compounded of vanity 
and good nature, I walked into the sn.are with my 
eyes open, and put myself to future pain in order to 
give him immediate pleasure The wisdom of the 
Ignorant somewhat resembles tho instinct of animals , 
it IS diffused in but a veiy nai-iow sphere, but 
mtlun that circle it acts ivith vigour, unifoimity 
and auccees — Adien 
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The Evil op inorbasihg Penal Laws 
I have always regaided the spirit of moicy ivhich 
appears in the Ohine&e laws with admiration An 
ordei for the execution of a criminal is earned from 
court bj slow jouinejs of six miles a day, but a 
paidonissent down with the most lapid dispatch 
If five sons of the same father be guilty of the 
same offence, one of them is forgiven, in order to 
continue the family, and comfort bis aged pai'cnts 
m then decline 

SimiJai to this, there is a spiiit of meicy breathes 
through the laws of England, which some erron- 
eously endeavour to suppiess, the laws, howevet, 
seem unwilling to punish the offender or to 
furnish the oHicers of justice with every means of 
acting with seventy Those who arrest debtors are 
domed the use of aims , the nightly watch is per- 
mitted to repress the disorders of the drunken 
citizens only with clubs, justice, in such a ca'^e, 
seems to hide her teriois, and permits some of- 
fenders to escape rifcber than load any with a 
punishment dispiopoitioned to the ciimo 

Thus it IS the glory of an Englishman, that he 
!<; not only governed by laws, but that thc'O aio 
also tompoied by mercy ^ a country restiamed by 
severe laws, and those, too, executed with seventy 
(as in Japan), is undci the most terrible species of 
tyranny , a royal tyrant is goneially dreadful to tlio 
gieat, but auineious penal laws grind every innk of 
people, and cliielly those least able to losist oppies- 
Eion — the pool 
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of m^usfcico. YTho-n a law ojiftctod to luJiko tlioft 
punishaklo with death happen'? to bo equitably 
executed, it can at bofct only guard our posse's'sious j 
but iviion, by favoux* or Ignorance, jnstico pronounces 
a wrong \ordici, it tliea attacks oui lives, since, 
m aucU a case, tho whole community suffers with 
the mnneent victim if» therofoie, in order to seeme 
the effects of one man, I should make a law winch 
should take away tho life of anothei, in such a case, 
to attain a smaller good, I am guilty of a greater 
evil . to secure soaefcy m the possession of a bauble, 
I rendci a real and valuable possession precarious. 
And indeed the expeiieuce of every age may servo 
to vindicate the assoi tion No law could be aoro 
just than that called lesas najostatisy when Eome ivns 
governed by Empeiors it was but reasonable, that 
eveiy conspiracy against tho administiation should 
be detected and punished • yet what tciaible slaughters 
succeeded in consequence of its rnioctment , pro 
scnptions, stianghngs, pcisomtgs, in almost overy 
family of distinotion , yet all done in a legal way — 
every crimiaal had bis tnjJ, and lost Ins life by a 
majority of ■witnesses 

And sHcli will ever be the case, wlieie punish- 
ments aie numerous, and wheie a "weak, vicious, but 
above all, where a mcicenaiy magistrate is con- 
cerned m their ereeution such a man desnes to see 
penal laws inci eased, since he too frequently has it in 
his powei to turn them into uiBtraiuenta of extortion , 
in s-uch hands, tho more laws, the widei means, not 
of "latisfymg jusIjlo, but of satiating avarice 

A. meiceuary magistrate, who is rewaiclcd in 
proportion, not -fco lis mtegiity, but to the niimbor 
he convicts, must 6e a person of the most no- 
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blomisbcd clinmctorj or be Trail lean on tlie side of 
cruelty, and ■^vhen once the work of injustice is 
begun, it 1 '! impossible to tell how far it tmU proceed 
It IS said of the hyaaia, tliat, naturally, it is no way 
ravenous , but when once it has tasted human flesh, 
it becomes tlie most voracious animal of the forest 
and continues to persecute mankind ever after A 
coirupt magistrato may he consideied as a human 
hyajiia he begins, peihaps, by a private snap, he 
goes on to a morsel among fi lends, he proceeds to a 
meal in public, fiom a meal be advances to a surfeit, 
and at last sucks blood like a vampirG 

Not into such hands should the administration of 
justice be intrusted, but to those who know how to 
reward as well as to punish It w.ia a fine saying 
of Nangfu the etnpeioi, who, being told that his 
enemies had laised an insuriection m one of the 
distant piovinees, “Conic, then, my iriends,” said 
he, ‘‘follow me, and I piomise you that we shall 
quicldy destroy them ” He maiehed foiward, and 
the rebels ‘>ubmitted ujx)n his approach All now 
thought that he would take tho most Rigual lovenge, 
but weie surprised to see the captives tieated with 
mildness and humanity “How!” cues his firht 
minister, “is this the manner m which you fulfil 
your pronnsG? youi royal woid wns gtven that 
your enemies should he destroyed, and behold you 
have pardoned all. and even caies&ed some ! ” — “ I 
promitjcd,” replied the emperor with a generous 
an, “to danlroy my enemie'*, I have fulfilled my 
word, foi see they are enemies no longci , I have 
made friends of them ” 

This, could It, always f.ucf.eed, weie the tine 
method of destioying the enemies of the slate, woll 
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ifc wcio, if regards and mercy aloao could leguh'lo 
the commonwefilth but sine© punishments aio some- 
tiraes necessary, let them at loa^t be rendered 
tornble, by being executed but seldom, and let 
Justice lift hei suord ratbci to territy than revenge. 
— Adieu. 


Tul Ladils’ Tiuins RidicuijLP 

I HAVE as yet given you but a *.boifc and imperFecfc 
detciiption of tlip Indies of England Woman, my 
friend, is a subject not easily understood, even m 
China , what, therefore, can bo e'jpectod from my 
knowledge of the sex, m a countij where they aie 
universally allowed to be riddles, and I bat a 
stranger! 

To confess a truth, I was afraid to begin the 
description, lest the ses should undergo some new 
revolution before it was finished , .and my picture 
should thus become old before it could well be said 
to have ever been new To-day they are lifted 
upon stilts, tomorrow they lower their heels, and 
raise their heads tbeir clothes at one time are 
bloated out with whalebone , at present they have 
laid their hoops aside, and are become as slim as 
mermaids All, all is in a state of continual 
fluctuation, from the mandolin’s wife who rattles 
through the street m her chariot, to the humble 
sempstress who clatters over the pavement m iron 
uliod pattens 

What chipfiy distinguislies the sev at piesent is 
the tiam As a lady’s quality or fashion was once 
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rletcimmed Ueie by the circumfes cues of hei liooj>, 
both aie now mensuied by l£io length of hoi' tail 
AVomen of modeiat© foitunes taie contented with 
tails modeuitely long, but ladies of true taste and 
distinction set no bovmds to then ambition m this 
paiUcuhu I am told tho lady mayoress, on days of 
ceremony, canios one longei than a bell wethei of 
Bantam, whose tail, yon know, is fcmndled along in 
a wheelbfti’ion 

Sun of China, what conti adictions d o we find in this 
'itiango world I not only tbo people of diSeieut 
countnes think in opposition to each otbei, but the 
inhabitants of a «;iiiglo island are often found 
incQUSiatent with tliemselves Would you believe 
it 1 this very people, my I’lim, wLo aie so fond of 
seeing then women with long tails, at the same tame 
dock their Iioises to the very rump 1 

But you may easily guess, that 1 am no ways 
displeftped with a fashion which tends to increase a 
demand for the commodities of the East, and is so 
veiy beuefioiAl to the country in winch I was hoim 
Nothing eau be bettoi calculated to incieaso the 
price of silk than the present manner of dressing 
A lady’s train is not bought but at some expense, 
and after it has Tivepf. the public iv^lks foi .i very- 
few ft’Te’nmg'i is fit to be worn no longer mure silk 
must be bought in oidei to repau the bleach, and 
soaio ladies ot pemilinr economy are thus found to 
patch up then tails eight or ten times m a season 
This unnecessary consumption may introduce 
poverty here, but then we shall be the richer foi 
vfe la Cluna 

The 3 Ian in Black, who is a professed enemy to 
this maiiuoi of onaamonting the tail, aosurc^ me 
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theie aie numbei'less meonvcniences attending it, 
and that a lady diessed ui> to iUo fashion is as much 
a Clippie as .my in Nankin Bub his cluef in- 
dignation IS levelled at those who diGSB in this 
iiiaunGi, iMthont a proper fortune to suppoit it Ho 
asauies mo, that he has known some who wonhl 
have a tail though they wanted a petticoat, and 
otheis, who. without any other pietensionb, fancied 
tho} hecaino ladie? merely fiom tlio addition of three 
superfluous yards of ragged silk “I know a tlinftj 
good -womaii,” contniues he, ‘‘nho, thinking herself 
obliged to cany a train like her betteie, nes'ci walks 
from home without the une.asy appiebensionB of 
weaving it out too soon : cveiy oscmsion she makes 
gives bor new anxiety , and hor tram rs every hit as 
imporirunata, and wounds her pence as much, as the 
bladder we sometimes see tied to the tail of a 
cal ” 

Nay, he venbmes to affirm, that a train may often 
bring a lady into the most aibical circumstances 

foi should a rudo fellow," says be, offer to come 
up to inw&h a kiss, and the lady attempt to avoid it, 
in retiring she mti^t nccessaiily tread upon her tram, 
and thus fall f.uily upon her back 3 by winch 
means, oveiy one knows — her clothes may he 
spoiled ” 

The Ud\es hero make no Ecvuple to Kwgh at the 
srDallne&s of a Ohmese shpper, hut I fincy ovu 
rviTos in China would have a moie leal cause of 
laughter, could they but see the immoderatp leugtii 
of an European tiam Head of Oonfutius ! to view 
a human being mppling herself with a great 
unwieldy tail for our divereion Backward she 
cannot go, forward she must move but slowly , and 
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if ever site attempts to turn round, it must be in a 
circle not smaller tlnin that descnhed by the 
Avlieeling croeodile, when it ivould face an assailant 
And yet to thinh that all this eonfeis impoitance 
and majesty I to think that a lady acquues additional 
lespect from fifteen yards of tiailing taffety 1 1 cannot 
contain — ha • ha ! ha • this is ceifcamly a remnant of 
European barhariby the female Tartar, dressed in 
sheep skms, is m far moie convenient drapery 
Then own writers have sometimes inveighed against 
the absuidity of this fashion, but peibaps it has 
never been iidiculed so well as upon the Italian 
theatre, whole Pasquaiiellc, being engaged to attend 
on the Countess of Femambioco, having one of his 
hands employed in canying hei' muff, and the othex 
liGi Inpdog, he beais her tiam majestically along, 
by sticking it in the waistband of his bieeches — 
Adieu, 


xssr 

Misfortunes op Poets 

I PANCV the chiiacter of a poet is in eveiy countrv 
the same, fond of enjoying the pieseat, careless of 
the future , hi-, conveisation that of a mau of sense, 
Ills Tctions those of a fool , of fortitude able to stand 
unmoved at the biii sting of an eaithquabe, yet of 
sensibility to be affected by the bieakiiig of a tea- 
cup Such IS bis charictoi, which, considoicd m 
cvei y liirht 1 n the very opposite of that which leads 
to riches 

The pooU of the ‘West are ns icmaiknble for ilieir 
indigence as then genius, and yet, among the 
>j 2 
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nuEaerous liospitiJs designed to relieve the poor. I 
liavo heard ot but one erected for the beaeftt of de 
caycd antliors This was founded by Pope TJihan 
Till , and called The Repreat of the Incoeables . 
mumaUng, that it was equally impossiblo to reclaim 
the patients "who sned for reeoption from poverty 
or from, poetiy. To be anceie, were I to .scud you 
an account ot the lives of the Western poets, either 
ancient or modem, I fancy you ■would think me em- 
ployed in collecting mafceriaU for n hietoiy of huniuo 
■wretchedness 

Homer is the hrst poet and boggai of noto among 
the anoients he was blind, and sung his ballads 
about the streets , hut it is observed, that his mouth 
was moie ficquently filled avith verses than with 
bread Plautus, the comic poot, was bettoi oft — 
hr had two trades , ho was a poet for his diveision, 
and helped to tmn a mill in ordei to gam a liveli- 
hood Terence was a slave , and Boethius died iii >v 
gtol 

Among the Italians, Paulo Borghese, almost as 
good a poet as Tasso, knew fourteen d'llerent 
trades, and yet died because ho could get employ- 
ment in noun Tasjn hinisolf, who Jiad the most 
amiable chamctei of all poets, has often been obliged 
to boirow a qiowh fiom-soine fijond, in ordei to pay 
foi a month's aubsistenco he has loft us a piotty 
sonnet, addressed to his cat, m whioli ho begs the 
light of her eyes to wn^te by, being too pool to afford 
liimself a caudle But Benkvogho, poor Benti- 
vogHo I chiefly demands our pity His comedies 
will last with the Italum langufige he dissipated a 
tvohls in ■u.fo of cA.Uicy and IciLevc^oics , 

but, ff'll ug into iQisciy in hi* old age, was rcluseJ 
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to be admitted mlo au hospital winch lio himselF bad 
erected 

In Spam, ifc x*; <!aid, the gieafc Cervantes died of 
luingei , and it is cert,\m that fclio famous. Camoens 
ended In'? days in an hospital 

It we turn to Prance, we shall there had even 
strongei instances of the ingratitude of the public 
Yaugelas, one of the pohte&fc writois and one of the 
hoTiestest men of bis timo, was suinamed the Owl. 
fiom his being obliged to keep within all day, and 
veotiixe out only by mgbt, through fear of his 
cieditors. His last will is veiy remaikable. After 
having bequeathed all his worldly substance to the 
di'?clmiging his debts, ho goes on thus “But as 
there still may remain some creditors unpaid, even 
after all that 1 have shall be dtspobed of, m such a 
case it IS my last will, that my body should be sold 
to the surgeons to tho best advantage, and that the 
purchase should, go to tho discharging those debts 
which I ov'e to society , so that if I could not, while 
living, at least when dead I may be u'.eful ” 

Cassandre wa«! one of the gxeatest geniu'ses of his 
time, yet all his merit could not procure him j. 
bare subsistence Being by degiees driven into a 
hatred of all mankind, fiom the little pity he found 
among&t them, be even ventured at last ungratefully 
to impute his ca].iniities to Ikovidenco In his last 
agonies, when the pnest entreated him to rely on 
the justice of Heaven, and ask meicy from him that 
made him, — “It God,” leplies he, *‘Jias shown mo 
DO justice beic what leobon hive I to expecl any 
fiom Inin heieiftei But being .inswuied, that a 

suspension of jnstico was no argument that s]iuul(] 
induce us to doubt of its reality — **Lot me entreat 



103 GOLDSftllTn’S ESSAYS. 

you,” conOmiitid liis confe'csor, “ l)y all that is cle ir, 
to be reconciled to God, yotir fatlior, your ranker, 
andfiiond” — “ I^o,” replied tlie oxaspeiatod inctcLj 
“you know tbp minner in which he left me to live; 
and,” pointing to the straw on which ho wns 
stretched, “ you see the mnnuoi in which, he leaves 
me to die J ” 

3iut the sufferings of the post in other countries is 
nothing when compared to his distresties hei o the 
names of Spoosei and Otway, Butler and Di^ den, 
me oveiy day mentioned as a national leproach 
some of them lived in a state of preennous mdigencB 
and others hteially died of hunger 

At piesent ■Ae fow poets of England no longei 
depend on the great foi subsistence, they hare 
no other patioos but the pubbe, and the pubho, 
coUectirely considered, is a good and a generous 
master It is, indeed, too frequently mistaken as to 
the merits of oveiy candidate for favoui , but to make 
amends, ifc is never misHken long A peiformance 
indeed, may bo forced for a time mto leputation, 
but, destitute of real ineih, it soon sjnk=;, time, 
the touchstone of what is truly valuable, will soon 
discover the fraud, and an author shouid nevei 
anogato to himself any share of success, till h'^ 
works have been re,id at least ten years with 
satisfaction 

A man of letters at present, •i\hose woiks aic 
valuable, is perfectly seasible of their laluG 
Every polite member of the community, by bujicg 
what he writer, contiibutes to reu ai d him Hm 
ridicule, therefore, of hving m a gairet might haio 
been wit m the last age, but continues such no 
longer, because no longer tme A imtei of reil 
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nioiii now jiiiiy oA'iily bo iirb, if his lie.-irl- bo set 
only on fo\ tuno , nml for those ^\ ho have no nievsl;, it 
JR but 111 that such '•Iionlilieiiiuiii in inn lied oli'-curily 
ITo may now refnsQ nn invitation to iliimci, with- 
out fearing to incur liib patron’s djsj’Ieasiito, or to 
staivo by romninmg n-t liome Ifo may noiv 
ventiuG to appeal in company with just such clothos 
ns oUiei men gcnomlly wont, uiul talk ovcii to 
piincos with all tlio conscious siipciiouty of 
wicdoin 'I'lioiigli lio cannot boast of fortune Jioie, 
yet bo can biavely assert Jlio dignilj of inclcpcuil- 
CDCG — AdlOU 


xxxir 

Tiin jrANKra in wnn.ir somf PniLosoPiirns siakis 

AUTIKICWTi HIXSLUY 

Tiil TTiiiicl 19 ever ingenious id maluog itb own ebs* 
tress Tho uancleung beggar, who has none to 
piotect, or feed, or to shelter Inin, fancies, complete 
happmoss ni laboin and a full meal, tnko him from 
mgs and wnnt, feed, clothe, and emidoy luni, bis 
^^islies DOW use one step above his station , ho could 
be happy weie he possessed of laiiuent, food, and 
ease Suppose his wishes gracificd even m tliese, 
his piosjieets widen as he ascends he finds bimsolf 
in afTlnonro and fnanqinllity, indeed, but iiulolence 
soon breefK anxiety, and ho desires not only to be 
freed from pain, but to be possessed of ple.isuie- 
pleasure* is gi rated him, uuJ this but opens Ins 
soul to ambition , and ambition will be suie to taint 
his futuie happiness, either with jealousy, disap- 
pointment, or fatigue 
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15ut- of nil tho.utb of distress found out by mau 
for Im own toirnont, poili.x|;fe iliat of plulosoplnc 
misery is, most tialy iidicnlons, a passion nowlieio 
earned io so extravagant an excess as in tlie countiy 
where X now vesidc It is not enough to engage all 
tlio coinp'isvion of a pliilospJiei lieio, tint Ins own 
glohc IS \\aiassed with, wais, pestilence, oi hai- 
hatity , ho shall grieie foi the inhabitant^ of tlio 
inoou, if tliQ situation of hoi imnginiiry mountains 
happens to alter, and dread the extinction of tlic 
sun, if the spots happen to incionso One should 
iinngme. that philosophy wns introduced to maho 
men happy, hut heie it eerves to nmlco hnmhede 
miseiable 

Bly landlady, some days ago, biought me the diary 
of a pKiioeoptior of tbs desponding soit who had 
lodgud in the npaitment hefoie me It contains the 
histoiy of .1 life which seems to be one continued 
ti&svic of sorrow, approhoDwon, nnd distiess A. 
single week will serve as a specimen of the whole — 

“BIoxdat -Iu what atiiusient decaying situa- 
tion are ave placed, and what various leasons doofe 
philosophy furnibli to inako mankind unhappy 1 A. 
single giain of mustnid shall continue to produce 
its simihtxide through numberless successions , yet 
what lias been gianted to tbv little i-eed, has boon 
denied to our planetary syKtem the mustaid seed 
18 Still unalteied, hut the system is growing old, 
and laiiRt quickly fall to decay How terrihlo will 
it he. when the motions of the planetb have at last 
boeome so iiregnlar as to need repauing , when the 
moon shall fall into frightful paroxysms of .altei rtioo- , 
when the earth, deviating from ife ancient track, and 
with every other planet forgetting its circular rovolu- 
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tious, sli.all become eccentric, that uuconfmed by 
the la\vs of system, it shall fly ofl, into boundless space, 
to knock against some distant world, or fall m upon 
the sun, either extmguislung his light, or burned 
up by his flames in a moment • Perhaps, wliile I 
write, this dicadfnl change h<is begun Shield me 
fiom. universal rum* Yet idiot man laughs, sings, 
and rejoices, m the veiy face of the sun, and seems 
no way touched with hjs •ntuabioa 

“ Tufsday — Went to bed in gieat distiess, awaked 
and was comfoited by consideimg that tbi-s change 
was to hnppon at some mdefmitetime . and thciofoic, 
like death, the thoughts of it might easily he borne 
But there is a revolution a fixed doteimined revolu- 
tion, which must ceitainly come to pass, yet which, 
by good fortune, T shall never feel, except in my 
posterity I’lie obUijuiby of the equator with the 
ecliptic 15 now twenty muuitos less than whoa it 
was obsetved two thousand years ngo by Pitejg If 
this be the rase, in six thousand the obliquity will 
bo fetill less by a whole degiee This being sup 
posed, it la evident that our earth, as Louville has 
clearly proved, lias a motion, by which the climates 
must necessaiily ehango place, and in the £.pace of 
one million of yenis England shall actually travel to 
the Antarctic pole I shudder at the change ? How 
shall our unhappy giandchildien endure the hideous 
climate! A million of year? will soon be accom- 
jihsbod, they are but a mottiont when compaicd Co 
eternity , then shall our charming country, ns I may 
'•ay, in a nioraenl of lime, resemble the hideous 
vMideiness of isoi a ^ombla 

•• Wedm-sdav — Xo-Diglit, l,y niy calculation, the 
long picdielcd comet is to malio its Ci&t appeaiauce 
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Heavcas ! ■ivha'b touois are impending ovei oui little 
dim speck of eaifchl Dieadful visitation! Are 
to bo scordiod in, itt. fires, or only smothoied in tbe 
vaponr of its taill TIint is the question 1 Thought- 
less moitals, go build houses, plant oicliards, pui- 
chaso estates, for to-morrow you die But what if 
the comet should not come? That would be equally 
fatal Goinots aic servants which periodically re- 
turn to supply tbo sun with fuel If our sun. thoie- 
foi e, should be disappointed of the exjiected supply, 
and all his fuel be in the meintime burnt out, he 
must expire like an exhausted taper What a 
miserable situation must our earth be in without hiS 
enlivening ray?* * Have we not seen sevcial neigh- 
bouring suns disappoui ? Has not a fixed star, neai 
the tail of the BAm, lately beon quite extinguished 1 

'' rnuESDAT — The comet has not yet appealed , 
1 am eoiry foi it lirst, sorry bec.vuse my calculation 
)<? false , secondly, soiry lest the sun should want 
fuel , thirdly, soriy lest the mts should laugh at oui 
eiioneous predictions, and, fourthly, soriy bccauso, 
if it appears fo-nigbb, it must necessarily come 
within the sphere of the earth’s atti action, and 
Heaven help the unhappy country on uhich it 
happens to fall * 

“Friday — Our whole society have been out, all 
eager in &eaich of the comet We have seen not 
less than sixteen comets m dift'eient paits ol tlio 
heavens Howevei, we are unanimously resolved to 
fix upon one only to be the comet expected That 
neai Tirgo wants nothing but a tail to fit it out 
completely for teirc&tiial admiration 

“ Saturday — The moon is, I find, at her old 
pranks Hor appulses, librakons, and otbei megu- 
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kvities, indeeil amaze mo My dayghtci, too, ib 
ijliis morniBg gone off with a grenadier No way 
suipusmg ; I was never able to give her a leli^b for 
w’isdom. Sbe ever promi&ed to be a mere expletive 
iQ the creation Hot the moon, the moon gives mo 
real uneasiness , I fondly fancied I had fixed her 
I had thought hci constant, and constant only to me , 
but eveiy night discovers her infidelity, and proves 
me a desolate and abandoned lover ” — Adieu 


XXXlll 

Tub People must be CoHWiNTED to he JuDC4Bn by 

THOSE WHOM THEY HAVE Al‘P01NT£J> TO GOVERN 

■A. Story to this Effect. 

In every society some men are horn to tench, and 
othersto receive instruction, some to work, andotheis 
to en^oy m idleness the fnuts of then industry , 
some to gorcin, and others to obey. Evopy people, 
liow fiec soovei, must bo contented to give up part 
of their hbeity and jndginenb to those who govern, 
in oxolmngo foi. then Hopes o£ seemny, and the 
motives wluch hi st influenced their clioice m the 
election of then governors should evei lie WGigliod 
ag.iin'^t tho succeeding apparent mcoiifeisteucies of 
their conduct All cjnnot be inlcia, and men are 
generUly be^t governed by a few In making way 
t.hioiigh iiio jTiti iRoeies of biisinc'?':, the sinallost 
obstacles .up apt to letaid the execution of whnt is 
to be planned by a multiphcity of counsels, the 
judgment of one olone being always fittest foi wind- 
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mg tbiougli tbo lab^'iintlis of mluguo, ind the 
obstnictinns of disappoinlmonb A soiponl viiicli, 
as Ibe fable obseivcs, is fuinished uibli one lic.id 
and many tails, IS much moro aiiJablo of snbststenco 
and expedition than nnollici uluch is ftiim‘?lied 
\Mth but ono fc,nl and many heads 

Obvious as these Itnths aic, the people of tins 
countiy soora in'sensiblo of them foic’o IToL satislicil 
with the adrantagos of mtmnal peace and opulence, 
they still miiimui at ihcu govei noi <«, and mterfeio 
in the execution of then designs, as if they nanted 
to Ijo something more than happj But ns tlio 
Euiopeaiis instinct by nigumcnf, and the A'-iatics 
mostly by nairation, weio I to addicss tlicm, I 
should con\oy my sentiuicufcs la the following 
stoiy — 

"Takupi lind long been prime mimster of Tipai* 
taK, a fertile couiitiy that sti etches along the 
wostorn confines of China Duung Ins adminib- 
tiation whatever advantages eonld bo deiived fiom 
aits, Icaining and commcicc, were seen to bless the 
people . nor iveio the uecossaiy precautions of 
providing for the security of the state foigotten 
It often happens, however, that when men are 
possessed of all they uant, they begin to find toi- 
menb from imaginary afflictions, and lessen then 
pic'iect enjoyments, by foiobodmg that those en 
joyments aio to have an end The people nov, 
tlieiefore, endcavouiod to find out guevnnccs , and, 
aftei some &earch, actually began to think them- 
selves aggrieved A petition agaanst the enormities 
of Taliujn uas earned to the fchione in due form, 
and the Queen who governed the country, ^vllIIng 
to >5dtihfy hei subjects, appointed a daj in vbicli his 
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accuscis should be lieaid, and the minister should 
stand upon liis defence. 

“The day being arrived, and tho minister bi ought 
before the tiibunal, a carrier, who supplied the city 
with fish, appealed among the mnubor of his 
accusers He exclaimed, that it was the custom, 
timo immemoi'ial, for earners to bring their fish 
upon a lioise in a hamper} which, being placed on 
one side, and balanced by a stonr. on the other, 
was thus conveyed with ease and safety , but that 
the piisonei, moved either by a spiixt of innovation, 
or perhaps bribed by the hamper malceis, had obliged 
all earners to use the stone no longer, hut balance 
one harapor with another , an oidei entirely le- 
pugnant to tho customs of all antiquity, and those 
of the kingdom of Txpoitala m paitioiilar. 

“Tho carrier finished, and the whole court shook 
their heads at the innovating unnister , when a 
second witness appeared He was inspector of the 
city buildings, and accused the disgraced favouiite 
of having given orders for the demolition of an 
ancient rum, which obstructed the passage tbiou"h 
one of the principal streets He observed, that such 
buildings weie noble monuments of barbaious an- 
tiquity , contiibuted finely to show how little their 
ancestois undeistood of architectuie , and for that 
leason such monuments should bo held saued, and 

suffered guidually to decay 

“The last witness now appeared This was a 
widow, who had laudably attempted to buin hei- 
'^elf upon hei husband’s funeral pile But tho 
innovating mini^tei had prevented the execution of 
her design, and -uas insensible to hei teois, protesta- 
tions, and entieaties 
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“ Tlie Queen could have pardoned tho tu’o foimei 
o^Ience‘^ , hut last ^va‘? coDSjdcicd as so gioss au 
mjui}’' to lici sex, and so dircctlj’ coiiliaiy to all tlio 
customs of antiquity, that it caDod foi immediate 
justice ‘ What cued tho Queen, 'not suffer a 
woman to burn hersolf i^hou she tlnnks pioper? 
The sex aie to be piettily lutoied, no doubt, if they 
must bo restiaincd from cnloitaining tlioir female 
fiiends now and then with a fried wife, or loasted 
acquaintance ^ sentence tho crnaiual to he baniahcd 
my presence foi even, foi his injurious tieatment of 
the sex ’ 

" Takupi had been hithcito silent, and spolco only 
to show tho sincerity of Ins lesignation ‘Gient 
Quoeu,’ crjod he, ‘I acknowledge my crime, and 
since I am to be banished, I beg it may bo to some 
ruined toivu, or desolate villago, m the country I 
Lave governed I shall find some pleasuio in im- 
proving tho soil, and bringing back a spmb of 
industry among the inhabitants ’ His request 
appealing reasonable, it waf. immediately complied 
with , and a courtier liad oi ders to fix upon a place 
of banishment answering the ministei's description 
After some months’ SGoich, however, the mquny 
pioved fruitless, nmtbei a desolate village ^ 
ruined town was found m the whole kingdom 
‘Alas,’ said Takupi then to the Queou, ‘how can 
that countiy be ill-govemed which has neither a 
desolate village noi a imned town in it?’ The 
Queen peiceivod the justice of his expostulation, 
and the mmi-iter was received into more than foimer 
favour ’’ 
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Utiliiy and BNTraTAJXwpwTCAT migm Risul'^ 

1 ROM K loURNET TO THB EaST 

I JiA.V'i; frequently been s,inaKe<i at the ignorance 
of almoEit, all the Eoropean travellers -wlio have 
penetianed any consideraMe way eastward into Afia 
^-They have hcen rniltjenced either by motives of 
commeicb oi piety, and thm aoumots are sueh as 
might reaionahly he ospected fiom men of veiy 
narrow oi veiy prejudiced education— ^he dict-ates of 
Bupeistitlon. 01 the result of iguerj^e Xs ii not 
saipiLsmg, that m such % vanoby of adveutuieis not 
one angle philo<-opher should be foaodl fei, as to 
the travels of Gecnelli, the learned are bug agreed 
that the whole is hat an imposture 
There is scarc^y any countiy, bow mrie or ua- 
cuUivfttod soevei. wheio the inhebitAata are not 
posrossed of soma pepuliar secrets, oitho) in natuio 
or art, winch might be transplanted with suocpps 
I n Sihentm Tartary, for instance, tlia natives 
oiiraot a stiong bpint fiom uxdk, ivluch is a seexet 
probablj naknown to the chenuste of Earope In 
the most savage part rf India they aie possossad of 
the feeaet of dyeing vegebihlo substanoBS scailet. 
und of le&Ring bail into a metal which, for haidne'ss 
and colour, is Irfctlc inlcrior to silver not one of 
wIiKlv scciets but would, m Europe, make a man's 
fottnne The power of the AMaties in pioduomg 
STiuds, or biinpug dcFwn lanu the Eiivopeout. uxe ipt 
to tiGit as fabulous, hecaime they have no in‘Kiuces 
ot the liko nature itnong themselves, hut they 
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would h'l.'vo tioatod blio scucbs of gunpowder and tlio 
in'Liiiioi’s compass m tbo same tiinnnoi, had they 
been told tho Chmese used such aits before the 
mvontiQii was common with themselves at home 

Of all the EngliUi philosophcts I most levoicnce 
BscoDj that gioit and Lnidj' geams Ho it la who 
allows of seciots jet unknown, who, undaunted hj 
the seeming difliculties that opposCf piompts human 
cuiiosity to oxainine every pait of natuie, .ind even 
exhoifcs man to try whether ho cannot ■subject the 
tcrapost, the thundoi, and even eaithquiukes, to 
liumnu contiol 1 Oh, did a mau of bis doling spuifc, 
of his genius, peDCtintioo, and learning, tiavoi to 
those comitiios which have been vi&ited only by the 
supeistitious aud tho inojconnry, wL»t miglit set 
monbiud expect! How would bo enlighten the 
logions to winch he tiavollcdl and wiia& n. vaiicfcy 
ot hnowledge and useful loiprovemexit would he not 
bring back lu exchange 

Theie is, piobahly, no countiy so barbarous, that 
would not disclose all it knew, if it received fioui 
the tiavellei eqmvilent mfoiioatioa and I am ojit 
to Ihmk, that apoison whowasieady to givemoie 
knoivledge than he reccuved would be welcome 
wherever he eune All his caie m tiaveilmg 
should only be to suit hts intellccbiiiil banquet to 
the people with wbom he convei'sed , he should not 
attempt to toach the unlettered Taitar astronomy, 
nor yet instruct the polite CJjtneae in the xuder aits 
of subsistence He phould endeavour to improve 
the barbarian in the semets of living comfoit ibly , 
and the inhabitant of a more lefined country m the 
speculative pleasuies of sciebce How much moie 
nobly wouiU a phiiosoplier tUus empfoyeu spon"’ Artr 
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time, thnn by Ritting at home, eaimestly intent upon 
adding one star more to his catalogue, or one 
moD'ster more to his collection, or still, if possible, 
more tiiflmgly sedulous m the incaienation of fleas, 
or the sculpture of a cheiTy-stone * 

I never con'sider this subject without hieing sur- 
piiscd, that none of those societies so laudably 
established m England for the piomotion ol arts 
end learning have ever thought of sending one of 
their aiGrabers into the most eastern parts of Asia, 
to make what discoveries he was able To be 
convinced of the utility of such an undei taking, let 
them but read the relations of their own travellers 
It will thoie bo found, that they are as often 
deceived thomsolvcs, at they attempt to deceive 
others The meichant tells us, petbaps, the price of 
difleront commodities, the methods of baling them 
up, and tho properest manner foi a European to 
pieseive Ins health in the country The missionary, 
on the other hand, jofoims us, with what pleasure 
the country to which he was sent oinbiaced 
Chiistiaiiifcy, and the nnmbeis he converted , what 
methods hr* took to keep Lent in a region whore 
theie was no fish, oi the shifts he mido to celebrate 
the ritos of his religion in places where theie was 
neither bread noi wine ' Such accounts, with the 
usnnl, nppeadago of niairitgos and funeral*!, sn- 
scriptions. rivers, and mountains, make up the 
"hole of a hluiopean traveller's diary but as 
to all the secrets of whicli tho nilnhit.n.nts are 
pf"?sesscd, those are universally attiibutod to magic , 
and when, tbo travellei can give no other account 
-of the wondeis he sees performed, veiy contentedly 
ascribes them to the pouci of tho devil 
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T(. was a, usual obscivution of Boyle, tlie English 
chemist, “ That if overy ai tisfc would but diseorer 
whatnew obhGivatiouBoccmied to hmi in the exorcise 
of Ins tiade, philosophy would thoucc gam lunumei- 
able impiovomonts '* It may be observed, with 
aLill gieater jnsUco, tliat if the ii«ofnl knowledge of 
eveiy couutiy, howevei haibaious, wns gleaned 
by a ]U(lieioii3 obseivoi, the advantages would he 
inestimable Axq thcio not even, in 25inope many 
useful inventions known or piactised but m one 
jilace 1 The instrument, a^ an eN:aniple, for cutting 
down coin lu Germany is mucli moie handy and 
expeditious, in my opinion, than the sickle used in 
England. The cheap and expeditious manuei of 
making vluegai, without piovious fei mentation, is 
known only in a part of France If such disoovoiics, 
thorefoie, lomim still to be known, at home, what 
funds of knowledge might not he collected in 
countiiG'. yet unexploicd, or only passed thiough 
by ignoi.ant tiavellcrs in hasty cniavnns? 

Xlie caution with which foicjgneis are leceivcd 
in Asia may be alleged aa an objection to such a 
design But how re.idily have sevoial Buiopenn 
merchants found admission into regions the most 
suspecting, uadei the charactoi of or 

noithem pdgiims To *>uch not oven China it&clf 
domes access 

To E-end out a traveller properly qnahfied foi 
these pui'pObes might bo an object of national 
concern, it would in some me.vsiua lepaii the 
breaches made by ambitiou , and might show th-at 
there weie still some who boasted a greatei name 
than that of pataiofcs who piofessed themselves 
levels of men The only dilhculty utmid leia.im 
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t'l cJico'^ing a j>ropcr peison for so ‘luhxoiis ai4 
entei-pvisB He pJioxili bo a man o^ [ihiloauplucal 
one apt to deduce coii'-oq nonces of jjiTieial 
u(il!t,y fiQi 5 i paiiiculai occuiL’oacoc , noibbcr swollen 
'ntli pndo, nor havdeiicd by ptejudico . ncitber 
Wedded to ono paiticolni sysicm. noi instinet.?.fl 
la oue jiarticukr science : ueitbei ■wholly a 
botanic, aor quite an anfai|naiiau , bis maud sliould 
bo tiiicfciuad witli mi'-celKtieous knowledge, and bis 
luanner Immauiaed by au intci'co>iKo vntb men, 
lie should Ijs in some measure an cntbnsiast m the 
'^®'"gu 5 fond of fci cTollmg, from a lapid imng:tm<.ion 
ond nil lauato lo\o of cimogo . furnished sntb a 
body cajublo of sustaiTiiijg erciy and a 

bcaiti not easily toiTided ab d vngei — Adieu 


ssxv. 


A CoMTEsTUp Election 

Till, Ivnj^hsb ate at picsont emplojod fa cclcbi-ating 
a feast, srlnch bocomre qnnersl every ses'cntb yea:' , 
tbc* pailifttEpnt of the nation being then dissolved, 
inotlier appointed 'to he chosen This solemnity 
dls Infinitely short of oui Eevsfc of the Lanterns m 
enne and cplondoiir, it is alio surpisieJ by 
oCiers of the East in onanimity and pure devotion , 
no festival in the world can compare with it foi 
ertniq Then Pitm", indeed, amazes me . had I five 
hiiodietl headSj and wue each head funiishcd 'wiib 
k'am'-, yet ivould they all be insnfficicnfc -to compute 
Jeswaljcrof lows, pgs, geese, and tuibevs, which, 
Hpou this occasion, die for the good of tbeu comitTy 
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To tlio iriiCb, oatiiig ‘ceins to ini\l b a 
lUfe't (‘tltoul in all JCii}»li«h of '.'t'.i!, inuin« -s, 

or amusemunt "SVlK'n i\ diunh n to lic or 

uii lvo^Jnlal omlowcil, the tlucoiois u'.ci'mWt’, aiul 
iji«.(oul of ti>us«lbn£» ujjon it, liiry cat iijiou it, l>y 
avliuli iiuAJii tlio ImMitPcs goos Ctuwinil Mjili siicco^’' 
When t)ip poor juo Jo I«' jt-lnitd, l)it' niliLCjs nib 
pomtril to ilolo out pnhltc diatitv nsKpiulilp luwl cit 
npou It i^'oi has it over f»cen /cDowii tfint (licy 
filled tliQ lic'llics of tlif pool, (ill tlioj Isud piCMn«'-lj 
satisfied tlioii own But m the chtlioti of jims^ 
tralca t!io proplo m*m lo nil bounds tlic 

iticiitc of a cniidiclMo My often mcnsiucd bj the 
luirabop of lu>» tic.iti, Ins consUtuenU nb'eniWo, cat 
n\iOn linn, and lend then nppUu'-c, not to Ins inle;»nli 
01 'louso, bill to tliPiiiiDilil'os of hi-i Ja'of aurl Itiiiiuly. 

And jot I could foigivo tins peoples Uiutr ploiitifnl 
inealb on tins occasion, n <5 tt m ovUemcly iintitinl 
for o\oiy man to cat a groat dcil when lio pets it 
foi iiotiniig, hot wlint nmiivos mo is, tlint nil tins 
good Imng no way contributes to impiovo thoir 
l-ood Ininioui, On t!ic contiary, lho> seem to lo-e 
tlicu temper SIS thoj lose their apjictiles, evciy 
luoi&el tlioj Biaallow, and cvetj glass they pom 
ilown, «5eivos t-o mci‘i.a®o their a\umos,ity ilany an 
iionest man, befoic ns bnxmless as a tamo rabbit, 
when loaded with a single elcet'oa diiiDcr, bi'- 
become laoio dangeioiis than a ohaigcd culvciin 
Upon oDe of these oceassons I haao actually scon a 
bloody mmded. maii'milhtiM oailT forth at tbo bead 
of a mob, dctciiiniicd to faco a do'-peiato postiycoolc. 
who wai, goticnl of the opposite party 
Bat you must not suppose they fi^cs asitliont a 
pretext for thus heating each other On tiio con- 
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traiy, no man here is so uncivilized as to beat his 
noighbonr -svithout pi-odn«nxig very sufficient leasons. 
One candidate, for instance, treats with gin, a spirit 
of tlieir own manufacture, another always drinks 
brandy, imported from abroad Brandy is a whole- 
some hqnnr , gm, a liqnnr wholly their own This, 
then, furnishes an obvious cause of quarrel, — ■ 
Whether it be most reasonable to get dtunk witii 
g\n, or gat drurik with brandy? The mob meet 
upon the debate, fight themselves sober, and then 
diaw off to get drunk again, and chaige for anothoi 
encounter So that the EngU'sh may now popoily 
bo said to be engaged m iv.ir : since, while they are 
buhduing theu enemiea abioad, they nin breaking 
c«.vch otiioi’s hcrids at home. 

I lately mad© an oxcuif-ioo to a neighbouring 
vill-vgo, in Older to be a spectator of tUo ceremonies 
pincLihBcl upon tins occasion I loft toivn m com- 
pany with three fiddlers, nine dozen of hams, and a 
coipoiation poet, which weie designed as lemfoioe- 
ments to the gm-drinkmg paiby We enteieJ the 
town with a veiy good faco; i>he fiddJera, no way 
intimidated by the enemy, kept handling their arm? 
up thp pancipal ^tieot By this prudent maTneuvre, 
they took peaceable possession of their head-quarters, 
amidst the shouts of mnltitudes, who seemed per- 
fectly rejoiced at hearmg theu music, but above all 
.at seeing tbeir bacon 

I must own, I could not aioid being pleased to 
tee all ranks of people, on thi^ occasion, levelled 
into an equality, and the poor, in some me.asure, 
enjoying the piiraitire pimlcges of nature If 
there was any distinction shown, the lowest of the 
people seemed to receive it from the rich I could 
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percBJve a t.obl>Iw with a le\'ee at bis dooi nud 

a baberJasber gJ'VMJg audience fiom b&hiud bis 

roimter 

But my i»ffepfwn? weia soen mrenapfced by a 
mob, who demanded vihetiiei I vris foi the dntJlery 
or the hrewGTyl As thctc were teims ivitli irhicb I 

a« totally unacnuaintei, I chose at first t-o be silent ; 
however, I know not what might not have been 
the can^eqaence ot my reserve, bad not the Ttioh 
heciL called oft tiO a skirmisTi lietween a bnndy- 
dunkci^s tow ind i gindiiok^i't mastiff, winch 
tuined out, BieatK to th© sati&toction of the mob, 
in favohi of the mastift 

This spectacle, ’tibich aSordcd high oDteibninment, 
iws at last ended by the appeal icce dS one c4 the 
candidites, who cam© to haraDgue the mob ■ ho 
m'vdo a very patfietic speech upoc tlie late cxce'-sii© 
importation of foicign diams, and the downfoU of 
the distiliery , I could too some of the uidioncc 
••hed tear? He was nccotnpimed m Ins pTOutssiurv 
by ilrs Deputy and ifra itayoress ilrs Deijuty 
Wfi® not ID the lea*it in liquor, and as for 3^3 
hLiyoies'!, one of the spectators o'-'Uied idq m my 
ear, that — she was a very fine woman befoie she 
had the stnollpoS 

with the crowd, I was now conducted to 
the hall where tho magistrates arc chosen but 
what tongue can desciibe this '•cenc of confusion! 
the whole crowd seemed equally mspiied wich nngex^ 
jealmwj politics, patiiotism, and pnne)) I so~ 
marked one figure th'it uft' csiiiipd up by two men 
upon this occasKfu I at fir'-t begii’ to pity lus 
mfii-CDities as natural, but soon found tba felloir so 
dtunk that be could not stand , '■nothor made his 
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apiiKu.ince to "ivo his role, but though he cou)cl 
fetiiutl, he acturvlly lost the use of Ins tcuSj'ue, ami 
lemained silent, a UuTd, who, osc&sswely di’iiuk, 
could both stand and ^pealc. being a^ked the candi- 
date's name foi 'whom he voted, could be pievailed 
lapon 10 make no other answer but “Tobacco and 
brandy ” In short, an election hall seems co be a 
theatre, •whaie eveiy passion is s©ja witliotife disguise ; 
a school wheie fools may readily become woise, and 
where philosopheis may gather nisdora — ^Adioii. 
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Essa.t I, 

P. 1 . Such tflinp^ajuts as tJjis essay coavnovees nith hnra 
been coninioQ lu all aget. Hoiacc lamented Unit 
" Vniutem incolnmnn odimus^ 

Subl itam ex oeulis qUierimus mvidi 
Wo hate virtue while ahve ; wo esteem and legret it i\hen it 
IS taken from us 

P 8. ThoTcmplo ofFamofonasthcaubjcctof o roost pic, isiiiy 
'idfiptcition fiom Chaucer by Pope , and, as he telle 119 m lu" 
pielatoiy advertisomcnt that “ the Poem le fntrodnccit m iho 
mauuer of the Provcufil poets, whoso works wcie foi iHo must 
pirt visions or pitros of imvginvhon, and constantly deseup 
ti\c,” it Tiny be thought that Goldsmith bonrowed froni it iiib 
idea of oalliiig this essay aiciciie 
^iddrsoinToa the authorof a lery considerable poitjon of the 
■ SptoUitor,’ and of those numbers wluch me usually uo^sidcreil 
tho most ttcdicnt It would K supcifluous litie to t-ponk 
iiiuTc at length of him. or of Swift, Pope, Steele, or Coiicievc 
Put, ns Pope Iws often been leptoachcd, and by samo icccnt 
wntni-b with i^ioat bittciiic*s, for Jus attack ou Addison m the 
epistle to Dr Arbuthnot, it maj not lie out of xdicc to point 
out that lutlies-'inoimitatiousot Hornet, nowcnuimoulyiuiown 
ns tbo Satiics and rpi8tl«*s,to nbith. the tpistlv to Arbntbnot 
sen cs as the prologue, Lt spi’oUs of Addisoa with tlit Jii'dicst 
pi-vs^ — 

“ And in our own [dnjsJ (extuse some courtly stnins) 

IJso whiter pigt th-n \UUisoTiS romaras ’ — •!! 1 2iG 
IsTor slntild wc omit to m*nfion that Swjfl, (o whou^ tliu 
‘ DiMicnd’ IS nscribcd, ii tli* ob|cit of rope; constant pxaisc 
fui wit. \er \t1l1l5, .aid pilriotic iudcptndt.n<.e ’ 

“ O Ihpii ’ wlrilncr I’llcjdi -st ihino tu, 
n in, Dripi^r, I'l-Ux lah, or C.ulli.tr , 
lirllii r iiii'ii flibosf f 'TS inti s’ s. riou ur, 

Or Inu'.'h and ‘liil f iJi Kah'Jnis tasi clnii 
<^r p-M-j the Ciurt o, ms-’^ufy 'unnkind, 

Or ib\ gri.v'O t/iiintry’* copj-r U -in*- wubtnd ” 

7 ?hici.v/, 1 in 



NOTES 


lR(i 

Aiid.i!"ain — 

" Let licldiirt tell hon vit upheld lie) cause, 

Hei fndc 4>uppoiled» and applied her laws, 

And IcnvQ on Swift this grateful Terse cngrav'cl, 

‘ TJie Kiglit’s n Court attach'd, n portnut sav’d ' ’’ 

Satires and Jt i 224 

P 3 Gollc^f Giller, tiho dicfl m 1757, was thn Poot Laitrculo , 
nnd it wa'! pe ilnps ou iitg to Pope's jcilonsy of him hy reason 
of his liohlin? tins appointment, for nliich Pope was dis- 
qualified by Ins rflijion (being a Romm Catholic), that the 
poet placed, him on the tlironc o( the Dunces — 

‘ ' H igh on a gorgeous scat Dial far outshone 
Henley’s gilfc tub, oi Flcihno's Insli tin one , 

Or tint T\ licrr on liet Curlls the public pouts 
A ll bounteous, fro^nt grams, and goldon slioivcts, 

Gie it Cibber bate " 

Rut Uio siicor or sntiro was wholly uailescrvcJ, (for Cibber, 
though not distiJigiushcd as a -jMet, was the author of fhu 
' Careless IlusbanJ,’ and of nioit than one other comedy of 
far morr than avciaqo merit,) and ctilainly dcseivcd tlio 
“blath. eye” •^Iddi the coachman here ropresente Citihor as 
luring given tho satirist 

1’ i This “it'7i.»uicaf figiin." with his packet of tho'lu 
ape-tor ‘ IS meant foi Sir John Hi'), n plivs'cm, wJio wrote on 
a. gicat Taijcty of subjects , and, accoiding to cm epigiifn on 
liim by Qanick, 

“Far phyeic nnd farcca his cnual there icarce is, 

Ihs farces are phyac, his physic a fiuro is " 

He rausl have tTieil his Innd at Uie dramaj tlioiigli the great 
aetoT and managers description of them may explain or excuso 
our ignoiancc of even the titles of his dramas The deecnp 
tioii of hiTu as “ carrying a nosegay " is in allunon to Ru es'-av 
which he had published “on the method of raising double 
flo\^ as from single ones ” 

Ib The producer of '‘some farces, a tragedy," Aj , is Ifr 
Arthur Murphy, a very misccllaneoua writer His ono tragedy 
was the ^Oiphau of China ’ Bathe ulbo wrote seveial comedies, 
sotno ol winch, sunk ss ‘ All in fhe IVioug,' and ‘ The "Way to 
Kbop Him’ oGrtainly deserve a higher title than that of 
“ faiccs,” though hts best works ofUiat kind were written after 
the publication ol this esoaj , for, though he w js at that timo 
upwards of thirty j airs of ag^ he lived till the commcucpmcnt 
of the present ctnftiry AmODg otliera of his miscellaneous 
works ho published a tiwwtaboa of Tneutufj wlucli Jins enn-, 
biderahla merit 
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P 4 Tile gentleman catijing the 'Dictionary’ and the 
‘I'nnlilai 'is, of (.oui*se, Dr Johnwn, witli whom the author 
(as hiis heen mentioned in the Introduction) was soon to Jorm 
a very inhinate fiiendship. 

P 5 The beater of the essays, “ihapsodies against the 
teligion of his country,” but also of a 'history,' is Hume, the 
exceHonce of whoso histoij piesents a smgulai contiast to 
the imscliievoiis though feeble sophistries of his sceptical 
inctaphjsies He had jnst published his third voIujup, nhich 
iQ his autobiography he mentions as having been icceived with 
very liostile cTamour, his desciiption of “the reign of Ehiaheth 
being paiticularly obuosions” 5 but, though the preceding 
volumes had at fiiat been equally ill-ieceivcd, by this time then 
incut had coma to be acknowledged as that of the entire worlt 
has long been 

Jb 'The bearer of the “ volnmiiious histoiy” and of the 
“roiTionce" os SmoUett, whose ‘History of England from the 
lU-volution’ was a woikto which bis talents were cndently 
wnswitsd., but vhose novels, ‘PereOTue Pickle,’ ‘ Humphrey 
Ohnkci ’ (not, however, published till 1771), and otbeis, were 
longranlffid among the masterpieces of English hction, and 
would still bo so, weio tboy not disfigured with a coaiaeness and 
mdehcaey of which the present age is, happily, less tolerant 
than its predeccssots 


Eos IT II 

The 5 orj 7 «a here mentioned as the son of Pope Alcvindcr TI 
isCrsar horgia, Due dc Valcntmois, anmn whoso cha’actei 
Riantome latlici cmionsly describes by saying he did semu good 
and boinolnrin (rfn iun (C du mal), tlic harm beginning with the 
inuider of his « Idcr brotlier, to the givat aimojanco (fadiTit) 
of Ins f itlioi , and to wlioiu Pope, with grcilei LiuLli, ■illinlea as 
thcNoij pc’^sonitiuation and embodiment of all Mickcthirss 
“ If plagues aud rartliqual cs tneak not Heaven’s design, 
tVliy tlien a Borgia, or a Catilmo 

£'say on it/an, 1 ITG. 

Thf Oi iJM famih “Amoiur, perhaps aboic, tlio pcoi- and 
p.inees of the city, I distingnish tlio iiial lions ts of Colonna 
and Orfini, Mho=c pm ate story Koinssewlial put of the aim da 
of luoikiTi Rome" fGibboii, cImn ) And ho piorccds to rcl.itL 
that the two hou'^s were “coi shut and equil mitagoniets 111 
tlic long hercihtan fewd which distrsetud aboioSGO ic.ar< the 
fcb smtual slate ” 'IHioPopcs—Celcstmlll and Kn liolas III 
— Were of tlie Oia.im fimilj, who consequontly, in llic Inii" 
qintTel bclviion “tin. party of the f mpin and tlio eartsc. of llip 
Llinrcb,” c'poii'-'d the nuce of -U h OuLlf-., nud bnro “tlio 
key i on tbcir banner 
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3f tlic clnnctcr of thp "late Dnke Uttllwroush " over were 
" -icl lip nl)o\ctlnt of hisiuOTC talked of pn'dcccs’ioi, ’ tia 
outlier niuat li'i\ '• cx^weted po'tontj to liecojtic blind indeed 
In the jeir ITSSlicwas <ciit Mr I'ltt ^5 Crnininiider-sn 
Clupf t'f tlicc\pcdition apiiist SI Male, wlmli lie found too 
ctToiiqlj forUficd fm lum to vcntnie toattnek. tliou^li ho liaa 
not rew’cTthan 20,000 men trader hib toninijnd Lord Sinn 
liop,,i]tsinln-slantas " a tinn rtiA fill question brvtP, Cood. 
imliind, and Rcncron^ loitof uoslntum; talents mthc fipui or 
Jsinhure’' (‘ History of Lnqlaiid,' cliip iWV ). 

I’ 1 (ToiifHcii'i was the gicat Chinese philosopher aint law 
qaor, who IS said to haM-liicilin the «\.th century hi-f.vrfi the 
coiiimenccintnt. of the Glmstnn ori 

Ess trill 

The EsipKSsion of Tatiliis, to which lofi'n'iice w hero raado, 
IS to be foiiinl in ohap »a\n of Uio 3 rd hook of the ' Aiunls, 
111 ivhio.il the historian is disaiihiiig the condition of the 
Inainri' aiiidcr the lailiei emperors “ Conuptiwiiim Te 
iniVliui iilurinrn louts” flans an most numerous ni the inost 
pfijltipl atatw), a 't-utcuoc m winch it is worth mnarkintf tti vi 
Ticitiis presents the naniccf "rcpuhlic,” though liH di'-emi* 
Units cinrlU ovcitcd Itj llio fact that the repiihllj it^d iouR 
I'lOii tianiplf (1 niidci foot Montesquieu wu a rKniicnt 
I ii itiii I’lrliaiiipiit in the latter half of Uieuign of homs . 
wliri a rotc» on clnboiatc treatise on ‘Tlic Spmt of Law'' 
(‘LT i»nt do-. I/Dis of wiioin (Mid of w)iis-h liom Macaui ij 
sijs Mcitilc-qiticn intojs, crlohiity tinii 

.iiij imlsticil writer oframlcm Lwiojte fomcfhinshe douWie'''' 
inirs to Ins lilt rit butiniu'h more to hisfoMline Jio had llip 
gooiiliick of 1 Vftlciitmc lie caiitjht the cyo of tW in-iioii 
ii'lioii nt thy iiinment when jt imk a nl inq froiii Hid lon;t 
of politiwil nud nhgioiis tiifotrii niid in consequomo in 
bcvuiic a fnouialc Tho riitilibh, at that tiiiif, cmiaiih'ia'd n 
I rcinhiiinti who talked •alsont coiiititailiainl chi' ks and fdU't > 
tin iital law‘ ns a proiiica not Ic s aatoiiiahiiic than th" h arii’ 'i 
pii; or Uii iiniiiciJ lUfaiit bpniom Liit sh dhnv, (■tndioii'- ol 
( ffei t, iiidiiri rent to truth, laaer to hnild up a si-thm, tut 
tii'h a of loIhrUnij tho i nntiml. out ol a hu-l' ^aloiio a 
‘iiiiiul and durable ii\«‘iiii i"nl>p Lnill, the hit-h iVi’i'iciit 
rnii>lTin.ti ■! tlii'iru a a- rijiidla and ns c-ard h' ’i" no 

• o,atur pri'jc ted thwi cninpl ted, no ^oon r toi ipUt'd ‘ I'u 
bliiiin nv !i , no ^ >oner l>Vi n a^ thaw foiyotUu " (* Cntu il 

and Ili'tnnnl J I'S'l lorq 

In 111' quotation from 1 - dlu’.lRnhh’nith to r'Cud 
'rn.^ni'i'a' difitriUl fjoii 1 j 'law*— lUl Huri'' 

Hiutii th till avsr.j.^i, wi„' viil.dm • b, Hull inuabu'd 
aiilhunts Mrn it1 X m 'Ulr mil fihiniHl li'fi’ o3 IV 
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The pliraso of *' the Aiiqnstnn used la lofeieiice lo 'iny 
modern nation, is evidently meant to exjiresa that .igc m irhicli 
the mo?t admirable unteis of iduit nation flouiished,— imteis 
>13 far iiipeiior to their pieilecessoTs oi their &ucc.e=sDi8 as the 
Latin avnteis of the eighth centmy of liomo Mere Stairth* 
speaking, neitlipr Cicero, Tamtns, nor Plm> belong to the 
Augustan age, Cicc-ro hang put to death sovoral years before 
Augustub made himself aapieinc, and neitliei Tacitus nor Pliny 
being lioin nhenlie died But, m the first place, such a phrase 
may be objected to, as usnmuig that theie is generally such au 
age in the literature oi every people — a doctrine winch may 
Well he doubted In tlio other classic country, Greece, there 
Mas no such age There was, indeed, apeund during which all 
the great writeis and oratoi's of Athens flotirbhea , but not 
only (lid that penod cvtwid over one hundred and fifty years, 
from the tune of Ailsebylus to that of Peinosthencs , but ths 
^eiy sfteatest of the Greek poets, who weie not draiuatio, 
flouiiilied contvii ics before the comiutncement of that era , ana 
one, uuTiv.dlod to this day m his owu line of pastoral or buooho 
poetry (Throotilus), a couple of ectetaUout later Again, if 
Me cwmmo the literary history of tint tnodtia. nation which, 
nett to our oivn, Im pioduced the most eacelleiit writers 
Italy, we shall And that Dante, Boccaccio, and Petrarcb, arc 
divided by -mnuy gonentions from Macinavdii, Aiioste, Tasso, 
and Guictiarilini Indeed if such a jibroso could bo applied to a 
dead laneiugc, it might sUll be fiirly coutonded that it m as 
inappliciblc to a hi iiig one Bnt there is a uldl greater objec- 
tion to o\u antlior’s stampiDg the ag<j of Qui'an Anne \nth such 
mgli pr iiso, even though he someabat cvtcnds it by the rather 
'ague addition of “ someytUb befracthat ponoii,” an evpressioii 
appucnlly intended to include the later worl s of Dr.ilcii- 
Cthose pnbhslicd a/tc!- the death ofCliailcs II ,) and though, at 
the other eud, it is cotmnontj tvtcuded to the death of Pope in 
the middle of the icign of Gcoiso II Toi, if mc comp tre it 
'•'ith the a'jc of Elizaioth, no find in tlio latter Spenser, Slnh- 
spers, I’acon, Hool ci, Jlalcigh, lien .Ton&on, llosamgcr, Bcau- 
w.ont and iktthtr. .inci Milton as to his ciiiirr woiks And il 
uc foiiip'’Ti5 it with Uk. agtofthc Rtstoutiou \.c find in that 
nfiltoii in his nnUiroTgcijins and grander weeks Con ley, ilK'c, 
Butkr, Oti.aa, Drjden (at all cicntitheniajontj ofhis voils), 
Ularenitmi iivirnct (whoae Creit histon of tltc Reformation 

w w? puniislyd m IGTd), RoeJo, Shiftc'jlnjr'., and Hnlitis, mth 
tin ".t t yj'uuis Bishop TiyJor and Dr'^I'oac 11 term Now 
in ''■■cri 0. tin -I j. I nods a\o Jmd lutlion of tin itn bricrlitr t 
p^ina*- wi’li \uicni ’-earnij oiiB\vnlt.r of Qqih‘ 11 Annt s thiu' tail 
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be cohipn.rcd for a momeut And this, nulcof!, 'seems to be od* 
nutted hy our nntlior Inm'-clf m tins tcr> tssii, since, while 
'i\ttvlli"R the wiueu of aod grate,’' <jf “histt tnd 

gcimis," which ho finds in tile viBters of Aime'^ tune, ho con 
fosses, that "no onewnlernttmctsouT nttmtioii singly", but 
the honovit 11111011 he clnwjis for them isrtiio to thtu nssocmtioii , 
“hlcp stais Ipvt jii. each other’s hiightmis, thc> Inte cist n 
histic' upon the ago in winch they bved ” 

'W’o must conttnil thnLsiicK lanot the true test by which ‘uieh 
a (juostioii should ba dcaitled , bat that what the ctitic should 
regard is tlio power and brilliancy of the brightest not the 
amount of light existing iii tho mis'-, and tint, viewed tlius, 
Sluhspeii' or lliltali outshims the whole company, of which 
Pope IS tlio chief, just tis. to follow out our authors smith', 
Yemis o: Jupitci ni mid heaven it> a raoie eonspiciiouB ami 
nltrnctive object thrm tho wliolc milky iiav 
Andwp jnirat coii-tondfntthi.rtlial, etcnif it were granted that 
tlip imiUiplicitj of aulhota of merit is the eonsidcrotion to be 
piimaiily takuii lutn account, the ngo of which our author him* 
*iLlf was so great an onmnout'— the age of George III — bj 
far suipissed that of Anno, iiaj, that it may l>o douMea 
whetliei, if tlio pTC ommciit c\ccllcnco of some of its wntors lu 
almost every class of composition he foirly ostnnated, any 
picvious period o( our htemture is to be prefeirnl to it In 
poetry It can hoaat oi Bums, the most feeling and sweetest of 
iwAorn Ki»t8, of WotdswoiUi, B.'Jow, nni SLellcy , iw t’us 
(Imuin, of Sheridan , in History, orifumc, Gibbon, and Souths , 
in politu.a'l philosophj, of Bnrke, whilo in poetry and jirosc 
fiction combiiipil it cau poiut to the grentost namo m all nindoin 
litenture since the timaof Shakspcic— the incomjnnhlc Scott 
P 19 i-'^/rnngc>wntili«a were alniostcoaSDid to 

political pamphlets His“innrchbcruconipositioiia " to which 
the text nJlndea, were chielly (nnslatioiis of cksiical woik*:, 
such "IS Cicero’s ‘Offices’ ami JEsop's fabkB Spciife, in liis 
anccdotPB, mentions tlixt Popp rated liis style very highly and 
on oni, occasion placeil him on a level with Ben Tonson onil 
Congrci e foi e isc and d cgance ui familiar dia’ oguc 

Ib IVrT/fltTi It iB Siupcrlhionsio dwell on Urydeu's poetry , 
and when our anther saVs tliat '‘had it not been for him wc 
never should li ive know n a Pope," Iw i3 only rcpeatine what is 
fidiiUy confe'isi.d by Pope hun^f , bnt in what he sa\s of tlic 
ease and flegvnce of lug prose bo anticipates the pniscwhirh 
Toiisoa gave him eome yeais later m bis ‘Liius of thu 
Poets ’ 

P 20 Otv ay was a tiagio writer of tbo reign of Chailes Tl , 
whoso most celebrated plays are * Veuico Preserved ’ and ‘ Tlis 
Oinlun ’ 111 hi3 'Essiy on the Drama'' Waltci Scott fully 
endorses the culogj Iwn. bestowed on him, adding that in 
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pathos he is superior to Shakspeie himself But the great 
Geimcuj critic A W Selilegcl, ri-hile a^iinittmg ins mastery of 
the pntlietic, cbaigis him tMthgTont “ignorauco of the tiue 
rules of composition,” buppoitiiig Ins censure by the statement 
that “ho Im taheu half o£ the scenes of his 'Cams Manus’ 
veihally, or with di&ftguiing changes, from the ‘Koiiieo and 
Juliet' ofSlnkspeie " 

P 20 ZtfJ ivftfl a CDntpnijH>i,'iy ot Otw^ 3 ', ivhoin he survived 
spviii yeais, djiiig lu 1C92 Diydea coinmcmled “the vigour 
of his youtliful muse,” hut his wmks have fallen into ohlivjnn 

Ih Jiewe t\as Poet Lauieate in tho icigiiof Anne and the 
fiist yens of Geoige f Among otliei plays he wrote ‘Jane 
Shore’ anti *Tlie Fair Penitent’ (the name of a principal 
chaiactur iii \rlncli, Lothaiio, Ins heroine pioverbial as a 
synonym for make) Floni one of Walijolo’s letters (Nov 12, 
174o) we leal 11 lint ho had the singular compliment paid him 
of having his ‘Tamerlane’ always acted on King mlliain's 
birthday But Johnson r^giids Iii^ translation of Lncau’s 
‘Pliaisalia’ as lu^Kst title to lame, affiimiDp that theie is 
pciliapb no tniibl atioa that so completely exliibils the genius 
and spirit of the oiiginal 

P 21 Nir Jftc/iftrrfAhuoAyttfcwas adiplomatist of snclireputa 
tion tlint lie was einploved in tho DPgoti ition of tho inainage of 
ChailesII with the Infanta of Poitugal. Oitbaiiue of Braganza, 
and was employed m more th tn one uthci bubseguent mission 
of iniportance 

II iuna was one of tho Cabtl IdiinshT , he is the 
niiiubler of whom Scott makes the Duke of BncTcingham say 
that had he held liis conit as King of the Isle of M'm iie would 
have taught Jeiningham (his valet) “in half n day to look as 
wi&o, walk as bottly, and speak as sillily as Hmy Bennet ” 
f 'Pevt'nl of the Pc Jr,’ c 2d ) But Mata'ilsy i/i JuJ esbiy on Sir 
W. Temple, speaks of him as one whose “mirth made his 
preseiiie always weloomo in the loyal closet,” sappoiting his 
descnption by a quotation fiom Cluendon, who lecords that 
“his ple^sallt and agreeable humour made him accoptablc to 
the king” , 'I’d fiom Evplyi), wlio had “eonvei’sed much with 
hiin, iiid pirnouiii-ed him to boa mm of smgiilaily polished 
luaiinois, .iml of giPfit colloquial powers ” 

Ib ,9tr JP Tanpte was the Bntibli Miiiistc-r at the Hague in 
the eaily pait of the leign ot Charles JX , and gained n high 
lepiitation as the prayeetoi iinl cliicf negotiitor of the 'Jhiplc 
Aliinnco, coucludeil in 1668 between Gieat Britaiu, Holland, 
ondSnedeii, bj wbnji Lonis 7CIV was oompeilod to agree to 
B pecoe Ui Johiiboii gives him the credit of having been the 
“lirstwritci who gave cadence to Ergliah pi ose ” 

Ih 3 oeic.who wasboruinl602, and diet! in 1701, is bv- it known 
in tiio present cUv as the autlioi of tin. 'Ksaavs on the Ifnman 
Umlfistanding ’ But he wiote other tieitises else ot great 
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evcdlciiCD on Ciul Gwmnntnt, cni Ediinlion , oiid ot tlu' 
Kf’nsonaUoiK'i's of Chiwdftmtj, iJ: ic Lord Sbaflc'. 

bniy was nnilo Lord ChnmcUor, lir>, liavitig concii\('da higli 
opmioii of Locko's gri%c bua n •\alinljlE’ apjioiiilincni 

ni li3s olfico , Imt tlio tamtL'ioii r.itli liiiii fiiib'-tciuoiitly jno^ctl 
ft 'source of danger to Locke, uhollcd. to llollaud, aiul remained 
there till tliu llcBtontiOH, -tthen tie nci*oii 4 >iniril thu I’lmri.s.s of 
Oiaiif'e back to Fiiglutid 

Alinlimn CouIej k ilMPubed liy Toliiison ns llic cliirf of tlie 
'' mcloplijsicivl iwipta," who siwilt (licirvoiks ly otoTStmiicd 
'•cmceits, uid coostaut attempts at art, m ^.Liscm arid out of 
SDison , but tho same entic gnts Ins pi.O've, it \ olinno nf cs'Sj s, 
very liigli prii'e os having '‘an cast nnd smooth ('qtiaiulity, in 
tttudi nothing is fni sought or Imnl Inboinod , Ivit ntt iscas> 
iMthont IccbksiPBS, nnd fannlinr uithautgrossncss ” 

P 21 TiUQlion'‘iatiHnrfoj wntiny Thisgr* atiirciilicT vas 
inadcPnmatQ, greatlj dgamit hisoivnuill, by iVilli/iiii HI 'wltfii 
Saucroft was d"|iu'o<l on Ins rofiis'^to take tin* oitli of alKgi 
auco to tile ni-w Sovereign Mneauhv atlTibiilca to Inta ' 
great sharo in perettaihiig the Piinccss Anno to consent to thu 
now atrancimenls GoIdsintUi’s opiiiioii of liis style olosHy 
agrees avitii tiint of Drydtii, who, /u. Co'igii’ro r('roi1.s, '“ini 
fluently on nod uitli rlcosme tint if lie Ind any tUciit for 
Lnglisli prose, it was owing to Ins liaving often load the 
wntings of the great Amibisliop Tillotson *' — Pre/ntc ti 
Druici'e plaiis 

Dr Isaac Jiarra.n wt^ almost o<iinlly onnncntnsa eltis*^Uftl 
scholnr, a mathcTiiaitotan, and a dnnio He uAs Gici'k Pro 
ftssor, and LucftSitn Profos-or of MnlbciiwUcs at CMnbndgt, 
and aGenrirds Master of Tinnt) Cullogo Hi dud in 1677, ut 
the oariy ngo of 18 

^«trintry,.Bi'linp ot Eoilicstor, of Ins intimacy with whom 
Pope malts fucjiiontbc'i&ta In the linos— 

' * Bow pleasing Altcrbni) 's softer lioiir, 

Bow iliiu'd the soul imcou^iicr'd m tho Tower ” 
h Ihe Saiiui, 82 


III. lefois to 111' ain«t aud guLse<jiH nt lw.ni8hnii.ut for complicity 
in plots for tliB iLitoration of tlw Proten'icr 

P 22 ifia/tesbiiri/ The tJuirt , the author of several 
works gcuerallv coudeniDed for their doistic.il toadeiii-y 

P 23 JBolnt'jWeJ e Henij'St John, hoidBolingbinhe, was the 
Secretary of Stite v'lio> la. Anne’s rei^n, negotiated tho peice 
ot Utrecht, aua v is afti‘raaidftimppa''heil for treijonable plots 
to restore the Pretender ffo fled, but was subsequently per- 
nutted to return to Eh^laud when Sir R W'aljiolt mis Pinna 
MinistoT His reputation ns na orator wus nnbnij>us!,s.d in. hie 
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<ln), liut that of ft niitiT ‘•oon itas^ul tiwuy In ouo of his 
I)iri5i)ikts Ruric rends Ikihiigbioka now I * 

P. 2} /i''':?!'', If-iKk-s Tvntmc scveml iiolUicnl pniniihicts (one 
ttilillcd ‘Afi Aiiwti to the King’) ngninst Willinm'i Goxeiu 
mcatj enip^oci in thcologicnl coiitio\crsy iMth nluiobt c\ery 
st-ot of i^onconfonnists. Mncnulny gm's Inm thu cioclit ol 
liming been "of all tho nonjiniiigclcigi tliu best fiiinlihcd In 
di«c'V!'is constiluliotnl <i«cMioii9 *’ — Ilf-t o/'A'ii7., ii l.'i'b 
P '25 Hi-dpnth nnA Jinnton au' incnfiniicd in the ‘J^imcnd 
In I’opo, viho »'fic lbs of " Dunloii’Mnodorii hctl, " and, two line! 
afti'niiuls couples IJeilpnth ivitli Defoe ami others 

'* on high stood iinibi«iliM Defoe, 

Anil Tutcliiu fi igi int frain tlif scourge bt-low ; 

'riicre lUdp'ith, ll«j'ercHtIj;e1!M jon nnglic mcu *’ 
Ditiiciiul, n 149 

AdiUionand Steele hive leen stiokcii of in the Inlioiluotion 
And Dr Aibuthnot niw the frieml to uliojii rope mscubeil Ins 
‘ Imitfttiftns of Ilovacc,* now commonly known {16 hii. ‘ Sfltircf 
and EjiUiUcs ' IIo iinstlio authoi ofuhnt is perhaps tho best 
politic il sitnoiu tin, Inngtwgc, "Soino Pcssogesju tho Info of 
John Jlull,” ft inmo winch tho nntion 1ms cter since, with 
ontiro complucnoy, appropriated to il«clf By somo mngnlni 
confiuion it IS usually publisheil ntnong the works of lus tnuiid 
Dean Swift, tho still more celebrated autlioi of ‘The Talo of 
a Tub,' ‘Gnlh'ci’s TraTels,* nnd tho ‘Dmpici’a Letters ’ I do 
not know whether in the whole of these essays aii>thiiig is moro 
lemarLablo than Goldsmith's complaint of Swift’s duliciency in 
manhiiesaandrloaiiicssof dictmii in political wiitiiiK; though 
when the oomplnmtis impaitiallyevaimncd, many will probabij 
agree tliftt it is not altogetliei told of foundatiou, but that 
Swift’s postponement of all graces of styk to ibo dcMce to be 
energetic and tuise, too uflcji inuLcs hii nicanm!,' soinruhiit 
ohsciire This defect m, liowcvei, Ic^s visible lu the ‘ Diapici’s 
Letters' tlinn in his other political pami>lilots, such aathat on 
the ‘ Conduct of tlic Allies ’ 

Jb He. Foe Goldsmith hcic speaks ot tlio gieat author of 
‘ Itobinsan Crusoe’ solely as a political pampbktccr, an occu- 
pation which, in the changing timea in winch he lived, brought 
bun alternately prefeimcnt and snfienn" In King iVilIiani’? 
time he vas lewardt-d with a place Under Aimo he was put 
in tho pillory, os Pope a|nttfdlly records in tlie passage already 
(luoted from the 'Dvineiad ' In tlic present ceatmy IVoltei 
Scott has made him tho subject of enthusiastic piaisc, as indeed 
he especially fleserved at Ilia Lands, since Delot was his own 
preciusor in that speuiea of fictioo. to which he liitnsell owes 
perhaps liia gieutCbt popolanly— the limtoneal novel His 
* iltm.oii’s of a Cavaliti’ may fit wgardeil as the prototype of 
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Scott’s afiinmbly himoroBS ‘Legend of ITontro^o’, and Ins 
‘ Mumoiis of Ciptam Giilfttou’ isnat only to tins day the bcit 
nceoiiut 111 the language of the e'\j)loits of the fnmous Loifl 
Pcterboiouah, but hns tJic auigoHr dwtinction of haiiiig Je 
cened the tntical 'LcuUiie'<s ot Dr Jolinson, who tooh it toi a 
genuine aiitfibiograpliy 

^ 8 A.Y TI 

This P'^'jay was puhhshetl m tho fiiat >oni of the ioutu of 
Geoigc 11 ! , to whose rcecut accessum it ulludes And the 
poliiieil <i.igacily with whieh. it inuils npor the sdvnIlt1g^ of 
^ I'ailiamcntaij Opposition, piOMilcd its Mgiliut ciiticisin. ol 
:hc nieasuies ot the einUngAdminatitilion docs not degenquto 
into fictions party spiut, is thr moir lemaihihle because just 
at tint time the successes of Mi I'lttS wtrlikc schames., so 
flatteuii" to oiii national piidc, h id so •united all paitics that, 
iQ quote the himinno of Jioiare 'Wilpolc, “tho Jiiiuntei would 
(ID inoie heal ‘ No ' fioni a county member tha'u a siutoi turn 
an old maul ” 

Exivt vin 

P 4^ “/n tlif Jirst ayes of majitiTui . ihe 

sftirtci intisf havo heeo. struck. wOi suhlime conception^,'’ Ke 
It 19 a singular coiucideuee of ideas, it tlu^ sentence did not 
suggest to W oTilsu Orth one of the mo%t poeliuil passage? in thv 
' lixeiiTsion ’ 

' ‘ The bvetj Grtciaii, in a land of lulls, 

Riveis, and fertile jilaios, and sounding shoics, 

Utidi-r A cope o! shy moie ranable, 

Could find oommodiona pJaro foi c\cij God. 

in every grove 

A gay 01 peiisivo teiideijic}'^ jireaniled 
Where piety more nufnl luu r<.la'ed 
‘Take, luniimg iner, tdJ« these locks of mine.’ 

Thus w oul 1 tlie votai \ say, * tius sev oi’d ban, 

Tify vow fnllilling, do Ihere present,’ ” kL o.c 

P 15 The Snluin pruMte They ucro priests of Jlnt'. 
Viigil desciihes them — 

•'Turn Salund cantusi inccnst sdtaua oiicim), 

Popiilois adsunt evincti tempoi i raiius ” 

uifn nil SS** 

Translated by Dryden — 

“T'lc. Sain img, jiid cense liisalcars round 
■yVith Saban smoke, that hi.uda with poplai bouixl ” 

srr 
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, .f «'«!?.” &<? T)«e best exjihnnfion of tlie 

LiLlc Oi thea given to Diana (at Spaita chitfly) seems to be because 
lici statue stone! erect (opflo'r, npnglit) It is not veiy clear 
silKie Goldsmitli got the idea ot any Greek people luibihiallv 
sncijfimg then cJnliben to Dj.raa, on the contiaiy, she j. 
often desuibed hy epithets {vaiSirpofos, KovpSrpofos) which 
lather repiescnt liei as the nottiislier ot piotectress of childion 
tlioiigh it IS tuio that in the stoiy of ‘Jphigenia’ she (not a 
<,/nid, but a gioun up vugui) uas to ho sociincecl to Diana 
Jhc Sarnmeils are the tnbe inhabiting the province of 
NmrliPip Russia, uliichhes to the cost of the White Sea 
T 46 Jliltori 'illudcs to the linnian saenhees to Moloch — 


“ Firs’t Mohah, hoirid fang. hc\n7Pai'/l u ith blood 

Of human seciiGcc and paicnts' team ” 

i’fli. Zosi, 1 302 

P 47 If lull Ipoiont/nTl Plain a,pc/hclEp?nrrfrm^iv! 
GamjiiomienM," ke Goldsmith fe alluding to the follouitiir 
passxgoo in the ‘Il*'piibhc’ of the gie.at philosopher We 

not listen to HoTner or any other poet uho is guilty of 
the folly of saying that at the threshold of Zeus lie tuo casks 
niu of lots, one of good, the other of cu) ” {'11 ’ 2 J, 527 , 
ngnm, “Zens js the dispensci of good and otll to tis” 
11. 2, CO) 'Ilopub’ll 87fl .lowett’s li-Mislatioii a»ud in a 
subsequent passage he cha-ges Horner “with a fault ulncli js 
most senous, the fault of telling n he. and a Inrl he, ns uhon 
he makes an cnoneous representation of the nature of the 
Gods «liuMs Ifcphreslus biiKhog Here his niothei , nnd, 
on another occasion, Zeus sending mm flying f^or taking iier 
part Mlien she uas being bcatcu Sueli talcs must not be 
aciimtfod into 0111 State, 11 licthcr they aro supposed to bun an 
allcgoncil incamng or not 75 11 378 

It is not, however, •nilhout gieat reluctance that lie Uuk 
proscribed liim, since 111 a 'aibscqucnt passage lie si\s, " I haae 
alwajs, fjom my e.nbpst joutL had an awo and lo\o of Hoinn 
which evciiiiow niakcsin} Words filter on mj lips ” — 75 v .'’,[ 1 .'/ 

P 48 The Stninnfe is the gioat philosoplior and )io<’tiial 
Aristotle, who was bc>m at Ptagira, a toiiji of Tlince 
I; I’ oSl He was the pupil of Plato, and the precentor of 
All vaiulcr flic Gii-at 

P 4'i Thn ‘Oolops'orr,mu.ulisuospf'<nlh iiilercstini’ to 
tlio '=c!iol-ir, a>- being tho onl\ '-peeiineii of the stUtic dranm 
wi.iui has (.omu down tons “Its distinctive mark "as S lIiIi'"* ] 
j'oiiits out, w >s “a chonis ronci'-tiiig of saDi^, ^who acmni 
f'-’Hif'd with livclj “oiig's, grslun-s and inovinicnts, '•itch Imoir 
.la.rnluir:; as were of a more clucrful lmft”tbnn tlm-n wlnob 
fonred the orthuarj SiibitcH of tragedy '* Tlir tatme dnmu 
B'-ver po=.,cs>ud an independent pvisicucc , it was tliro“-v m by 
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way of ail anjiciKHi'c t.<tRc\<.ra1 ' PmU'ilifi 

LiUmIuk,' f N. ) I'lic Biiitjoct of the Cjclni>“ ".IS Iho n'l 
iciitnra of Uhs'-M Milh Poly pltrimis .i*. dc cnlicil m tlit' 
‘ OilV't'icv,’ an(f, afui Uiu limeoll4wnpult'«, h> IjUinii 
?40 TIitAl'Uam —lliiir«ldi>stsiiciKin(lTnmt\5, Uio'o'wiiclt 
ntU' rtllctl tiiD ‘Atdlim* Vnlilcs/ the Romniis hoiTni'cd hom 
Ij’c 0 tuf!, t^’c »f 11*1' 

wliQ'c Iniigimpc otily jn tlio'o tuccs (ciliMon? 

fj'oiiuu ImutciuO, i\fio at IfiaL hO neat ohm to {lie Jlnnnn';, 
timV Uioii diahi-t i\fia inulh^thlo to the liooims wh'’ 

iinlin ali'^ti this ihtiiMait miioiip Uiiinst he* tlie 
hstuali On whuh in cotinl the actor , whose n profiiMon 

jt to e\ltihil the Atolline rabh«/ itood 
pnvihgul persons fToin Uiq mfaint ilhchitl to otlirr tJicatncii 
lutnts iminelyj t^clnsion fiotfi the (nt'c«c And they 1 i1ci\j«l 
oiitijed an jnnnyniVy fiom nuhtjT) toti'C— C>w7, Thtitir', 
edited hy Piof IloTiiudt.oii, chaj* Mil p SOI 
111 tht^ic Attlhtio faii“c<5 wo itcilinpa hate (ho oarlioit genii 
of the Commcdia iltU’ Aiti, of the iinprovisalPij faico '^ilh 
ilatvUns nw »1 h —ii 

Ib f<tb\.riies The prot erb, os prCiMTcd ht Mactohius, WHA*** 
" JluUostmicalncccssccst, ijuem multi limeat " 

Ho needs nmat fear who mokes nil otliuri f' nr 
Hniapo npenhs clisporagiiigly of his plnjs or farcer, islliuh ho 
calls nitini, tind aaye lie does not admire 

" 2?tc Lnheii iniinos iit polc-hTO poemata iiiiror " 

P 60 Tlicyi" U la ajiigulttj that Ooldemith omits the /f 
line of tlie pasin'c which he quotes , oud nSiicli attritjutis to 
Thespis the ciciiit of havjB" dcMscd a wholly uoitl eutiitun 
nitnl llio omitted line is 

" Iqiiotwin tiign^ j'ciina iiivunin®c Caniciiiu 
Diuliir,” Ac 

“Thespin is sniA to hnve desiMsl n kind of pootvj proMonsly 
unknown ” Iti othci re'^icots tins sketch of tlio rise ol Tragedy 
and Comuly is as nceninto as it Is livolr It iiinj lie wolf, 
liowoTcr, to point out that Dionysus is but another naiiio of 
Bicchiis, sppcnlly appliod to that god na the pntron deitj of the 
dranintic fcstiials 

P 52 The ‘ htargiten wm a sntare luthcr ou a fool than on n 
rogue. Four linos of U have been piesGrrcd hj Plato ot 
An&tolle , one of which, 

jriw’ wfo-Tato fj>7n, i tocSi ^ ilHoTaro — di-Ta, 

“ He kneir tanny nrtfa, hut kntir tlitni all b idly,” 

• Tilmli Is ttu- ronl C0B..taiitIy wsed t» Honwe for a dniuii MfliiiitcT 
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found m the ‘ Alcibjad(*e ’ of Phto, is the iirit fle'icnption on 
record of a “ Jaclt of all tradfs, bnt master of none ” No one, 
howc'vei, legaids the poem asigcnmne work of Homer In 
deed, satiie is essentially the work of an aitificial and compli 
cated stale of society 

P 52 Enpelis and Crahnnaate joined with Anstoplianes in 
theqnotalioii from Horace which follows And of them Sclilegel 
says “ TJie old cntics were of oiimiou tint Ciatiints waa powei- 
fulinthat bitingsatuewhich makes its attack aitlioiitdisgmsp, 
hut that he was deficient mplcasnutliumoiu while "Eupohs, 
they tell us, was a^rceiHc m Ins jokes, and in;'ciiioin m coteit 
aUvisions, but deficient m satiiic powei But Aristophanes, 
they add, by ahappy medium umfed Ihee’CtcUeuLe of both, "tc 

‘"The meet honouiahln tcglimnnyin favour of Aiistopliaae® 
18 tint ol the s ige PI ito, who in an epi^iant says tint the 
Graces cfiosa his soul foi thou abode , who was constantly 
leading him , and transmitted Thr Gtmuh, the vei-y play sn 
wliioh, with tho meshes ol the Sophists, philos'^pliy itself, and 
CTcn hi8 mastei fiacritcs, whs attacked, to Dionjims thodder, 
with the icmuk that fxom it ho woalJ he best able to nndor- 
staiiii tho state of things at Atlicns ’’ — Dram Lit c xn 

Akibiades and Policies are too proinincnt chaj-tetere in 
tthoniau history to make it jiccessaiy hero to explain who 
they were 


£eSA7 IX 

P 56 jJfjcAfl/'Z^Hip'cmnegreitanhiUctjpainteTandsculptor 

of the sixteenth century, ja classed bv Byion lu Ins letters, and 
also mills ‘ Childe Haiold' (ir 54), with Macluarelli, GsIiIpo, 
and Alhui os the fom whose “ tombs make Santa Croue f the 
cathedral in Florence ) the Westminstci Abbey of Italy ” 

Ib Ihilft was a musical composer, who was horn at Florence 
in IGSl-, hut who settled at Pans, wheio he was appointed 
inusicnu to the couit of Louis XIA’’ , aud dircctoi of the opeiu 
ile di. d m IGST 

? 57 7’oZj/f/i?r, tlioiighan AcliTon, and wntinyonly in Gieok, 

IS the most tiustwoitlij hi«tonanof Uic|>r(.at Puiue war 

lb Liw, it need Imdl) be wod, was the great bistonaii of 
Homo, and one of the rlmf liltrarj oninincnls of tho Aiiono, 
tan ago, though some stmt ciitics accused his stylr* of 
what tliej called Fatavimly , an otUei words, forms of cxjitps- 
sion winch anvnurcil not so nnub ol Rome, ns of rataiiiim, 
the modern Padua, oCovlneb ho was analiac 
lb Till, Psalius of BaMil mv, hoi ritr. iiut\er=alh I'cliovod 
Icihait “had till' sdaanligcol aersiBcd.liim’‘ lu Ibeir nfirnnii 
languago 

Id Th C'lh fr'”7>K,p{‘i Jraepher-on iian fust piiMiahtd a 
small lol line, mitiMi’d, ‘Piagimnts nl nnuuit I'nnti.i iTninlited 
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from the Ga-filio or Ei^sb langua;^,' whichj two or thrco yeirfi 
latct, he follo-\ved. iipwitk liie pnWioatioTi of mi cutiie 
poem, named ‘ Fiiigal,’ nhicKheaffiimed that lie liail traiislateil 
iiem a qennine work of an ancient poet, inniLd Osbian 'f’hc 
gi nmnencSs of the poem (of uliicli, as Jolinson points out, 
Letter to Bosi.ell,' dated. Foh 7, 177B, the oiigitinl mami 
senpts had Uever hcen sliawn) from, tlve fust douhli-ii, find 
hj most people tha opinion of "Wilter Scott on the subject '•'nil 
liL ttinsideiad decibive on that point As la well hjio'Vn, his 
pif'judiOiiS aveie all Jii faToiu ot i.‘vej> thing connected with the 
ancient iioetiy of the nation , and m a Icttei tn iliss Senaid 
(dated 1805, aiidgmit at leuctli by Lockhart in Ins ‘ Life/ 
c viv lie jjg jjad attentively eonsidei'Gd tin. 

subject, and, ” after niaJang every alio wancofoi the disadvvntages 
ol a literal ti tuislation he is compelled to admit that 
incalcahblj the gieatii jwt of tbc English tianslation ntusthe 
asciiboii to JIaepherson lumself , and tint his whole intiodini' 
lion, notes, i,5 j aio nn shsolnte tissue of forgems " It dioulo, 
however, in fairaesg l'« added that tho piLSont Profc'-sor of 
Poatij' at Oxford, Lr Shairp, geems hardly willing to unhinct 
so tinhvourabU an opinion witliont sonic derliiotion 
F 61 *' Thememor^f of Mr fope" Dr Beutlev’sopinwni 
eayiessad to Pops lutnsdf, “A piettv poem, ilr Popo, but 7®“ 
must not call it Homci,” cxpiesa t the pidgnioit that prol>‘''b‘y 
every one qmhfifd to judge of the original Ins formed of tlio 
tranblation Fope, indeed, » generally believed to have had 
but a veiy gligiit kiiowleugt, ol Ore 1c 


EsHAa X 

This IS ouo of Goldsmith’^ latest ossijs, published la the 
‘Westnnester Magazine 'for 1773 Shenstoae had died in 
176'’i, at the age ot fortj-oiglit, but hu poetry is of a ‘'■si'V 
infenoi class He, perhaps, owes his admission by Johnson 
into his list of British pools to the fact of his having been, 
like the hiogiapher hiinsulf, a member of Pembroke Colluge, 
Orfoid , but cien Johnson admits that of liis poems> “ho 
cmnot think any cxcollont .’■’ho was, howovpi, nt hast as 
.icliiictcd to lariilscapp gardemng ns to jKictiy , of which 
lolrason lemarhs that “ poihaps a sullen and sully speculalcir 
may think it latbex the sjiort tltaa tlio bu'uiHS'! of Inini'in 
icisou,” his, disaiJprQ> il being height'iiei! if not proinjitcd by 
tho l.ict which he reKtes, that he so ovliausted Ins me.m® by 
Ihe einbelhsb'ment of his gronnda that ho had nothing to spate 
foi the comfort <i[ In'- bonse, but “when ho came home from bn 
walks he ought tindliis floors lloojfd by a sboweT through the 
b'okea root ‘ — hives of Iki" Foets, vol v 

lx. bu. ‘ Curiosities of liitembire,’ voL i p 90, Mr Dntafth 
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complains of Jolmson’s skt-tcU of Sbenstonc, as veiy unfairly 
disparajiitig his poptioal talonts And, witk reference to liia 
tflsto forgaidpuiDH, wkiekis the suhiect of Goldsimtli’s essay, 
gires him the ctciit of hiTing “m dcTelopiu" his ftne pastoial 
idesi in the ‘ Leasowes,’ cAucated the nation inlo that taste for 
landscape gardening winch has hecome the model of all 
Europe . Eecently, Pmdomoiite has tiaced the taste of 
English gaidening to Shenstnne A man of genius goraetimts 
reanesfioiu fciPigners., i\ho are jdaoodoutof the piejudices 
ot his compatriots, tin. tnhut© of posterity ” 


Essay XI 

Gompitt Pope's praiso of the spnlci’s skill — 

" The spideEfc toneb. how ex-iuisitelj fine, 

Feels at each ihread, and lives along tin line " 

on jlfcm I i 217 

In the sirlh lio(*k of tin. ‘ Melainoiplioses,' Ond relates the 
nngin d 1 tlie spider in one of Ins most ocijuisite descnpitiona, 
Araohne, ‘jlhistnous for skill not for hei birth,’ was the 
daughter of a dyer of Colophon, in Asu hlinor , and, ss 
Mineri'a was informed, regwded hersdf as erjuil to fho 
goddrss in the woik of the needle , Minerva disguissd herself 
as in old wmiian and challenced her to a comwtition of skill 
Minerva's ombioidery repiescntcd the hill of Mats at Atlicn', 
and twelve deities nttingthne ui jiidgment, with Jupitei as 
tlieirpiesidont Anchiie painted the stones ot Europa, Ladi, 
Dau le ami othei objttts ol JupiLcr a love Ilei woifc wni so 
admirable that ncithw Minma noi Envj itself could find 
aught to disparage in it The goddess was indignant at thus 
liaving felled to surpa'-s her , tore her work fo pieces, aud mfli 
a blow in the forehead changed her into n sjudor , in which 
fonn “ sntiqna-s evercet mnea tclss," sho still weavea her weba 
By a family of iBiistnons Scotchineii, the spider is held in 
even greater honour than l.er etjuahty with Minerva could 
have earned for her, from the Ifijend of Biucp, who, whilo 
w-indcring in the wilds of Cnnck, ifter hB defoit iii Ajislure, 
and the execution of Ins brother found shrlter on ouo oi casicm 
in a dc'-erted hut , nnnliU to sleep. Ins attention was attmeted 
by I spider which was endpavonung to leach a rafter in the 
roof, but si\ times filled in its c\erlions The srienth cffcrl 
inci-ccded, and the littlo insect attached its tlinadto the print 
nr which it hid so often and fruitlessly aimed And then 
Bnicc idolkcted, that he himself had boon six times dcfcafed, 
and he TcgaTilcd the spiders soccc'.s in its tweiitli attemnt as 
nn omen that ho too might find a ‘•cventh entoipnc'' 'nicces.sfiil 
Ucraiwi a fresh army, with which Its defeatc! Lord rembroke 
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NOTES 


'll Loudon ILII iwl Injd tho fonuditinn of 5 us countrj's tcni 

E independcote , ami Irom tliat daj no one of tlic jinriio of 
«jU c'Vcr IviH nspidcr 


Es^AT Afff 

^'c avp licrc inlrcMluccd to tte 'Cenflcraaii m RkcL,’ u Jiosi 
t iiaract&i is ([(.“-anljoil at oomp Iingtli iti two ‘iiL'i qiicni cbji}-- 
Of *}(( iiJiftoO Lirihs Jio s,C3 H.tr , ShAsiwra. Mj'tow, 

mdriior, require no ilfasnptioii, but Dmj tow’s fame w le"' 
Widely sprtvl Ho vaa a. cJutomiioFiTj 
liOTinn fiflj, .iiid, like him, aasa iiativc of WaTtticfv<Iitrij , 

liiiof unik istlie ‘P oHoWmoV J'JM’oin cbnfis l^p^plc<ito topo 

;rrap1iiial and ontlquinvu tb tails, wntli olwisions to rcinsrknMc 
pci'sniis or events connect'd siitli tlio plfties ef wfinli lie 
(•{wskf The <]iar^ for ♦eciiig tlic Ablnj, hcKig rJjriOcd 
bj Fitirists andftt IftsVinndc Uie •ulijcetofcoiiiiilniiiU in I'nrlia 
went, hni I'l'cuabjlislicd iw ith half i editing, and— 

“ Tlio '.nctwtan’i now atcfoibnWcii to n 
For Siliftt ifr llnmo calls n mo t spaiiilnlons Ut ’’ 
Ingoltish /.cjn'ri 


Lseia XJV 

T <11 " tins./?*- uho'^i/o Coiiil n-o Topj " 

do''i.nvU(in of tlm {■Tcatist trial that cm Inf iH mid bn ciuitired 
III iiHieiiM bj a ft'innlc tollcttor of cnnonlws, — 

'* lli'.titss of lierscU, tlioucli clima fall ” 

jTfun ii 21' 


1 111* Iimnniiitv lo firtPiiin'Ts rvi-ii s heu -wr Iinw nt fsr 
i.il'j tK"- « ouvn, wft.'i j'Ji. fi'r'hti tht-'in iV 
w irl' iwifii I n^liiid Hid Imutr, ftoin IT"*! to JEK’. ’"ti''[i W"i 
piil> dll ItiiTl c suci<ii\ jn raisin" l 7 wp« jmirtp- sub fiijilmn 
frr th • ipjoft of tlr Jif irfi hut fh< ;y imnititf 

sl 1 *’i)*idud ron idiiatilr IrtHd' fo' tin sxiiio pm ]i,> , \\luli 
111. p’l ‘MWT , rf wlioiii th'w won' tlmw amis, f'r fimti •'(ill. ni ■; 
(!i.' }ianliii;j- rttnl -iiffilti •• “ 'W h.wl *fii l.uJl ,ifi\Jijf|i 
^nl lioii fn .i]ilaln'-l in l.i>* p'ot Unutinn i \i> 1 bt liini on 

trnTii Tins iTi *nni I''!’’, v<u nii'jfiii .f mii 

' . 1 III <! 'b {dtj {’i If in oviTi ssrv nl iitf n’td 

i,ir , Mi« j.t's .Imb lliiir fM* tt. ,li i <\rn inUdiu. 
>’.•11.1^ ii-iijj.".- Is’- 'lifir « n. 1 far <!i fxr, , Hli.t 
r 1 ' - ' T<i / 1 h w.'l'i T 
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K'-sAib xTi, xvn 

'tliia dr'stniition of Ihe father of the Mm ui Blnck is uiiilri 
ctood f'l have bacn tikeu, ummuy of its incidents, from tlie 
cliaracter and Bituation of Goldsmiili’s own father In tliat 
res|Mct it tftsomWes the petucps he dicw of !De Punirnsa m 
tnp opening chapters of liia ‘Ticar of ■\Vik'’^eId,’ and the 
I'csistartce ol thi. ilan in Black to the jiroposal tlut ho should 
ficcdtue a cIerL,ymjn was a reprcsenHlJon of it hait some of 
^•'e coQsulemtionB ubieh cMufoiicil Goldsmith lurascU when 
^tic Bishop lefus'-d to admit Inm to oidiawtion So again the 
position in which the Mia in Blat,k found himself ag a liingsr* 
fln to a gftat uohlaniaR, le pnrtrtyed «t Iho *1115011111165 of 
CwigL ■piintro&s fs Iho humljlc comp in>on of J^quirc Thomh'd 


Essa\ XVJII 

Id the 'ag'^uiuty of his rdlcgorits Onhlsniith must boidniitted 
to ]iQVf fully fqualied Addison, as well .is ih tlw irt ''ttli 
''lutli Jic miihas pach fiction tho lehiolc of d moml h’ssyu 
'^0 liuse Ind one eiamplc ahendy lu the Tth Essay of tins 
'elpotion, and the next will eiipiily anothti hut it may ha 
doubted wliethei fitlicr is more olegont end narinaltnnii this 
^TilliBTn III I whoso idpoe of aric" and bcuutj n cro ill derived 
from Kis native Holland, had ]#id onttl»eg*tfd'D«ofKniMn2ton 
wd llamploB CoQrt in tie sbff fo.nial Dntck tftste, of ninth 
etill praerrethc rocmoiy Biik more icrcntly ^Ylsc, iina 
Bcewne fmcknamed “Cinahilitj," from his favonntp phnsa 
tint he sftvv ‘’capainh'ies’' in eveiv spot ins opnuon of whidi 
Wiis fiairpil), hid intK'dnoed the system ©f landscape gardening 
that has cvei snicr bepn in loyiie with us 
P 110 ’’ Virgil iddsAvpniofjiht "vi 1201 

Drydtii tr mslites the j>ass.igc 10 a phrase striking!} adajdcd to 
the vrnimng Gohlbtmth iblius to meuk ib. — 

' Thf gates of hell utl oppu night lud daj " 


&!siVy SIX 

P 113 T/ic ^ciidaosta or ^aroat'-rr T!ia Z'-udmiU, so 
Tiam.-d froTri “ 2oiiiV' the nucumt language of Persia, was the 
woih lu whiJi Zoro3{/*er, tha Pciaaii Inwgi'ii, of unknoi n 
mtiiiviUv, cipoundul Ins lysteui of jihilobopbv , v'hicli QP’hpu 
(<' sui ) Pf’scribcj na aboW rttcinpt to rccoiioiL the «\ist£iiro 
of oviJ \, iih the ittnh it<,soral!riit.Brtntgori m.if of the w orlil. 
/" “ /a £„«{» ” Compare OVTiI I 95 

‘ J-'onduiii cis-i su.-, p->iegnnum ut T.veiot oiltcm 
Ifontiba-., in liqiudas p’nns di* <*sn«l«-ri! nudas 
Kuilnqi.e me nrcUr sii i, 1 t-tri iint uit ” 



£02 NOTES, 

i hi DnjJcn — 

“ Uil'l'i innrlnlR, UTicoiirLin'd for more. 

Confin'd, tluir to Ih^tr imti' a ^liote '* 

p jon ^'Am/irtpflJieJtr ' lotliccftre 
of Enl I'etrfir*, 1 iiiatt m wlinw nn li ilntinl fury of ill !• tnii*? 
almOit (Liiioitntfld to iii^onitx, and x\Iio Inil rccfollj hctii 
lianjiccl for fhc milnlcr of hrt slcwanl 

“The nci^liliotinngeoniitr} *' nicnisFrancr. ant! “ llicp-i'-oii 
•itill -ilirc " mcnn the Coimt dr Cliaiolni^ "Wc read iti our of 
‘\Vnlpolo'’s letters (date Oct 9S, 1762), '‘Tlie Count ilc Clinrohis 
sliot a presidents I? r n jircsident of one of tJie cIuimiLli-. of 
tlic jiarlnment] dog, irlm lives near liitn The proMcliiiL nn« 
inctlnt''lx posted lo TemiUrs to couiplaiti The King proiiuscd 
liim justice, and tlien ®Dtit to Utc count fo desire lie would give 
Inm two good dogs The prince pnKtd cut Ins two lic't Tl'C 
King fiont flicm to the pr-jidciit witlv this niolto on tlieir 
colliTS—jVjv'arhcjtr nt' JO« “IIktc/ said the King, ‘I 
ioliuic hr won t ^hofit them now And fo this pa'saco Lonl 
Doxer, in his edition of the htten:, npn nilcd the following 
note — “Charles d-* Benrlion, roniitde clnrohi«, neat hmOiur 
to the nite «Ie nouilvin who snereedid the dOrle'ans 

iis IVinii Mmistei of I uiicc The Count wfu n man of iii- 
fciiuous chancier, and cen'iiiitled nioicOiaii one minder hni 
Louts XV innloiicd Intii for one of lliese 'itrontips he ®aid l<» 
him, *I fell you fiirjy, that 1 "ill nl o partlon niij man vho 
iiuiTder-' lon,^ Unlit luai h'* donhled whctlu r the crjircssion 
‘ pardon' is ciit(r<ly np}»hot»h, since LacicUlie, thongli he 
ni< iitiona the 'ftjing of the Jing vhirli l^inl Dmcr qiiolc', 
nilda 'Cfl flit cst ccrtnnicmuit inosact { ntie prnce suppo < 
nnc ncctisalinn, nil piocts, nr jupement ; nn nVii innii" imint 
dc trace h. I’tganl dii Comte <lc CUarolu® ‘ ” — Ifi f rfe /rnni 
7e l&rte I n aol xi p f.O 

Tssaa 

I’nor Tr mar) s that “ thi- pap-r, rnemlit iMr to Onhl'initli s 
oh > rv ahnn and judg* meni, * iti<-'o»-tnnU etjilmns [ini'-'i" otiicr 
Hunt.-] wlnl li'i> ex*r l«<n, mnl i- to fhU dax, n '-mrci of 
u order to fi.rti 'HIT . thorei mnig imjii Mt\ rlfmil 1 to pnlilica! 
demacognes, nnd the little nlatm OTxi'rd )i\ jkiIuiIt tittniiltH in 
I'lightid 'ilie Fame ) n*;li*-!i fnelni,i |» fjin ml'ject ff eiie ef 
Ins i -rmi'c* paupirita in ‘Tin TtxxJhr,’ nlicre Im npa’«fvi 
pi IS. ‘ Jt- 

'Tliia», i r*«. hen, nreth. l.h it '.s v . Mir I Ir 1 . 

Tliiri" Ric tho ■ • J.arin« that ds-r)* S’, ] Af'} 1 ' ' 
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E'>*?A.Y XXII I 


The gicut Eniptroi of Ku&sia la Petci the Gieat, who was 
boin m 1&72, suciccdciIhifibiotliLi I \ an in ICOC, and, thoiigliliH 
icigu (M not last thiity jcaia, since ho died in 1725, had' made 
111 that conipaiaUvclYshoit tune gtcatpiogie&s ui the task lie 
Set hofoie himself of ef’di-ang his subjects and developing the 
icjoniccs of his ciiipiic, thus laying tlie foniidation of thf powei 
which clunng the 1 ist hunched ycjais IIunsu!. lias since rxeiLisr-d 
mEm ope 

1M33 “ The C/trmmicMpiTcappcais , , onthcivi'ofJxsioJu^ 
^iun ” Wo must lemcuibei tliat this {cttci wiis \Mifctcii in the 
middle ol the seven years’ wot which Piussia, nith the aid ol 
England, nas waauig against the empire The niediotioii, 
evidently dictitcd liy GoldsmitVs ckai jieiceptioii 0^ tlioinLin 
able weakuesa of the impeual (.oiistUntiou, docs oicilit to h.is 
peiielmtion, though he could not have foiesccn the couQuests ot 
NapoleoD, wluch weio the imnicdiatc causes of tht 'lisaoln 
tion ol the umpicp 

Blit tha miiguph which speaks of the progieas towartla 
fiCLdnm which the* L'lencli weiemakiug is a f<u more itniaihablB 
instance of his poUtiuil sagauly and foicaight It has often 
heeu filtod as a ptoof M Loid (Jlicstcibcld'a neutencss ofabscr 
1 atiou that lie had made a aimilai prediction In one of the. 
lettois to his son ho n-coinmciids him “to attend paiUculoily 
to the atr.iiiB of Praiitc 'Iliey glow «(Uous,” eavs lie, “ anti in 
ray ojiininn ivill ginw moic so e\u’> day The people am 
]-) 00 r con'-e<]ueiitlj discontented Those wlio ha\e icligion tUc 
diM'led 111 then iiOtions of it, which is sayili" that tliey hate. 
oiiB anothei The aiiny mnsl, witliout 'doubt, InKo (lu. 
then own minds at leist) diflcient puts in all these disputes 
. Tim Piciicli nation icasona fiecly, which they nevei did 

bcfoiL, upon unttcis of loligion ami govcinuiciit, and hrgui 
to be Hj)} cduuhi ail, to have got nd of Uioii jirqndiccs . lu 
shoil, all the ^ylll])toTO3 whicdil have esei met with in liistoiy 
previous togicat rhnnges and levolutioiis m government now 
cMSt and daily iiicieiso in Fnuice” The two passages well 
dt-soiwe to be coniparrd, but m conipaimg thura it must be 
borne m mind that Lord Chcatei field wa& avctcriu statebnnn, 
tiained fiom his earliest manhoodm jiolilical affairs, and that 
Goldsmith had had no such ailvmtage Compare aUo Gold 
smith’s desciijitioii iii'The Tmvcllei ’ of the light, fiivolous, 
though nttiactive charactci of the Frouch people gfiitniny , 
nnd with the next j'aiajfiaph, wheit h» i«oiiomiu= tin Dutch 
“no longer tho sons of freedom, Wt of avuiicc,” ooiupare the 
hues of the same pot,in — 
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“ Iitilush} a lo\c of f'nn, 

. . . 'TKcii inucU lov’d weaUKinipai Is, 

Convenience, plenby, elegance, nnil arts , 

Biitncnr them clo'ci. naft and fraud nDpear, 

Ev'ii Iibcrti itsi U IS tmrler'd licrc ‘ 

hbSAY XXVI. 

P 141 "i’oW«ne»scrcrsciiincconi2W»ifJ5ii7Jnfrj(jir2/^' Com 
pniG Houce . — 

"Tc aempur illicit SMvn iiccc^sitni ” — Od i IS 
Necessity picccdcs Poilniii* liy cojniielhng iiitm to industry 

Essa\ xxvir 

P no " Jf ydiirofiild find Ihr ifoUlrisof Ci nee" Lz Coni 
paic Tiliulhis — 

"Tidiaiu mtcmofeU\ Vcilnmime Olynipc, 
lIiUc hibot ornniiis, nnlli dcctuicr Inbd ”~-ii 4 14 
“So llio liapp) Vert'iniwus bos a tliowsand forms, but nil 
kcoming nml ginccfnl ” 


EbSAV XMX 

Prior (iwotes nu ntiiclo inilie ‘EUiubiirgli Roviow,’ on 
8ii Qcorgp SLmiiton’d {mbliiation of tlio ‘ Pciuil Cotlo of tlic 
Cliuiist,’ wliioli especially commends Uio clenniow nnd con- 
iisoiip'ia of the Chinese ln\r«, “saiounng tlnoiinhout of prac 
tic'll jiidirmint and Euwjionn good sonso " lint this casfti, 
more jicrmpa tlmu any otiioi nnttcu ni tlio ivholo centiin, 
piovea tlio wiitei to lift'o been m idvinco of his ago For tfie 
inaMui iihitli in it ho Inya doirn, that wIuIb ‘ pciml !av\^ 
seciiio propel ty in a state, tJicy nlso diimuish ncrsonnl acciinlv 
in the same pioportiou,’* and that “ainultituiio of sovcie Jnns 
fails to jncioasffthe niransofistisfyingjii^tieo," was not adopted 
as the pnnciplo of our penal Jegislntun* till the icrj tnd ol tin 
reign Oar coilo was, indeed, too truly sud. to bs mitten in 
blood till the humane prrsovenmus of liomilly and Mackintosh 
routed a <spint of inquiry, which gradually lesulted in siiclt n 
mortification of its spirit, that it la, now among the moat 
merciful in Chnatendoro 


Esisai XXXI 

P 161 “ J/nitcy tin tharaeCrr of' a pwl ij tn cicrii (oimtryihe 
•savie” Ml Fciorrcmiuksthatthis Vkctrh isdi lun. no doubt, 
fioni Goldsmith’s own character, and certainly Mith stiong 
pomts of rGHemUance ” 

lb Plautus and Terence wcie uiitcis of coincdip'i at Eome, 
hut none of thoiE worls mo niigmal, then dramas aro only 
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what Schkgcl calls ‘'IriknalatioBS or Teoa**!? of Greek works , ” 
lie odd^, truI'V, that they aie “negligent in tlieir Teisilication,’' 
and tint “ their largiMgf, at least that of Plautus, is deficient 
m cultivation and polish ”• — l)$ani Lti c 14 
P 1G2 Ztoct/iiims called byGihhoii “thelastofthcRomans 
whom Cato or Tully couldliaveacfcnowicdgcil tor their countiy- 
inan ” He was a senator who m the reign of Theodono {a u 
filled rtioie than one honomahle office in the slate 
llemg accused of treason and thrown into piison at Pavia, he 
employodhis leisure with eoraposing a work which he entitled 
The Con^olatioTi of Philoi^jpliy,’ “a gohlon voliimB not un- 
worthy of the leisure of Plato oi Tiillv The wntings of the 
plulosophi r were fcianslaUd by thfl most glorious of tho luigliali 
kings" (Alfred) ' Lechne and Fall,’ c vvvix Dr Johneon. 
while he pronotiaccd himiathcra philosophn than a Clmstum 
(TiosueD'a ‘Life,’ ann 1770), yet thought Highly enough of hie 
work to uige Mis Carter to rotiaaslate it 
iif yriiio (Jottiime Byron 

“And Tas&o is thou glory aou tbcirslnmc, 

Ilmk to his stniii, and then smvey his cell ’ 

P 163 Ocriunitj The mention of Ccia antes, the iinnioital 
author of 'Don Quixote,’ shows that the title of this letter, 

' Anecdotes of Poets,’ ought to be enloi^d. And indeed the 
a'ldition of the name ol Vaucelos, celehtnted in McjIicio's 
‘ Feimnes Sasaiilcs.’ who can cnclnienotUing 

■’ Qui en teimes fxpics condainne Yangelas,” 
and of Caasandie, a translatoi ofsemo of Anstotle’a woils, 
whom Boilean makes ik-pcut of inni'iilf 

“ Je snis iiutiquc nt tier, ot j’ai I’ime gtossifere," 
an uvowcl which nui well explain his pox city’, shous that he 
was led, as he. wrote on, to i vtenJ Uis list to even class of 
htciiry men 

Of Butler, the tiuthoi of ‘Hndibras,’ Goldsmith lind d pai 
tioulat admiration, and m an elaborate review of his uoikv 
iwnkcd him on a level with, if not above. Swift as a hutnonst 


ts.<?AX XXXIV. 

Tins letter is leinnxlvaolc for the union which it ilisjilajs of 
sound plnlosopha niid pnetieal signcity vith views winch can 
baldly be reguded as having aiij foundation but n strange 
credulity To learn irom the wi-alom of other iintions was 
placed nj thowiso Knintrin the \ci\ front of the ail\ antatiLOUs 
results derived b\ UIysja>3 irom his protracted wnndeungs 
And to travel in order to eularao the iiunds of his ucnmtn- 
nien Ly an acqinmtauco with arts new to them, hut pinctisid 
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in distiut lands, and in rctuni to diUu&e European kuo\vledgti 
iTnong peoples to ■whom, the comforts on sciences of the tVcstaie 
asyot iinknoiv'n.isan cntupri&eatoucephilo‘’ophical and humane 
But, though each succeeding geneiation. ja so fertile iti inven- 
tions that it seems liazaidoa*> to piononncB any discoveiy 
beyond the reach ot human ingcnnity, it is not easy to road 
without a Simla scntciicea iniplving a heliaf lu “tho ponci of 
the Asiatics in producing Minds, or huiigin" down mm ” 

It IS rcmaikiblo that tnclvi, ortlnctci’n jeais iiflu the pub 
lication of tins lettci. Dr. Johnson inged upon the gieat 
GoiLmor-Gciieial of India, 'W'liieii Hastings, a consiileiatioii of 
tho advantages to be dtii'Veil from an nivcstigation of the 
“ ai K ami opiinQiis of a lacc ol men fioin whom vciy little had 
Intlnito bauii deuted," incutitfiutig cspociaily "aits ol miiui 
factnro pnictised m the eountues uiidci Hastings's GoveiTimsufc, 
as yet impeifectly knoMn m England either by avtibccis oi 
plulosophas ” And it is no injnsttco to Jobnsou to supjioBe 
that his tngerness for such inquiries xins m ^omo dcgieo dictated 
by a lOQollaoUou of this lottei of Goldsmith 
Aiul a century ago it ivoiild certamlj have leoincil oven more 
tom iikabla, if, ns we liaic in this generation, one of those 
whoso tiaicls have been most cvteiidcd, embracing tho wliolt 
continent of NcitU America, Palestine, and Iluidostau, had 
been the heu of tho Biatisb Crown, tho lutmo Sovciuun 
P 370 QcnifJli Qciiielli was ft Ntspohiaii, who 111 tho la-t 
yeaiu of tho 17 th cvntaty published tv nurativc cl a voyago 
lonnQ tho Morhl, whiah is hotu mcntioued as liaving liteii 
goiici-anjt disrrcditrd by the lenneU men «J the nc\.t cciarition 
But m the pieseiit century tho man mIio of all otliers Ins Ijlch 
the last (pialifitd to fonii mi tipiiiion, Buon Humboldt, has 
nllinm.d 111 tlic most positnc iiiauucx hia eoiiYicticn of the tiutli 
of uH Gomclii s statements 


The piaotice of proiiioliii" ciciy vauc-Ij of objei.t, muiiicinsl, 
'ti< iitita, or tliintiblo, b> Isigi. diimtm is ns vigorously iiiiiii 
lunad as over But tliu chcimn treating, dusnibcd Jieie bv 
0111 author with such u'cjwisito Iminon^ jn, passed au ij 
IwingiHilccd brcji hr Jaus «evci clreaiiit of whe« 

bold'iiiith urotc, and Mli..ti clcUnn^ 1 ,stc.(l for weeks iiiatond 
of bung toiidiidud III a single i\v. suppression is one of 

tlu' luodLUi cluu!:; a wliith mui of ill pufits tuhiitt to Iuvl 
been an jiiiproittiiLiit, since the old pr,,- Uec not oiih ih-. 
timnlis-il till constitmiKj, Iml too ofiiti u,iiied tho t uidui itus 
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tiglitly, and fised in. tbe same manner to fcho wall a? 
bcfoi e 

Tn tbi<5 maniiei it spins and fixes several tlireads 
pirallel to each other, wbich, so to speat, seive as 
the A\nrp to the intended web To form the woof, 

\t spins in tho same nsannei its thread, transversely 
lixmg one end to the first thread that was spun, and 
which IS always the strongest of the whole web, and 
the other to the wall All these threads, being 
newly spun, arc glutinous, and theiefoie stieh to 
each other wheieicp they happen to touch , and m 
tho'-c pvits of the v.eb most exposed to be torn, oui 
imtuinl ailisfc strengthens them, by doubling tlio 
threads somotimes sixfold 

Thus far naturalists have gone la the description 
of this nmiufll , v hit follows is the icsaltof my own 
obseiMtloa upon that species of the insect caned a 
ho'itc «pidGi 1 perceived, about four year's ago, a 
hrge spider in ono corner of coy room, making iis 
ueb, and, though tho mmd froquontly levelled bei 
fatal hrrtom against tho InWurs of the Httlo animal, 

I hnii the good fortune then to pIe^eIlt its destiiic- 
tioii , and, 1 may «ay, it more than paid rot by tho 
enlciliiinTi.ent it afforded 

In three ihjs the neb was, with mciediblo dih- 
gf compk’li'd , Doi could I aioid thitiLing-, that 
the m‘-ret, ‘caned to esiiU in Us now abode It 
fitqia'UtU Immersed it loimd, evnminod the !>tiength 
of eiLiy part of it, retired uvto its hole, and conic 
o‘it fjo.pUjjtly Tijo first enemy, lionoici, it 
bid to f nei)tiii(f j, Mas *mnther and a miieh inrgor 
Jpidf r, i.hich, hi\jn" no webof its own, and Iming 
protnhtj whai.oea „U ili hIocI: m former labours 
r«f tins kuid, time lo wivadf thn p5<5|K.r';;, of its 
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neigliboui. Soon, then, a tenible enconnter ensued, 
in whicli the invader seemed to have the victory, 
and the iaboiious spider was obliged to take refuge 
in its hole TJpon tins I perceived the victor using 
every art to diaw the enemy from his stronghold 
Ho seemed to go oS, but quickly returned, and 
when he found all ai'ls in vam, began to destroy the 
new web without meicy Tins brought on another 
battle, and, contrary to my expectations, the labo- 
rious spider became conqueror, and 'fairly killed his 
antagonist. 

Kow, then, in peaceable possession of what was 
justly its own, it waited three days with the utmost 
impatience, repairing the bieacbe*! of its web, and 
taking no sustenance thit I could perceive At 
last, however, a laigc blue fly fell into the Boare, 
and struggled haidtogefc loose The spidov gave it 
leave to entangle itself as much as possible, but it 
seemed to be too stiong for the cobweb I must 
own I was greatly suiprised when I saw the spider 
iraniediatGly sally out, and m less than a minute 
weave a now net round its captive, by which the 
motion of its wings was stopped , and when it was 
fairly haropeied in this manner, it was sewed and 
dragged into the hole 

In this manner it lived, m a precarious state , and 
nature seemed to have fitted it for such a hfe, for 
upon a single fly it subsisted for more than a week 
I once put a wasp into the net , but when the spider 
came out in older to seize it as usual, upon per- 
ceiving what kind of an enemy it had to deal with, 
it lusLautly broke all the bands that held it fast, 
and coutiibuted all that lay m. its power to disen- 
gage so formidable an antagonist. When the wasp 
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was at hboitf, I ejected tie spider would liawe 
set about repairing the braaohes that were made m 
its net, but those, it seems, wore meparable , 
wherefore the cotiwei was now entirely forsaken, 
and a new one begun, which was completed m the 
u&uaL titci'i 

I had now a, mmd to try how many cobwebs a 
^pule^ could furnish , wheiefore I destroyed this, 
and the insect sat about another When I destroyed 
the other also, ite whole stock seemefl entuely 
exhausted, and it coulvl “ipin no more The arte it 
made use of to support itself, now deprived of its 
gio-it means of subsistence, weie indeed surprising 
I have seen it roll up its legs like a bill and 
lio motionless for hoius together, hut cautiously 
(vatolimg all the tune whon a fly bappeneA to 
approach sufficiently near, it would dart out fill ob 
once, and often setae its prey 

Of this life, however, it soon began to grow weaty, 
nnd resolved to invade the possession of some other 
spiAei, since it could not make a web of its own 
It foimcd an attack upon a neighbouring foitiQca 
tion with gjeat vigour, and at first was as vigoiouslj 
repulsed Not daunted, however with odo defeat, in 
tins manuer it continued to Hy siege to another’s 
iTcb for three days, and at length, having killed bho 
<lerouiiuit, actually took possession "WliGn g'nillei 
flics hapjicn to fall into the snare, the spider does 
not sally out at oneo, hat vary patiently svails till 
it IS sure of them , foi, upon Ins iniTiiGdialely ap- 
pioselung, the tccroroS Uis ft-ppeannee might give 
the capli-vo slreugtih sulBcieut lo get loose the 
ui.Lnncp then ip to wnit patiently till, by mcfFcpta.vl 
and impotent struggles, the captive hi}. wa-.led all 
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lus strength, and then he becomes a certain and easy 
conquest 

The insect I am now desaibing lived throe years ; 
eveiy year vfe changed its skin, and got a new set of 
legs I have sometimes plucked off a leg, which 
giew again in tno or three days At first it dreaded 
my appioach to the web, but at last it became so 
familiar a<3 to take a fly out of my hand , and upon 
my toneliing any part of tbo uob, would imme- 
diately leave its hole, pirepared either for a defence 
or m attack 

To complete this description, it may be obseived, 
that the male spiders are much less than the female, 
and that the latter aie ovipaious When they come 
to lay, tliey spread a part of tlieir web under tho 
eggs, and then loli them up carefully, as we roll up 
things m a cloth, and thus hatch them in their holo 
If disturbed in their holes, they never attempt to 
escape without carrying this young brood in their 
forceps away with thorn, and thus fiequently are 
saerjliced to thoir parental affection 

As soon as ever the young ones leave their arti- 
ficial covering, they begin to spin, and almost 
Gcn&ibly fisem to grow bigger If they have the 
good fortimp, when even hut a day old, to oatoli a. 
fly, they fall to with good appetites , but they live 
sometiroos thiae or four days without any sort of 
sustenance, and yet still continue to gi’ow larger, so 
as every day to double then former size As they 
grow old, however, th<^ do not still continue to 
moiease, but their legs only continue tn grow longer , 
and when a spider becomes entirely stiff with age, 
and unable to seize its* pr^, it dies at length of 
hunger 



